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READER, 


<I HESE following Papers I - 
taird | a Per », to whom I 
uſt never reſtore ther again. 5 
and the Author has not, that 1 
know of , enquird after thezs fince I had 
them. I muſt needs confeſs, *[1s but too 
plain by the Epiſile, that he intended they 
ſhould net be publick during his Life; but 
though I have as great Reſpe& for him, as 
«ny man, yet 1 could not be of bis mind in 
this : T think 1 ſhould do the Vorld worng, 
to conceal any longer a Treatiſe Hs = 
Profit and Pleaſure to all that read it; and 
[ hope I ſhall not be thought to do the Ax- 
thor any, in publiſhing it, ſince the charge 
of not doing it, was not given to me. 1 
think likewiſe, That if any of his Friends 
can obtain of bim the.Firſt and Thard Parts 
of theſe Memoirs that are mentioned in 
them, they will do the Publick a great Piece 
of Service and if they ſhould come fron 
the Author”s laſt hand, they may chance to 
A 2 


F/ *, 


To my Son. 


-- 


be more Corre than theſe , nhich look as 
tho they ad fever! beeuireviewd\by the 
Author, but juſt, a5 hey fell from his Pen : 
However,” I do nat remember have met 
with *a* Tredtiſe\ i any- Lardleee that I 
underſtand, which in my poor Judgment 
is written with more Candor and :Truth 
and thorough inſight inta the . matters it 
relates, fluſt with ercat Variety of | Sub- 
Jed, digefted. into brtter Or and. Me- 
Ti, and exprefi with more Clearneſs and 
Spirit, - than this is. I have” not therefore, 
as 1 think there is naneed, chang d a word 
in them 5 but ozly here things are faid in 
French' gr Latin; 1 have thought ft to 
Tranſlate them in another Colume, or the 
Margin 3, and if I have'not done it jo well 
as I ſh :uld do,” 1 fave the Reader's Par- 
don, and in all elſe, "do not doubt of his 
Thanks, 'T fhall ſay nothing of the Author, 
who will bt known by the firſt Pages of the 
Book 3 vor of the Time or' Motive of its 
Writing, which ore ſeen by the Epiſtle 3 
but ' only heartily Pray to God to give him 
Good Health , and a long Life, that he 
may continue ,' as be has ever been, the 
Ornament of [carning,and to his Country. 
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To My SON. 
. April 3- 1658 3. 


Do not remember ever tohave re- 
fusd any thing you have defird 
of me,whichT take to beagreater 
Compliment to you,” than tomy 
ſelf; fince for a Young manto 


make none but Reaſonable Defires;zs yet 


more extraordinary, than for an Old 
Man to think 'them ſo. ' 'That which 
you made me ſome time fince, and 
have ſo often renew'd, ' I have at laſt 


refolv'd to comply with , as well as 


the reſt ; and if I hve; will leave you 
ſome Memoirs of what has naſPd in 
my Publick Imployments , eſpecially 
thc abroad, which react*d from the 
Year 1665, to 1678 ;-and runthrough 
the moſt Important Foretgn Negon- 
ations of the” Crown, with great 
connexion of Afﬀairs at Home, du- 
ring this Period ', and the Revoluti- 
ons it produc'd, The Confidence of 
the King, my Maſter, and of His Chief 
Miniſters, as well as that of others a> 

broad, 
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board, gave me the advantage to di- 
cernand obſerve the trite Springs and 
Motions of Both, which were often mi- 
ſtakenin Cenrt, and: Parliament, and 
thereby faſten'd many Suſpicions, Con- 
fidences, Applauſes, Repraaches, . up- 
on Perſons, and at times where they 
were very undeſerved. Twenty yearsef 
my Life Ipaſsd inPublick Thoughts and 
Buſineſs, from the Thirty Second to the 
Fifty Sepond Year of my; Age, which [ 
take to. be the part of a Man's Life fit- 
teſt to be dedicated to the Service of His 
Prince, or State 3 the —— uſually 
too much taken up with his Pleaſures, 
or his Eaſe, The Native. Jove of my 
Countrey, and its Antient Legal Conſt1- 
tations, would : not ſuffer me to enter 
into any  Publick Afﬀairs, till the way 
was open for the King's Happy Reſtau- 
-xation 42 1660. And in 1680, you know 
I ſent you to acquaintthe King with my 
Reſalutions to paſs the remainders ofmy 
Life like as good a private Subje&, as 
any he-had.z but never more to med- 
dle with any Publick Imployment. 
All the reſt of my Age re, and 
*\;3nce that Peniod , I chave taken no 
more notice of what paſyd upon the 


Pullick Scene, than an Old man uſes te 
do 
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do of what is ated on a Theatre, where 
he gets as cafie a Seat as he can, entertains 
himfelf with what paſſes upon the Stage, 
not caring who the Aﬀtors are, or what 
the Plot,nor whether he goes out before 
the Play be done. Therefore you muſt 
expett nothing from me out of the com- 
paſs of that time, nor any thing of that 
it (ef, with much application or care, 
further than of Truth. You know how 
lazy I am m my Temper, how uneaſte in 
my. Health, how weak my Eyes, and 
how much of my time paſſes in Walking 
or Riding, and thereby fencing all I can 
againſt two cruel Diſeaſes that have for 
ſome time purſu'd me : So that I doubt 
the fatisfa&ion you expedt,will be chiefly 
owing to Ill Health, or Ill Weather, 
which yet are not like to fail at my Age, 
and in our Climate. For the reſt, if you 
find any thing, either inſtructing or di- 
verting in what I ſhall write upon this 
Subject, you may attribure it wholly to 
the Kindneſs and Eſteem I have for you, 
without which I ſhould not have given 
my ſelf the trouble of ſuch RecolleGti- 
ons; And as I intend them for your 
Uſe, ſo I defire no Other may be made 
of them during my Life 3 when that is 
ended, neither They nor you will be any 

2 | more 


To my don. 


more in my care ; and whatever I leave 


of this or any other kind,wnll be in your 
diſpoſal. I am the gladder, , anditis but 
jaft,that myPublick Imployments fhould 
contribute ſomething to your. Entertain- 
ment, fince they have done ſo 'littke to 


your Fortune 3 upon which I can make , 


you no excuſes: Twas a thing ſo often 
i my Power, that it was never in my 
Thoughts, which were turn'd always 


upon how much Leſs I needed, ... rather | 
than how much More. It yours. have; 


the fame turn, you will be but too Richz 
if the contrary, you will be ever Poor. 
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CHRISTEN DOM), 
From 1672, to 1679. 


CHAP. L 


IL Hving ended the firſt 
J part of theſe Memoirs 
with my Retirement 
from all publick buſi- 
Q- neſs inthe year 1671. 
$ which was ſoon fol- 
S lowed by the Second 

Dutch War , I ſhall 


, begin this with the approaches of the 


UMI 


Peace 1n the Year 1673. 


About this time, after Two Sum- 
mers ſpent in a War between England 
and Holland, with ſeveral encounters at 
Sea, but no decilive Ation 3 both Par- 

B ties 
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ties began to enter upon thoughts, and 
indeed neceſiities of a Peace. The Na- 
tions had been at War without being 
angry 3 and the Quarrel had been 
thought on both ſides, rather of thgMi- 
niſtriesthan the Peoples. The Duxch be- 
lev'd it at firſt intended only againſt De 
Witt's Faction, in favour of the Prince 
of Oraree; and in Exgland, ſome lajd*it 
to the Corruption of Miniſters, by the 
Money of France; and ſome that pre- 
tended to think deeper, laid it to 
decper Deſigns. The Lord Clifford's 
viotence in beginning it, gave 1t an ill 
air in general z and the diſuſe of Parlia- 
ments, a cruel maim 1n the chiet Sinews 
of War. | | 
The Subſidies from France bore; no 
proportion to the charge of our Fley 
and our ſtrength at: Sea ſeed; 
letien'd than increas'd.by the conjupgian 
of theirs : Onr Seamen fought. /twthour 
heart, and were more afraid of -thair. 
Friends than their . Fnemies 3 and our 
Diſcontents were fo great at Lan, that 
the Aſſembling of our Malitia to defend 
our Coaſts, was thought as dangerous 
as an Invaſion. But that which moſt 
prek'd His Viajelty to the thoughts of 
a Peace, was the reſolution of pair to 


de- 


UMI 


UMI 


MEMOIR Ss, 


declare: the War with England, as they 
had done already with France, in favour 
of Holland; unleſs the: Peace were ſud- 
denly made'3 which would have been 
ſuch a blow to our Trade, as could not 
early have been fenc'd ; and loſt us that 
of the Mediterranean, as the Dutch War 
had done that 'of the Northers Seas: So 
as the neceſlity of this conjunure was 
only kept oft by the Honour of our 
Alliance with France. However that 
Crown being not ableto furniſh Siipplies 
enough to carry on the War-wtthout a 
Parliament, could not oppoſe the calling 
one upon this occafion. When the Par- 
liament'met, tho they ſeem'd willing to 
give-the King Money, yet it was to make 
the Peace with Holland, and not to car- 
ry ot! the War'z + And upon His Majeſty?s 
demanding their Advice; they 'gave it 
unanimoutly, That the Peace' ſhould be 
made. 

: There were roo many Parties engag'd 
in this-'Quarrel to think of a-General 
Peace, ' thoa Treaty to that purpofe had 
been f:t on foot at Cologr,under the Me- 
dration of the Sredes, between the Vi- 
niſters'of the Emperor, Spain, Holland, 
and' ſome Princes of the Emptre on the 
one part, and His Viajeſty and Frame on 
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the other, but without any the. leaſt ap- 
Pearance 'of Succeſs. For tho all the 
Confederates had a mind- to the Peace 
between England and Holland, yet none 
of them deſired it with France : This 
made. both the Dutch and the Spaniards 
{ct on foot all the engines they could, to 
engage His Majcſty in ſome Treaty of a 
—_— Peace, to which the neceſlity of 

His Afﬀaiuvs, the humour of. his People, 
2nd the inſtances of his Parhament at: laſt 
determir?d him towards the end of the 
year 1673. 

Lpon the firſt Mecting of the Parlia- 
ment, the Duke of Buckingham, to in- 
gratiate, himſelf with the; Houſe of 
Commons (whole ill humour began: to 
appear againſt thoſe they <ſteem'd the 
chief Authors of the War) had deſired 
leave of that Houſe that | he might. be 
heard'thcre in his own defence upon that 
ſubje&. Ia his Speech , among many 
endeavours to throw the odium of the 
War trom himſclt rpon my Lord Ar- 
lington, be dc11.%] that Lord might be 
ask'd who was the Author of the Triple- 
Alliance? As if he underſtood himiclf 
to be; ſo. The Lord Arlington coming 

afterwards, upon the like deſire,into the 
ſame Houſe ct Commons, and anſwer- 


ing 
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inz ſome parts of the Duk@&s Speech 3 
when he came to that particular, He 
told them, he conld ealily anſwer that 
Queſtion of the Duke's, by telling them, 
That the Author of that Alliance was 
Sir Willianr Temple. This, T ſuppoſe.gave 
the occaſion for RefleQions upon what 
had paſs'd in the courfe of my former 
Amballies in Holand, and at Aix; and 
H's Majeſty, and his Miniſters, the re- 
ſolution to ſend for me out of my private 
retreat, where I had paſſed two years 
(as L intended to do the reſt of my Lite) 
and to engage mein going over into Hol- 
lin4to make the ſeparate Peace with that 
State. 

Upon the 24. of February, 1674. His 
Majeſty receivd the certain Advice, of 
the States having paſſed a reſolution, 
Thatthe Charges and Dignities poſleſſed 
by the Prince of Orange and his Ance- 
ſtors, ſhould become Hereditary to his 
Children. And at the ſame time heal- 
{o recerv'd a Letter from the States, with 
the deſire of Paſsports, for the Ainbaſla- 
dors whom they were rcſolv'd to fend 
to His Majeſty with Inſtruions and 
Powers totreat and conclude a Peace , 
and in the mean time they offered a ſu- 
ſpenſjon of Arms. This offer coming 

3 upon 
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upon the neck of the Parliaments advice 
to His Majelty to enter into Treaty with 


the Spaniſh Ambaſſador upon the Propo- 


fitions he had advancd, ! and whach the 
King had order'd to be fent to the Par- 
lament. It was not believd by the Mi- 
niſters, that a Treaty conld be refuſed 
without drawing-too much odtum upon 
themſelves, and reflection upon the Go- 
vernment. On the other fide, it was ſu- 
{peted what Prattiſes might be ſet on 
foot by Dutch Ambaſtadors, upon the 
general diſcontent reigning againſt the 
preſent War. Theretore that very at- 
ternoon a reſolution was taken at the 
private Juncto, to ſend, rather than to 
receive an Ambaſly upon this ſubject 3 
and that ſhould be the perſon 1mploy d. 
Two Gentlemen were ſent to my 
Honſe within half an hour of one ano- 
ther, from the Earl of Danby then Lord 
Treaſurer, and the Earl of Arlington, 
firſt Secretary of State, to order my At- 
tendance upon His Majeſty. My Lord 
Arlington told me, he would not pre- 
tend the merit of having nam'd me up- 

on this occaſion, nor could the well tel], 

whether the King or Lord Treaſurer did 
it firſt ; but that the whole Committee 
had joyn'd in it. and concluded, That 


{ince 
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lince the Peace was to be made, there 
was 10 other Perſon to be thought of for 
it : And accordingly the King gave me 
his Coinmands, with many expreliions 
of kindnels and confidence.to prepare for 
my Journey, and the Secretary to draw 
up my inſtructions. I told the King I 
would obey him, and with a great deal 
of pleaſure to ſee his Majeſty returning 
to the Meaſures upon which I had for- 
merly ſerv'd him 5 but that I might do 
it the better,l begg'd of him that | might 
g0 over without the Character of Am- 
baſlador, which would delay, or em- 
barras me with preparations of Equi- 
page, and with Ceremomies there, that 
were unneceſlary to ſo ſudden a diſpatcit, 
His Majeſty thought what I ſaid very 
pertinent, and fo order'd, that I ſhould 
go only as Plenipotentiary 3 but that I 
ſhould have in all kinds the appointment 
of Ambaſlador, and that I ſhould take 
upon me the Character too when the 
Peace was concluded. 

Within three days was ready 3 and 
the morning my diſpatches were ſo 
too, the Marqueſs of Frezuo, Spaniſh 
Amballador, ſent my Lord Arlington 
word (while I was with him, that he 
had receiv'd full power from the States 
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to Treat and Conclude a Peace, and was 
ready to enter upon it whenever His 
Majeſty pleaſed. My Lord Arlington 
ſurpriz?2d, was at firſt of opinion the 
King ſhould go on in his own way, and I 
my Journcy, and give the Spaniards no 
part in the Atfairz I was of another 
mind, and that beſides the point of Ho- 
nour, which was clcar, i having the 
Peace made rather at Lender than the 
Hague, 1 thought That of Intereſt might 
be the better purſued, when we were 
ſought to by the States, than when we 
ſought to them : Beſides, I believed the 
Spaniard would play us fair in a Game 
that he thought ſo much his own, and 
not ſuffer the Dutco to ſtop at any ſmall 
Points, eſpecially thoſe of Honour , 
whereas that of the Flag (tho' ſuch) 
was one His Majeſty ought to Jay moſt 
to heart. My Lord Arlington, after ſome 
deoate agreed with me, and defii*] me 
to go immediately and acquaint the King 
with this new an4 unexpected incident, 
who was then at the Houſe of Lords. 
The King { em'd pleasd with the change, 
and told me, That ſince I did not Treat 
it at the Hague, 1 ſhould however at 
London ; and bid me go and acquaiut 
the Marqueſs of Frezze with his reſo- 
| WE | lution, 
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lution, That if he and I could agree up- 
on the terms, the thing ſhould ſoon be 
done. 

The terms to be inſiſted on, were foon 
agreed by His Majeſty at the Foreign 
Committee, which was compoſed of the 
Lord Chancellor Finch, the Lord Trea- 
ſurer, the Lord Arlington, and Mr. Henry 
Coventry,Secretaries of State, with whom 
His Majeſty order'd my attendance upon 
this Aﬀair. When I was inſtructed of 
His Majeſty's pleaſure, I went to the 
Marqueſs of Frezzo, and at three Meet- 
tings I concluded the whole Treaty with 
latisfattion to His Majeſty, and tranſ- 
port to the Marqueſs, upon fo great an 
Honour as he thought it to himſelf, and 
the Fortunes he expefted upon it from 
his Maſter. The Articles being publick, 
need no place here, Thetwo Points of 
oreateſt difficulty were, that of the Flag, 
and the recalling all Ezeliſþ Troops out 
of the French Service. This laſt wascom- 
povd by private Engagements to ſuffer 
thoſe that were there to wear out with- 
out any Recruits, and to permitno new 
ones to go overz but at the ſame time 
to give leave for ſuch Levies as the States 
ſhould think fit to make in Kis Majeſty's 
Dominions, both of Erglif and Scotch 


Regt- 
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Reigments. The other of the Flag was 
crrried to all the height His Majeſty 
could wiſh, and thereby a Claim of the 
Crown the acknowledgment of its 
Domimon in the Narrow Seas, allow'd 
by Treaty from the moſt Powerful of our 
Neighbours at Sea, which had never yet 
been yiclded to by the Weakeſt of them 
that I remember in the whole courſe of 
our pretence, and had ferv'd hitherto 
but for an occaſion of quarrel, whenever 
We or They had a mind to it, upon 0- 
ther Reaſonsor Conjectures Nothing, 
I confeſs, had ever given me a greater 
ns in the greateſt Publick Afﬀairs [ 
run through, than this Succeſs, as 
having been a Point I ever had at heart, 
and in my endeavours, to gain upon my 
firſt Nagotiations in He#and ; but found 
Monſicur De Wit ever inflexible, though 
he agreed with me, that it would bea 
Rock upon which our firmeſt Alliances 
would be in danger to ſtrike, and to fplit 
when ever other Circumſtances fell in to 
make either of the Parties content to al- 
ter the Meaſures we had entred into up- 
on the Tripple Alliance. The Sum of 
Money given His Majeſty by the States, 
though it was not conſiderable 1n it elf, 
and leſs to the King, by the greateſt part 
of 
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of it being applied to the Prince of 


Orange's ſxisfaction for. his Mothers Por- 
tion, that had never been payd; yet it 
gave the King the whole Honour of the 
Peace, as the' Sum given by the Parlia- 
ment upon it, and the general fatisfa- 
ion of his People made-the-eaſe of it. 
And thus happily ended - our part of a 
War ſo fatal to the reſt of Chriflendowin 
the Conſequences of it, which no Man 
perhaps now alive will ſee the end of,and 
had been begun and carried on as far asit 
would go, under the Miniſtry of 'five 
Men, who were uſually called, The Ca- 
bal; a Wordunluckily falling out of the 
five firſt Letters of their Names, that is, 
Clifford, Arlington, Buckingham, Aſhley 
and Lauderdale. But though the Coun- 
{els and Condu& of theſe Men had be- 
gun the War with two unuſual ſtrains to 
the Honour of the Crown, in the attaque 
of the Syrna-Fleet, and ſtopping up rhe 
Pank 3 yet it muſt be allowd them to 
have ſucceeded well in the Honours they 
propoy'd to themſelves : Clifford naving 
zam'd by it the place of High-Treaſurer, 
and Title of a Baron; Afpley the Chans 
cellor's place,and an Earldom ; Arlingtor 
an Earldom,with the Garter 3 and Lau- 
derdale a Dukedom, with the Garter. 

a - The 
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The Duke of Buckinghane being already 
poſieſt of all the Honours the Crown 
could give of that kind, contented him- 
{If to make no better a bargain in thts 
matter, than he uſed to do in all others 
that concern'd him, and fo pretended no 
further than Commands jn the Army. 
And thus, inſtead of making ſo great a 
King as they pretended by this Dutch 
War and French Alliance, -they had the 
Honour of making only tour great Sub- 
jects. 

Afﬀter ths Peace was made, His Maje- 
ſty's firft care was toſooften the ſtroak as 
much as he could towards France; which 
was done by repreſenting the neceflities 
of it (that needed no falſe colours), and 
at the ſame time to offer his Mediation 
between the Parties remaining till in 
the War, in caſe Frarre cither delird or 
accepted of itz which took up ſometime 
to determine. In the mean while I con- 


tinued in . the Poſture and Thoughts of 


the Private Man I was in before this Re- 
volution, till about a week after the 
whole concluſion of it, when my Lord 
Arlington told me how kindly the King 
took of we both the readineſs I had ex- 
pref in going over into Holland, and 
the ealine(s I ſhew'd ypon the failing of 

that 
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that Commiſſion, as well as the pains 
and ſucceſs-in the Treaty with the Spe- 
iſh Amballador 3 and not knowing any 
thing better he kad to give me, he was 
reſolvdto ſend me — Extraor- 
dinary into Sp4i 5 and to rhat purpoſe 
mdcdy di recall Sir William Godal- 


phin, the Ordinary Ambaſlador there,for 


many reafonsthat He ſaid, made it ne- 
ceſlary'1n'this-Conjuncture. 

I acknowledg'd the Honour His Ma- 
zeſty intended me, but deſir'd time to 
give my Anſwer till I had conſulted my 
Father upon 1t,, who was then in-frelaxd, 
but inthe watention of coming ſuddenly 
over ; however, 12 a month-I undertook 
to reſolve. My Lord Arlington told me,He 
did not expect any demur upon ſuch an 
Offer, which, he took to-be of the beſt 
Employment the King had to give; and 
therefore he had; already acquainted the 
Spaniſh Ambaſlador withit, who receiv'd 
it with great joy, and refolv'd /zmmedi- 
tely to give part of it to the Court at 
Madrid, which he was ſure was already 
done, and therefore he would reckon 
upon It as a thing concluded, though 
for thegood Grace of it to my Father, he 
undertook the King would give me the 
time I ask'd to refolve. When I writ to 

my 
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my Father upon this Subje&, he was 
{o violent againſt my charging my ſelf 
with this Ambaſly, that I could 'not find 
any temper: to fatisfie -him, and upon 
was forc'd to: make my! excuſes' to the 
King, /; When I did ſo,- His Mafetty was 
pleas d to.afſure:me: he did not at all take 
tt illof mes :and that, 'on the! contrary, 
he interided me:a better Employment; 
That he was .at'preſene engag'd: for the 
Secretary's Place, upon\my Lord Arling- 
lon's. remaval to Chamberlain; but that 
he reſslv'd: thenext removalfhould be to 
make toom-forme. This Ltold'my Lord 
Arlizqton,” who: preſently ſaid,”'That he 
behev!d 1 'cbold: not retuſe the. Spariſh 
Ambaſſay,: bue upon defign of the Secre- 
tary?s. Places and fince]defirad it, and 
the King felÞiheo it of himſelf; he would 
play theieafieſt Part 53n it that-he could, 
He was: indeed agreed: with' Sir Joſeph 
Williamſon tor 60001. and the 'King had 
conſented that'he ſhould enter -upor: it at 
his return from: Cologrr, which was every 
day expected: but yet he 'made-fuch a- 
difference .bertveen the' Perſons; that he 
would find ſome way to avoid it; 1n caſe 
I would. lay.down the 6000 1.1 afhar'd 
his Lordthip,-1'had no fuch debgn, nor 
ſach a Sum of \loney to lay down while 
an ; my 
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my Father enjoy d the Eſtate of the Fa- 
mily 3 That if T had, I ſhould be very 
unwilling to purſne it ſo far as. to give 
his Lordſhip any ſtrain in a matter alrea- 
dy promigd and concluded 3 and there- 
fore defird him. to. think no further of 
it. But he was not of opinion I covId 
fttck at any thing but the Money, and 
acquainted Mr. Moxtague and Mr, Sid- 
ey, who were Friends to us both, with 
this trariſadion, and ſet them upon me 
to bring it to an iſſue before the other 
came over: | they both endeavoured it 
with great inſtances, and Mr. Montagae 
was ſo kind asto offer to lend me the 
Money, but I was poſitive 1m, refyſing 
it 3 'yet at the fame time I told my Lord 
Arlington; That, not to ſeem humour- 
oys in declining the offers he had made 
me from the King or from himſelf, I 
was content they ſhould both know, 
Thar if his Viajeſty had occalion to, ſend 
an Ambaſly mio Holland upon thePeace, 
I would very willingly ſerve him there, 
where I kitew the Scene ſo well. Sa 
that matter ſlept for the preſent. 

In the mean. while France had thought 
fit to accept 'and approve the; King's 
offer of Mediation, That of Swede be- 
mg ended by the Afembly at Cologn's 

break= 


15 


16 


MEMOIR 58S, 


breaking up, in Expoſtulations and quar- 
rels apon the Emperor's ſeizing the per- 
fon of Prince William of Furftenburgh, a 
ſabjeC of the Empire, but an inſtrument 


of France, as his Brother the Biſhop of 


Starsburgh had been in all the late deſigns 
and invaſions of that Crown upon their 
Neighbours. The King told me, That 
being reſolv'd to offer his Mediation to 
all the Confederates, as he has done al- 
ready toFrance;and finding [had no mind 
to Engage in cither of thoſe imployments 
which had of late been offer'd me, He 
was reſolv'd to ſend me Ambaſſador Ex- 
traordinary into Ho!lard,to offer His Vie- 
diation there, as the Scene of the Confe- 
derates Common-Councels,and by their 
means to endeavour the acceptance of it 
by the reſt of the Princesconcern'd in the 
War. © ThatI knew the Plaee and Per- 
ſons better than any man, and could do 
him more Service both in this, and con- 
rinuing all good correſpondency between 
Him and the States, which he was reſolv'd 
to preſerve. That I ſhould have the Cha- 
racter of Ambaſlador extraordinary, and 
the ſame allowance I ſhould have had in 
Spain. Upon this offer, made no demur, 
but immediately accepted it, and ſo my 
Ambaſly was declared in ay 1674. 

But 
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But to make way for my entring upon 
this great Scene, it will be neceſlary ro de- 
duce in ſhort, the courſe of Aﬀeairs abroad 
from the firſt Period of the preſent War, 
to this ſecond of His Majeſty's ſeparate 
Peace with Holand, and the ſeveral difpo- 
ſitions among the Parties thar were likely 
to facilitate or to croſs the deſign of the 
King's intended Mediation. 

No clap of Thunder in a fair froſty 
day, could more aſtoniſh the World,than 
our Declaration of War againſt Holland 
in 1672 3 firſt by matter of Fa&, in 
falling upon their Smyrna Fleet, and in 
conſequence of that (however it faild ) 
by a formal Declaration, in which we 
gave reaſons for our Quarrel, while 
France contented themſelves to give no 
other for their parr of it, than only the 
Glory of that King. The Dutch could 
never be poſleſt with a belief that. we 
were in earneſt, till the blow was given, 
but thought our unkindneſs and expoſtu- 
lations of late, would end at laſt either 
in demands of Money, or the Prince of 
Orange's Reſtitutionto tothe Authority of 
his Anceſtors. The Princes eoncern'd 
in their Safety, could not believe, that 
after having ſav'd Flanders out of the 
hands of France, we would ſuffer Hol- 

C land 
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land to fall into the fame danger; and 
my Lord Arlington told me at that time, 
that the Court of Frarce did not 'believe 
it themſelves, till the Blow was ſtruck 
in the Attack of the Swyrna Fleet. ' But 
then they immediately fet out their -De- 
claration, and began their Invaſion. This 
ſurprize made way for their prodigious 
ſucceſles. The Dutch had made no pro- 
viſion for their Defence, either at Home 
or Abroad; and the Empire, Spain and 
Sweden, (ſtood at a gaze, upon the open- 
ing of the War, not knowing upon what 
Concerts between us and France, it was 
begun, nor how far we would ſuffer it 
to:-go on upon the French Conqueſts, 
Beſides, the Animoſities of the (Parties + 
in Holland, long expreſsd under their 
new Conſtitution, and De Witt's Mini- 
ſtry, began to flame again upon this miſ- 
fortune of their State. The Prince's 
Fnends talk d loud and boldly, thatthere 
was no way to fſatisfie Ereland, but re- 
ſtoring the Prince; and that the Baſeneſs 
and Cowardice of their Troops, were 
the efic&s of turning out all Officers of 
Worth and Bravery for their Inclinations 
to the Prinee, and mean Fellows brought 
1m for no-other deſert, than their Enmity 
declar'd to the Houſe of Orange. oy 
this, 
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d this, all Men expected a ſudden Change ; 
e, the States were in diſorder.and irrefolute 
'e whatto do; the Troops were without a 
k * General, and, which is worſe, without 
ut heart 3 \and tho De Raytor by admira- 
e- bleCondut kept the Infection of theſe 
is Evils out of his Fleet, which was our 
us part to'deal with; yet Faction, Diſtruſt, 
o- Sedition, and Diſtraction. made fuch-en- 
1© trances. upon the State and the Artny, 
id when the French Troops firſt invaded 
n- . them, that ofall the Towns' and Fortrefſ- 
at ſes on the German-lide ( held impregna- 
as ble in all their former Wars) not one 
it beſides Maſtricht made any ſhew of Re- 
ts, fiſtance, and the French became immedt- 
es - ately Viaſters of alt the In:land Parts of 
ir the Provinces, in as {little time as Tra- 
11- vellers uſually employ to'fce and conli- 
iſ- derithem. ' Maſtricht was taken, after' a 
2's ſhort Siege, as Skinſconce, by the help-of 
re an-cxtremedry Seaton, that made Rivers 
e- tfordable: where they had; never been e- 
fs ſteentd fo before. The King of France 
re marchqd-asfar as Utrecht, where he xd 
of his Camp and his Court,and from thenee 
ns began toconſider of the ways how to pol- 
he feſs himfelf of the reſt, which was deten- 
ty ded'on]y by their Seitnation upon ſonie 
on flat' Lands; that, as they had by infinite 
15, nf labour 
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labour in Canals and Digues, been either 
gair?d or preſerv'd from Inundations, ſo 
they were ſubject to them upon. opening 
the Sluces, whenever the Dutch found 
no other way of ſaving their Country, 
but by /oſng it. This, at leaſt, was gene- 
rally believ'd in the Frezch Camp and 
Court; and, as I have heard, was the 
Preſervation of the State : For that King 
unwilling to venture the Honour and Ad- 
vantage of ſuch Conqueſts as he had 
made that Summer, upon the hazards of 
a new ſort of War with a mercilels Ele- 
ment, where neither Condu& nor Cou- 
rage were of uſe, reſolv'd to leave the 
relt to practices ot Peace with the States, 
upon the adyantage of the terms he ſtood 
1n,' and the ſimall diſtance of place be- 
tween them; or, if theſe ſhould not ſuc- 
ceed, then he truſted to the Froſts of the 
following Winter, which ſeldom fail in 
that Country, to make all paſſable and 
ſafe for Troops and Carriages themſelves 


that in Summer would be impaſſable, 


either from the Waters, or the depth of 
Soul. 
In the mean time the State and the Go- 


yernment of Holland took a new Form, 
and;;:with it a new Heart, Monſieur 


De Witt and his Brother had been  Maſ- 
ſacred 
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ſacred by the ſidden fury of the People 
at the Hague, and by the Fate of Mi- 
niſters that Govern by a Party or Fa&ti- 
on, who are uſually Sacrificed to the 
firſt great Misfortunes abroad that fall 
in to aggravate or inflame the general 
Diſcontents at home. The fa& and the 
manner having been very unuſual, may 
be the Subje&t of others enquiry, asit 
was of Mine, which gave me this ac- 
count. The Ruart of Puttc», Eldeſt 
Brother to Monſieur De Witt, had been 
accuſed of a delign upon the Prince's 
Life, and of Endeavouring by Money 
to engage one of His Highneſs's Dome- 
ſtiques in that Attempt. But no other 
Witneſs appearing, he was Sentenc*d on- 
ly to be BaniſW'yJ, at which the People 
{ſhow*d great diſlatisfa&ion, being poſleſt 
with an Opinion of his Guilt. The 
Morning he was to come out of Priſon, 
Monſieur De Witt (againſt the Opinion 
of His Friends ) would needs go himſelf 
to bring him out with more Honour , 
and carry him out of Town, and to that 
purpoſe went with his Coach and four 
Horſes to the Court. This being not 
uſual ro this Miniſter, made the People 
take more notice of it, and gather toge- 
ther Tumultuouſly firſt in the Streets 
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where he paſſed, anl then about the 
Court where 'the-/ Priſoner . was kept. 
Some of the Train'd Bands of the Hagwe 
that were upon the Guard, mingled a- 
mong them, and began to rail aloud a- 
gainſt the Judgment ot the Court, the 
Crime of one Brother, and the Inſolence 
of the Other , who pretended ( as they 
ſaid ) to carry him away in Tnumph. 
In the midſt of this Heat and Paſhon 
raisd by theſe kind of Diſcourſes among 
the Populace, the two Brothers came 
out, ſome of the Train'd Bands ſtop'd 
them , began to treat them at firſt with 
ill Language, and from Words fell to 
blows 3 upon which, Monſieur De Witt 
{oreſeeing how the Tragedy. would end, 
took his Brother by the hand, and was at 
the ſame time knock'd down with the 
butt-end of a Musket. They were bot 
preſently laid dead upon the place, - then 
drag'd about the Town by the Fury of 
the People, and Torn in pieces. Thus 
ended one « f the greateſt Litcs of any 
Subject in our Age, and about the 47th. 
year of his own, after having Serv'd or 
rather Adminiſtred that State as Penti- 
oner of Holland for about eighteen years, 
with great Honour to ts: Countrey 
and himſclf. After the Death of theſe 
| Bro- 
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Brothers, the Provinces and Towns run 
with Unanimous Voices into Publick de- 
mandy of the Prince's being reſtored to 
the Authority of his Anceſtors. The States 
had in the beginning of the year declar'd 
him Captain General, and Admiral of 
Their Forces, which was no more than 
De Witt had always profeſt was deſigned 
for him, when he ſhould be of Age; but 
this was found neither to have ſatisfied 
England, nor thePrince's Party at home, 
and therefore all the Members of the State 
agreed in thoſe Acts that were thought 
neceflary to a full Reſtitutionof his High- 
neſs, now at the Age of Twenty one 
Years, to the Ofhcz2 and Power of Stadt- 
holder , with all advantages, and even 
ſome more than thoſe which had been ex- 
ercivd by his Anceſtors. At the ſame 
time Monſieur Fage! was introduc'd ints 
Monſieur De Witt's Place of Pentioner 
of Holland, whole love ro his Country 
made him a Lover ofthe Prince, as behe- 
ving it could not be favd by any other 
Hand, and whoſe Zeal to his own Re- 
ligion, made him an Enemy 1rreconc1- 
lable to, Fraxce, whoſe Profefitons as well 
as Deſigns were to deſtroy it. 
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This Revolution, as it calm'd all at 
Home, fo it made the firſt Appearance 
of defending what was left of the Coun- 
trey. The State grew United, the Ar- - 
my in heart, and Foreign Princes began 
to take Confidence in the Honour and 
Conſtancy of the Young Prince, which 
they had in a manner wholly loſt upon 
the Diviſions and Misfortunes of the 
State, The French themſelves turn'd all 
Their Applications and Practices the 
% ſame way, and made the Prince all the 
| Offers that could be of Honour and 
Advantages to his Perſon and Family, 
provided he would be contented to de- 
pend upon them. The Bait they 
thought could not fail of being ſwallow, 
|| and about which moſt Artifice was im- 
| ploy?*d, was the Propoſal of making the 
Prince Soveraign of the Provinces under 
the Protection of Ereland and Fraxce. 
And to ſay truth, at a time when {o lit- 
tle of the Provinces was left, and what 
remain d was under Water, and in fo 
" eminent danger upon the firſt Froſts of 
the- Winter, this ſeem'd a lure to 
which a meaner Soul than that of 
this Prince might very well ſtoop. 
But his was above it, and his Anſwers 


i-[} | always 
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always firm, Thathe never would betray 
2a Truſt that was given him, nor ever 
ſell the Liberties of his Countrey, that 


- his Anceſtors had ſo long defended. 


Yet the Game he play'd, was then 
thonght ſo deſperate, that one of his 
neareſt Servantstold me he had long ex- 
poſtulated it with his Maſter, and ask'd 
him at laſt, how he pretended to hive, 
after Holland was loſt ? and whether he 
had thought ſo far > The Prince told 
him he had, and that he was refolv'd to 
live upon the Lands he had left in Germa- 
y; and that he had rather paſs his life 
in Hunting there, than ſell his Countrey 
or his Liberty to France at any Price. I 
will fay nothing of the Ambaſly ſent at 
this time by his Majeſty to the French 
King at Utrecht, where the Three Am- 
baſladors, Duke of Buckinharm, Lord Ar- 
lington, and Lord Halifax found him in 
his higheſt Exaltation 3 for I cannot pre- 
tend to know what the true ends or ſub- 
je& of it was. The common belief in 
England and Holland made it to be our 
jealouſie of the French Conqueſts goin 

ro faſt, whilſt ours were ſo lame; _- 
great hopes were rais'd in Holland, that 
it was to ſtop their Courſe or _ 5 
| ur 
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but theſe were ſoon daſh'd by the return 
of the Ambaſſadors, after having renew'd 
and faſten'd the meafures formerly taken 
between the 'two Crowns. And the 
Ambaſladors were indeed content as they 
paſt through Hollaxd, that the firft ſhould 
be thought3. which gave occafion for a 
very. good Repartee of the Princeſs Dow- 
ager tothe Duke of Buckingham, who vi- 
fired het as they paſs'd through the 
Hagze, and talking much of their being 
good Hollanders, ſhe told him, that was 
more than they ask'd, which was only, 
That they ſhould be good Ergliſh men ; 
he aſſurd her, they were not only ſ6;but 
good Dwtch-men too ; that indeed they 
did not uſe Holland like a Miſtreſs, but 
they lov'd her like a Wife 3 to which 
ſhe replied , Vrayment je croy, que vous 
nous aymes comme vous aymes la w9- 
tre. 
When Fraxce loſt all hopes of ſhaking 
the Prince of Orange's Conſtancy, they 
bent all their thonghts upon ſubduing 
and rung the remainder of the Coun- 
trey. They. had advanc'd as far as Wor- 
den, and from thence they made their 
ravages within two or three Leagues of 


Legdaw, with more violences and cruel- 
nes 
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nes than would have been prudent, if 
they had hop to reclaim the Prince or 
States from the obſtinacy of their. de- 
fence. The Prince Encamp'd his Ar- 
my near Bodgrave, between Leyden 
and Worden, and there made ſach a 
ſtand with a handful of men, as the 
French could never force. The Winter 
prov'd not favourable to their hopesand 
deſigns, and ſome promiſes of Froſts 
inveigled them into Marches that 
provid almoſt fatal to them by a 
ſudden thaw. This frighted. them in- 
to Cautions, perhaps more- than were 
necetſary, and gave the Prince and States 
teaſure to take their meaſures forafollow- 
ing Campagne, with the Emperor , 
Spain, and the Duke of Brandenburgh 
and Lanenbyrgh, which prov'd a diver- 
fion to the Arms of France, and turn'd 
part of them upon Germany and Flanders, 
{o as to give over the progreſs any fur- 
ther in Holard. Upon the approach 
of the Winter, the Prince, after having 
taken Narden, three Leagues from Am» 
ſterdam , in ſpight of all reſiſtance and 
oppoſition from either the French or the 
Seaſon, reſolv'd, like another young Sci- 
pio, to ſave his Countrey by abandbning 
It, and to ayoid ſo tmany Sieges, as all 

the 
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the Towns they had loſt would coſt to 
recover 3 He contented - himſelf to leave 
the chief Poſt guarded with a part of 
the Army, and with the reſt marched 
into Germany, joyn'd part of the Confe- 
derate Troops , beſieg?d Bonne, which 
had been put into the hands of France 
at the beginning of the War, wherein 
the EleGor of Cologrr, and the Biſhop of 
Munſter had entred jointly with France. 
The boldneſs of this Action amazd all 
men, but the ſucceſs extoll'd the pru- 
dence as well as the bravery of it ; for 
the Prince took Bonne, and by it open'd 
a paſſage for the German Forces over the 
Rhine, and fo into Flanders, and gave 
ſuch a damp to the Deſigns and Enter- 
prizes of France, that they immedately 
abandoivd all their Conqueſts upon Hol- 
land in lefs time than they made them, 
retaining only Maſtricht and the Grave, 
of all they had poſleſt belonging to this 
State. 

In- this poſture ſtood affairs abroad 
when- the Peace of England was made 
in February 1674, upon the ſtrength and 
heart whereof the Prince of Orange con- 
certed with the German and Spaniſh 
Troops to begin an offenſive War, 


and in the Head of an Army of above 
Forty 
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Forty ' Thouſand Men, to march into 
France. 

The French began now to wiſh the 
War well ended; and were very glad to 
accept his Majeſty's Mediation. The 
King was deſirous to make France ſome 
amends for abandoning the Party, and 
making a ſeparate Peace. Some of His 
Miniſters foreſaw he would be Arbiter 
of the Peace by being Mediator, and 
that he might hinder any ſeparate Trea- 
nes, by mediating a general one, and 
might reſtore peace to Chriſtendom 
whenever he thought fit, and upon what 
Conditions he thought fafe and juſt, 

The only difficulties that appeared in 
this Aﬀair, were what the Confederates 
were like to make in accepting - the 
King's Mediation , whoſe ilate engage- 
ments with Fraxce had made him 
thought very partial on that ſide. - And 
the Houſe of Asſtria finding that Crown 
now abandon'd by England, had too 
greedily, ſwallow d the hopes of a re- 
venge upon them, to defire any ſudden 
Treaty, till the Succeſſes they expetted 
in the War might at leaſt make way for 
reducing France to the Terms of that at 
the Pyrenees, This, I ſuppoſe, gave 
lome occaſion for my being again 

deſign'd 
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defign'd for this Ambaſly, who was 
thought to have ſome credit with Spain 
as well as Holland from the Negotiations 
I had formerly run through at the Hagre, 
Bruſſels and Aix la Chapelle, by which 
the remaining parts of Flanders had been 
ſav'd out of the hands of France in the 
Year 1668. 

But having often refleted upon the 
unhappy. flue of my laſt Publick Em- 
ployments , and the fatal turn of Coun- 
cels in our Court that had occaſlton'd it, 
againſt ſo many wiſer mens Qpinions, as 
well as my own 3 1 reſfolv'd,before I went 
this Journey, to know the ground upon 
which I ſtood, as well as I cauld, = 
found ut, . by finding out what I was able 
of the King's true Sentiments and Diſpo- 
finons, as to- the meaſures: he had now 
taken, or rather renew:d, and truſt no 
more to thoſe of his Munſters, who had 
deceiy'd either Me or themſelves. There- 
fore; a a long Audiehce in his Cloſer, (1 
took occalion to reflect; upon the late 
Councels and Miniſtry: of. the late Cabal, 
how ill His Majeſty had been advis'd to 
break Meaſures and Treaties fo ſolemnly 
taken and agreed 3 how ill he bad been 
ſerv'd, and how ill ſyuccecded, by the vio- 
lent hnmour of the Nation's breaking 

out 
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out againſt ſuch Proceedings, and bythe 
Jealoulies 'theyi;had raisd :againſt the 
Crown. TheKing ſaid, *'Twas true, he 
had ſucceeded 411; but if he had been 
well fervd,; hemight have made a good 
buſineſs 'enough-of it 3 and ſo went on a 

ood deal to juſtifie what was-paſt. I was 
| __ to find\ fach a prefage of what 
might again return fromſuch. a courſe of 
thought in'the King, andiſ{o- went to the 


bottom of that. matter. I ſhew'd how 


difficult , if not unpoſible, it was to 


ſet up here the ſame Religion or Govern- 
-ment that wasin.Frarce; That the uni- 


verſal bent of the Nation: was againſt 


Both 3 That many who 'were;| perhaps, 


indifferent enough in 'the / matter of 
Religion; conſider d it would not be 
chang'd here but by force'of an' Army 3 
and that the ſame force which made the 
King Maſter of "their Rehgion, -made 
him Maſter of' their Liberties--and For- 
tunes too. That in France''thers was 
none to be confider'd but. the Nobles 
and the Clergy 3 That-if a King could 
engage them 1n his dehigns, he had no 
moreto do; for: the Peaſants having no 
Land, were as infignificant!in the Go- 
vernment, as the Women .and Children 
are here. That on the contrary , the 


great 
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great bulk of Land in: :Ezglard lies in 
the hands of the Yeomanry or lower 
Gentry , and their Hearts are high by 
eaſe' and plenty, as thoſe ' of the French 
Peafantry are wholly difpirited by Ia- 
bour and want. That "the Kings of 
France are very great-in poſleſſions of 
Land, and in dependances by ſuch vaſt 
numbers of Offices both Military and 
Civil, as well as Eccleſiaſtical z whereas 
thoſe of England having few Offices to 
beſtow, having parted with their Lands, 
their Court of Wards and Knights Ser- 
vices, have no means to raiſe or keep 
Armies -on foot, but by ſupplies from 
their Parliaments, nor Revenues to main- 
tain any foreign War by other ways. 
That if they had an Army on Foot, yet 
if composd of Erghſb, they would ne- 
ver ſerve ends that the People hated and 
fear d. That the Roman Catholicks in 
Exglend were not the hundredth part of 
the Nation; and in Scotland, not the 
two hundredth ; and it ſeem'd againſt all 
common ſenſe, to think by one part to 
govern Ninty nine that were of contra- 
ry minds and humours. That for fo- 
ren Troops, if they were few, they 
would {ignihe nothing but raiſe to hatred 
and diſcontent z and kow to raiſe to bring 

over 
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over at once, and to maintain many,was 
very hard to imagine. That the Force 
ſeeming neceſſary to ſubdue the Liberties 
and Spirits of this Nation, could not be 
cſteem'd leſs theffan Army of Threeſcore 
Thouſand Men, fince the Romans were 
forced to keep Twclve Legions to that 
purpoſe, the Norman to inſtirute Sixty 
two thouſand Knights Fees, and Cromwel/ 
left. an Army of near Eighty thouſaud 
Men. That I never knew but one Fo- 
reigner that underſtood Fygland well, 
which was Gorrville, (whom I knew the 
King eſteem'd the ſoundelt Head of any 
French-man he had ever ſeen 5 That 
when 1 was at Bruſſels in the firſt Dutch 
War, .and he heard the Parliament grew 
weary of it, he ſaid, The King had no- 
thing to do but to make the Peace; 
That he had been long enough in Erg- 
land, ſeen enough of our Court, and 
People, and Parliaments, to conclude, 
'uin Roy of Angleterre qui _ 
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vent eſire homme de fon + That a King of England 


who will be the MAN 
penple, eſt le plas grand Roy of his People,is the great- 


u monde: mais Sil veuteffre ft fing in the World 
: eat efire | iſh: will be ſome- 


quelque choſe a'avantage, Par thing-more,——— he is 
Nie il weſt plus rien. no'hing at all, 
D The 
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The King heaxd me all yery attentive- 

ly, but ſeenr'd a little impatient at-firſt - 

Yet, at Jaſt, he ſaid, I had reaſon mall 

and ſo hat Corrville; and Jaying his hand 

nt 4 upon mine, he added, Et je venx. eftre 
M A N of I homme de mon peuple. | 

my People My Ambafly Extraordinary to Holland 

was detlared in May, and my Diſpatches 

finiſh*d at the Treaſury as well as the Se«, 

cretary's Office ; ſo as I went away in J#- 

h. My Tiſtruttions were in geperal, To 

aflure the States of His Majeſty's Friend- 

ſhip, and, firm Reſolution tg obſerye his 

Treaties with them ; then to offer his 

Mediarion in the preſent War,which both 

They, an almoſt all Chriſtendoxr, were 

engag*d'1n'; and after their acgeptance of 

it, toendeavour it likewiſe wink all their 

Allies 3 *and; tothat end, to engage the 

Offices* arjd Intervention of the States. 

But itmediatcly after my arrival at the 

Flagne, to repair to the Prince of Orange, 

oive hin Part of Bis Majcſties Intentions 

In all this Affair,and aflurance of his kind- 

neſs, and engage His Highneſs, as far as 

could be, toYcond His Majeſty's defires, 

in promeiing” a General Peace, wherein 

the Ozited Provinces ſcem'd. to have the 

oreateſt Intereſt, 
After 
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After my arrival at the Hagye in July 
1674. and a dclivery of my Credentials 
to the Prefident of the. Week, and a Viſit 
to the Pentioner, wherein I diſcover'd a 
ſtrong Inclination in the States to a 
Peace, as far as their Honour and En- 
gagements to their - Allies would allow 


. them, and was afjur'd of the States ac- 


cepting His Majeſties Mcdiation 3 I went 
away to Arntwarp, in hopesto have tound 
the Prince at his Camp there, between 
Antwerp and Lovain, where he hadlain 
ſome time attending the Advance ofthe 
Confederate Troops,wtth whom hehad 
concerted to joyn his Army upon their 
arrival in Flanders. But two days before 
I came to Antwerp, the Army was 
march'd beyond L ovair, ſo asI was forc'd 
to go to Bruſſels, and there deſire a 
Guard to convey me to the Camp. The 
Pun&tilio's of my Charader would not 
ſuffer me to ſee the Count Mortery,tho 1 
had for ſome yearsliv'd at Bruſſels 1n par- 
ticular Frindſ{hip and Converlation with 
him. Few Strangers had perhaps ever 
been better us'd than I,during three years 
Relidence at Brſſels, by all Perſons of 
Quality, and indeed of all Ranks therez 
ſo that it was very ſurprizing to me, to 
meet ſuch a dry and cold Treatment 
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trom the Governour, and ſuch an Aﬀe- 
ctation in the Perſons of Quality , nor 
ſo much as to viſit mc ; forl do: not re- 
member one that did it, beſtdes Connt 
«Egmont, who was then not very well 
at Court, cither mn Spain or Flanders. 
Others that I met 1n the Streets, or the 
Park, tho they came with open arms 
to embrace me, yet never came at me, 
but contented themſelves with ſaying, 
They intended it. When I ſent my Se- 
cretary to the Count Momtery, with mv 
Complments, and Defires of a Guard 
to the Prince of Orange, who was then 
not above fix Leagues off 3 he return'd 
the firſt very coldly ; and the other with 
Excuſes that amounted to a Refuſal ; he 
laid the way was ſo dangerous by ſtrag- 
ling Parties of the Army, that he could 
not adviſe me-to venture with a ſma} 
Guard ; and he had drawn out ſo many 
of. the Spaniſh Troops into the Field, 
that he could not give me a great one. 
I ſent again, to deſire what he could 
ſpare me, Jet the number be what it 
would ; for tho I would not expoſe 
the King's Character nor his Buſineſs, 
by any Accident | might prevert; yet 
when 1 had endeavour'dit by my Appli- 
cation to lis Excellence, I would take 

my 
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my fortune , tho he ſent me but ſix of 
his Guards. He replied, That he could 
not poſſibly ſpare any of them ; but that 
nzxt morning he expected a Troop of 
Horſe to come into Town, and that 
as ſoon as it arriv'd, the Captain ſhould 
have order to attend me. Next morning 
was put off till night, and night to the 
morning following 3 when the Count 
finding was reſolvd togo, tho without 
Convoy, rather than to <xpe& longer, 
ſent me a Spaniſh Captam with about 
Forty Horſe, to convey me to Lovain, 
The truth was, that the Spaniards were 
grown ſo jealous of His Majeſty's Mcdj- 
ation offer'd at the Hagxe, of the States 
and Peoples violent humour to a Peacein 
Holland, and of the Offices they thoughr 
I might uſe, to flacken the Prince of Q- 
rangein the vigorous Proſecution of their 
preſent Hopes and Defigns, that I found 
it was reſolv'd to delay firſt, and thento 
hinder abſolutely any interview between 
the Prince and mc , till the Campagn 
was ended, but to do it with aslittle 111 
Grace as they could. Tothis purpoſe Du 
Moxlin ( then one of the Prince's Secre- 
taries, and inveterate . Enemy againſt 
the Court in Eygland) was difpatch'd be- 
tween the Camp and Brx{e/s. whilſt I lay 
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there, and with Guards whereot - halt 
would have ſerv'd my turn, or at leaſt 
contented me, 

When I came to Lovair, 1 found the 
Prince was march'd towards Tirrlemort, 
but could not lcarn where his next halt 
was delign'd. The Spaniſh Captain told 
me, he had order to go no further than 

ovain. So that I neither knew whither 
to go, ngr could go any way without a 
Guard, as they aflur'd me at Lovain. 
Whereupon I ſcnt immediately Mr. Bul- 
ſtrode, who had come with me from Bruſ- 
fels,to endeavour to find out the Prince, 
and dcſire him to appoint what Time and 
Place I ſhould atrend his Highneſs, which 
[ refolv'd to do with thoſe tew Servants 
{ had brought with me, and ſuch others 
as I could hire at Lovain, where Ilay 
that night. 

The next morning Yr. Bulſtrode rc- 
tacn'd with the Princes anſwer, That 
He was upon his March ; That he ſhould 
be very glad to ſee me, butcould not 
poſlibly appoint either time or place for 
1t, decauſe His Motions were uncertain, 
and would depend upon the Advices 
He receiv'd. By which I found plainly 
whar I had ſufpeded at Brojels That it 
was refolv'd I ſhould not ſee the Prince 
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before this Campagn was begun by the 
Actions then concerted among the Con- 
federates. I would not however ſeem to 
underſtand it fo, nor any thing more in 
it,than what His Highneſs was pleag'd to 
fay 3 but I knew very well, that as they 
fy, None ismore deat than he that will 
not hear 3.10 a-man that will not be ſeen, 
may: eaſily find ways ofavoiding it,eſpe- 
cially upon ſuch circutnſtances as the 
Priace and I were then in, whomuſt have 
follow'd' the motions he would have 
given me. And therefore l refolv'd not to 
expoſe either His Majeſty's Character or 
Credit with His Nephew,. by making 
that'publick which had paſsd between 
the Prince and me uponthis Subject; but 
pretending my health would not ſuffer 
me to follow the Prince upon His March, 
I return'd to Antwerp,and gave his Maje- 
ſty an Account of all” that had paſs d, 
who extreamly approv'd my Conduct in 
It 3 and that I preſs d noturther, a Point 
that I ſaw would not go 3 and that was 
taken by the Prince as well as Count 
Mortety, ſ6 differently from what His 
Majelty expected. 

I-ſtay'd only 'a Night at Amtwerp, 
which paſs'd with ſo great Thunders and 
Lightmngs, 'that 1 promisd my (lf a 
Th D 4 very 
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very fair Day after it. to go back to Rot- 
terdam, 1n theStates Yatch,:thar ll at- 
tended me”, The Morning! prov'd fo, 
but towards Evening the Sky grew foul, 
and the Seamen preſag'd xl weather, and 
ſoreſolvd to lie at Anchor before Bergue 
ap Zoom,the Wind being crofsand little. 
When the Night was fallen as black as 
ever I ſaw, it ſoon began to clear up, 
with the moſt violent Flaſhes of Light- 
ning, as well as Cracks of Thunder,that 
I beheve have ever been heard in our age 
and Climate. . This continued alt Night, 
and we felt ſuch a fierce heat from every 
great Flaſh of Lightning, that the Cap- 
tain apprehended it would fire. his Ship. 
But about eight the next morning the 
Wind chang'd, and came up with fo 
ſtrong a Gale, that we came-to Rotter- 
dam\inabout tour hours, and there found 
all Mouths full of the Miſchiets: and Ac- 
cidents that thelaſt night's Tempeſt had 
occaſioned both.among the Boats and the 
Houſes, by the Thunder , -Lightning, 
Hail, or Whirlwinds. But the day after; 
came ſtories tothe Hagxe from all parts, 
of ſuch violent effecs, as were almoſt/in- 
credible : At Amſterdam they 'were 
deplorable, many .Trecs tort up by the 
rovtz, Ships ſunkan the ——— 
: Y oats 
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Boates in the Channels 3 Houſes beaten 


down, and ſeveral people were ſnatch'd 
from the Ground as they walkt- the 
Streets, and- thrown: into the Canals. 
But all was filenc'd by the Relations 
from Utrecht, where the Great-and Anti» 
ent Cathedral was torn 1n pieces 
by the Violences of this Storm 5 and 
the vaſt Pillars: of Stone, that ſuppor- 
ted it , were wreath'd like a twiſted 
Club, having been oſtrofigly 'compos'd 
and cimented, as rather to fuffer ſuch a 
change of Figure, than break in pieces 
as other parts of the Fabrick did; hard- 
ly any Church.in the Town 'ſcap'd the 
Violence of this Storm, and very few 
Houſes without the Marks of it; nor 
were the effects of it leſs aſtomiſhing by 
the Relations from France and Bruſſels, 
where the damages were infinite,as-well 
from Whirlwinds, Thunder, Lightning, 
as from Hailſtones of Prodigious bignels. 
At my return tothe Hague,l kad long 
converſations with the Pentioner, by 
winch T gain*d the lights neceſlary to 
difcover the whole preſent Scene of Af- 
fairs, and pulſes of the ſeveral Confede- 
rates in what related to the General 
Peace. 1 told him how much His Ma- 
jelty was ſatisfied; with that. he had 
lately 
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lately made with the States; how nmch 
He was refolv'd to cottinue: and tocul- 
tivate it. How much reaſon he had to 
be content withthe poſture that had left 
him in at Peace with all ns Nerghbours, 
while they were all at War.  - That 
advantages of Commerce from it, were 
enough to makehim troable himfelt no 
tarcher aboat the peace of: Chriſtendom, 
if His Goodneſs and Piety did not prevail 
more with Huh, than His Intereſt. Bart 
that theſe, and the deſfir2 of a General 
Good, had perſivaded Him to offer his 
Mediation um the Preſent Quarrels. That 
It had been already accepted by Frances 
and that the Emperour and Spir hadan- 
fwer'd, they would confider of it ncon- 
cert with their Allies. That the States 
Embaſladors at Lordox, had aflurd his 
Majeſty Their Maſters would be pleas'd 
with it, and doubted not theit con- 
ſenr, that the Treaty ſhould be at 
London ; and that thereupon His Ma- 
jeſty had chargd me -with a Letter 
to the States , to offer them His Ma- 
diation. ' Thar Icould not doubt Their 
Accepring it with the beſt Grace that 
could be, for I knew their Intereſt was 
ts kive-a Peace, and not to diſoblige 
the” King. That if His Majeſty were 
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Partial to any Side,they ought to belive 
it would be to that wherein His own 
Nephew was ſo deeply concern 3 and 
the more becauſe he offer'd his Offices 
towards a Peace,at a time when the Ad- 
vantages and the Preparations for the. 
War run fo high on the Frexch fide, as 
He doubted the events might ſhow if it 
continued. Thatthey knew his Intereſt 
would not ſuffer himto ſee Flanders loſts 


and that conſidering what had paſs'd,His 


Honour would not ſuffer Him to- 
think of preſerving it any other awry 
than by that of a Peace. That he 
would be glad to ſee that Countrey 
left by the next Peace, 1n a better Po= 
ſture of Defence than it was by the 
laſt 3 and the Spaniſh Territories ly eclo- 
ſer and rounder than they were then 
ieft. That whenthis ſhould be conclu- 
ded,His Majeſty would be ready toenter 
into the ſtrongeſt Guaranties they could 
deſire,and might with Honourenter into 
a War to preſerve it, though He could 
not to obtain it. The Pentioner firſt 


gave me thanks for my Ofh- 
ces 1n the late Peace, Al all the 
meaſures of Friendſhip that had inter- 
ceded between His Majeſty and them 
ſince the firſt breach 5 be Applauded 
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the King's reſolution in ſo pious and 
generous an offer 3 and jacknowtedg'd 
his Intereſt might lead him to other 
diſpoſitions. That he doubted not the 
States willingneſs to accept it 3 all the 
difference would be abont the time, and 
the manner of doing it. As to this, 
he faid, they covld not do it without 
the communication at leaſt of their 
Allies ; but would immediately give 
them part of His Majeſty's Offer, and 
the States diſpoſitions to receive it. That 
for the Terms of a Peace, as to thar 
own parts, they would be content to 
make His Majeſty the Arbiter of it 3 
That they had already recover'd all the 
Towns they had Joſt, except Grave and 
Maſtricht, the laſt of which was in ſome 
maner engagd to Spair, when it ſhould 
be recoverd 3 and for the other, they 
doubted not to have a good accountof 
it very ſoon, orders being already gone 
to inveſt it. But he doubted whether 
their Allies would be fo eafic in their ex- 
peations or demands 3 and that 'twas 
impoſiible for the States to leaye them 
who had fav'd'therr Countrey from ru- 
in, whentwo 1o great Kings had invaded 
them 3 nor to break the Treatics which 
they had made Offenſive with the Fmpe- 
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ror, Spain, and Brandenburgh. Thatthe 


terms ſtipulated with Spaiz oblig?d 
them to reduce France to the Treaty 
of the Pyrene:s 3 butonly a reſerve was 
made by one Article, which was, Un- 
leſs it ſhould otherwiſe be agreed by 
conſent between them. That what- 
ever Spain would be content with , 
(ſhould fatishe ' them, tho they were 
both equally - ſenſible of the Deſigns 
and Ambition of Frere. ' as well as 
of their ill talent to the States. Thar 
they could never hope for ſuch another 
conjunQure, to reduce them to ſuch 
bounds and meafurcs as might be ſafe 
to their Nertghbours, and give quietto 


- Chriſtendom. That it was now an 1ll 


time to enter into theterms of a Peace 
between France and Spain, becauſe he 
knew they ſhould have ill Grace to de- 
mand the reſtitution of any Towns the 
Spaniards had loſt in Flandersby the laſt 
War, and given up by the Peace that 
ſucceeded it; and yet His Majeſty knew 
as well as they, that without 1t'a Peace 
could neither be fafe for Flanders, nor 
for Hol/and 5 nor conſequently for Eng- 
land. But he beliey'd there would not 
paſs many days before ſome decifive 
Action would happen between the Ar- 

mes 
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mines now not far diſtant in.the Field, 
which would make room for the Nego- 
tiation of Peace that might ſucceed next 
Winter,in which His Majeſty would find 
the Intereſts and Humours of a Trading 
Countrey as theirs was, very ftrong,and 
diſpos'd to preſs their Allies,as far as was 
potlble,to facilitate fo great and ſo good 
a work. And for the reſt of the Allies 
befides Spaiz,He had no reaſon to ſuſpect 
any great difficulties would ariſe, ſo little 
having yet paſſed in the War between 
. France and them. 

The Penſioner was right in expeting 
ſome ſudden Action betweenthe Armies; 
for about the middle of Auguſt came the 
news of the Battle of Sexeffe., between 
the Confederates under the Command 
of the Prince of Orange, and the French 
under the Prince of Conde: But it prov?.| 
not an Adion ſo deciſive as was expected 
between two Armies of fo great Force, 
and ſo ammated by the hatred and re- 
venge of the Parties, as well as by the 
Brayery and Ambition of the Comman- 
ders. . The ſucceſs of this Fight was ſo 
difterently reported by thoſe engag'd in 
It, that it was hard to judge of the Vi- 
(tory, which each ſide challeng?d, and 
perhaps neither with. any, great reaſon. 
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The Confederates had for ſome days 
ſought a Battle with great deſire and en- 
deavour 3and the French avoided «t with 
reolution not to;fight, unleſs upon evi- 
dent advantage, whilſt both Armies lay 
neap Niuelk, and not far diſtant from 
one auother,., The Reaſon of this was 
thought to bg of one (ide, the ardour af 
the young Pringe of Orange, to make 
way by a Victary, into Frazce it {#lf, and 
there revenge the.lnvaſion of his Gonn- 
trey, and.at.the, ſame time to make his 
firlt eflay ofa Pitct'd Battle,jagainſt ' fo 
great and renown'd a Genera] as the 
rince of Conde, -- On th< other fide, this 
od Caprain,.had two much Hgnour to 
loſe, and. thought, ke had not;enqugh to 
gain, by entering the liſt witha Prince 
ot threo. .and,. twenty years pld,-- bred 
up, in- the ſhade of a. contrary Fa- 
Ction, till, he was forc'd jnto.the Field 
by the Frezch. Invaſion of his Countrey- 
Nor was; the , Advantage. ..lels @n the 
French fide, in. the Reputation-of their 
Troops, .chan of their Gengral, compos'd 
of excellent Officers, choſen Soldiers, 
exattly ..diſciphn'd', lopg traind for 
action befare they began it, and now 
fleſt'd by the uninterrupted $uccelles of 
two Wars, But the Datch Troeps, when 
the 
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the Prince of Orange enter'd upon the 
Command, were old or Jazy Soldiers, 
diſasd with long Peace, ' 'and diſabled 
with young vnskilful Officers (choſen 
by no other merit,than that of a Faion 
agamſt the Houſe of 'Orazge) then hIV'd 
up, when the War broke ont,with haſty 
and undiſtinguiſh'd'' Levies , and dif- 
heartn'd with perpetual loſſes of Towns, 
and defeits'of Parties, during the two 
firſt -Carmpagns. The Prince of Conde 
had another reſtraittt- upon the uſual 
boldneſs-of his nature in fich 'occaſions, 
which'was the 11! poſture he 'had been in 
at Court i{mce this Kmg's'Reign, and; 1m 
regard how much more he'would have' 
to anſwer for, than another 'rhan, upon 
any great misfortune to his Army,which 
mult haveleft-the way openfor the Con- 
federates to'emter France, unregarded on 
that fide by any ſtrong Frontier, ſo as no 
man knew what ſhake it might give to 
the'greatneſs of that Crown, with the help 
ofgreatand general Diſcontents,whereof 
this ' Prince Was thought 'to: have his 

ſhare, ' ITS 
Upon theſe - Diſpoſitions m the Gene- 
rals, the Battle was for: ſome time indu- 
{trioully ſought and avoided.” 'Till the 
Prince of Orange, believmg there 'was no 
way 
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way of coming to a Battle, but by the 
Siege of ſome place that might be thought 
worth the venture to relieve, broke up, 
and march'd away towards Sezeffe ; his 
Army divided into three parts, whereof 
the German Troops,under the Count Ne 
Souches, had the Van 3 the Spaniſh under 
Prince Vaudemont,the Reer; & the Dutch, 
under Count Waldeck , the main Bat- 
tle; with whom the Prince marched, 
and Commanded the whole Confederate 
Army. 

The Prince of Conde obſerving their 
march, which was notfar from one ſide 
of his Retrenchments; and that by the 
Straitneſs of ſome Patlages they were 
forced to Hle off in ſinall Lines, ſtay*d till 
the Van-guard, and main Body, was 
over one of theſe Paſles, and the Reer 
beginning to enter upon It , when he 
drew out his Men, and fell with great 
fticrcenels upon the Reer of the Spar:- 
ards, broke them with great Slaughter, 
and not much Reliſtance,took their Bag- 
gage, ſeveral Standards, and many Prt- 
{oners of note. The Prince of Orange, 
upon notice of the £cz:ch march towards 
the Spariſh Troops, had ſent three Squa- 
drons back to thuir Afiſtance, with all 
the diligence that could be 3 but the Spa- 
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iſh already broken, brought the Dutch 
into diſorder by falling in among 
them 5 and the French purſuing with 
great bravery, broke the Dutch Squa- 
drons to pieces, killing or taking all 
their Commanders, and ſeveral Stan- 
dards. 

If the Prince of Conde had contented 
himſelf with this Succe(ls and Execution, 
he had left no diſpute of a Victory 3 but 
lured on bv the hopes of one more en- 
tire , and belief, tie Dutch, whom he 
eſteemed the worſt Troops, would not 
ſtand , after the Spaniards and a great 
part of their own were wholly routed , 
he followed the Chaſe, and drawing out 
his whole Army upon them, brought it 
to a ſet Battle, which was more than he 
intended. In the mean timetne Prince 
of Orange ma——_ to the relief of the 
Spaniards, and the Squadrons he had ſent 
was at firſt invelop*d by his own flying 
men , whom he could nenher ſtop by 
Words nor Blows, by Promiſcs nor Re- 
proaches, till joyning the reſt ot his own 
Forces that ſtood firm, and the Impert- 
aliſts coming up to entorce them, the 
Battle began with as great tury as any has 
been fought in the whule courſe of the 
W ars,continued ſo for about cight hours 

till 
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till Sun-ſet, and abouttwo hours after 
by Moon-light, till that failing too, the 
Fight ended rather by the Obſecurity of 
the Night, than the wearineſs or weak- 
neſs of either (ide. The Prince of Orange 
in the whole Courſe of this Action, gave 
all Orders with ſuch Prudence, and Ob- 
{ervance of all Advantages, Led up his 
ſeveral Squadrons with that Bravery , 
made fuch bold ſtands againſt his own 
broken Troops, as well as againſt rhe 
fircenels of their purſuers, for fix hours 
together 1n the hotteſt of the fire ; ſome- 
times Charging into the midſt of the 
Enemies, ſometimes overborn by his 
own that Hed, till he Rallied them 
and led them back to the Charge , 
exposd to. more Danger than moſt pri- 
vate Soldiers in the Field ; fo that the 
old Count de Souches , in his Letter to 
the States upon this occaſion, told them, 
That iz the whole Courſe of the Aion, 
the Prince had ſhewed the ConduF of an 
Old experienced Commander, and the Va- 
lour of a Cxfar. And indeed his Allies, 
his Friends, and his Enemies, agreed in 
giving him equal Glory trom this Ad ven- 
ture : Zut He had more from none than 
trom the Prince of Condes Teſtimony, 
That He had done like an old Captain in 

® 2 all 
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all, but only in venturing himſelf too much 
like a young Man. Yet this old General 
bad done the ſame in this days Action, 
as much as the youngelt Cavalier in his 
Army could do, when he found the Bat- 
tel fought ſo deſperately.and all at ſtake; 
whereas 'tis certain, that nothing could 
have given vigour to the Dutch Troops, 
after the fir(t rout, but the repeated Ex- 
amples and Dangers ot the Prince, and 
ſhame of not following ſuch a Leader 
in all the deſperate Charges he made 
that day, which both the Generals 
ſeen?d refolv'd to dye rather than to 
loſe. 

As the Numbers were not much diffe- 
rent when the Fight began, ſo were thoſe 
eſtecm's that fell in this Battle, and to 
reach about Six or Seven thovſand on e1- 
ther tide 5 butof the French, many more 
Ofhccrs and Gentlemen than was uſual 
in proportion to the Common Soldiers. 
When the Night parted the Armies, the 
Frenchrctired back to their former Quar- 
ters, and next morning the Confederates 
marched to that which they defign'd 
when they broke up the day bkcfore. The 
Allies claimed the Victory becauſe they 
were laſt upon the Field 3 and the French 
upon the greatclt number of Priſoners 

and 
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and Standards they carried away 3 but 
whoever had the Honour,they both felt 
the Loſs. 

Aﬀter the repair neceſſary in each 
Camp upon this ſharp Encounter, each 
Army took the Fi-ld again, and gave a 
general ExpeCtation of another Battle be- 
fore the Campania ended; The Prince of 
Orange ſought it all he could 5 but the 
Prince of Conde choſe and fortified his 
Encampments'ſo,asnot to be forc'd to one 
without apparent diſadvantages, and con- 
tented himſelf to obſerve the motions of 
the Allies, to preſerve the Towns of the 
French Conqueſts in Flanders, and pre- 
vent any Invaſion of France, which was 
deſigi?d this Summer with great Conft- 
dence by the Confederate Armies both 
on this ſide, and that in Alſace, but with 
equal diſappointment, unleſs it were to 
Monfieur Starenbureh, who in the be- 
ginning of the Campagne , complaining 
of the Wine at the Princes Table , the 
Prince told them, He would make them 
drink, good Wine in Champagne before the 
Summer ended, He who lov'd it well, 
deſired the Prince to be as good as his 
word, was afterwards taken at the Bats 
tle of Sereffe, carried to Rheims with 
feveral Darch Officers, where fitting 
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down to Dinner, and finding the Wine 
exccllent, he drunk the Prince's Health, 
and faid, Fc worll trift hin: as Mong as 
he lis?d, for he had kept his word, and 
made them drink good Wine in Cham- 
Pagne. 

The Prince of Oravge finding, no other 
way of Action, ſat down before Oude- 
narde m September, and had his end of 
drawing the Prince of Conde out of his 
cautious Marches, who came immedi- 
ately to relieve it, and fight the Allies 
before they were ready to give any 
Aſſault to the Town. Upon fight 
of the Freach Army , the Prince of 
Orange call'd a Council of War, and 
propoſed to draw out and attack 
them immediately before they were 
reſted afccr their hard days March. 
The Spaniards were content, but Count 
Soucies Would not agree to it, and fo 
this occaſion vas loſt, and with ſuch 
diſcontent atnong the Chick Officers, 
trat next day the Germans Icft their 
Trenches, and marched; away about a 


League, and left roovm to the Frenchto 


put what Rclicf they pleasd into the 
Town. Upon this the Prince of Qrazge 
was forc*d to rife too, with the reſt of 
his Army 5 and upon Conferences " 
+ 1e 
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the Count Montery, as well as Souches, 
re{olv'd to leave the greateſt part of the 
Dutch Forces with the Count, and with 
the reſt to go himſelf, and preſs the 
Siege of Grave, And here began thoſe 
Ditſentions among, the chict Captains of 
the Confederates, that continued to ruin 
their deſigns, and prov'd ſo tataito them 
in the whole courſe of the Warz and 
againſt all appearances, made good tne 


Spaniſh Proverb, that, Lege nunc a coje pic. 
grandes poxaras 5, the fame word (1gnity- never 
ing a League, and Eirdlime 5 and mean- _ 
ing, That as this never catches great Bjrds. 


Birds, ſo the t'other never makes great 
Conquelts, tho it often does great De- 
fences - Yet theſe firſt Diviſions were 
cndeavourcd to be cured by the Empe- 
ror's recalling Count Souches, and Spaire 
the Count of Mortery, who were both 
thought to have maim'd the Actions of 
this Campania, or at leait not ro have 
{:conded, as they might have done, the 
Prince of Oranges Vigour in purſuing 
them to other fort of Succeſles than it 
ended with. This Prince having fail'd 
oi what he purpoſed in favaur of the 
Spaniards, wasreſolv'd to free his own 
Country from the laſt Mark of their 


intended Servitude , before this Seaſon 
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ended. Grave was the laſt Town the 
French held in any of the Seven Provin- 
ces, and ha4 been kept as a Magazine 
both of what had been taken in the other 
Places, and was not eaſily carried away 
when they quitted them; foas there was 
above Three hundred Pieces of Cannon 
in the Town, a very tull and brave Gari- 
ſon, compoſed of the beſt Troops, and 
all that could be added to the Fortificati- 
ons of the Place, after the Frexch took, 
it, though it was before counted one 
of the beſt the Dutchhad. It had been 
inveſted a Month before; yet the Prince 
found the Siege bur little advanced at his 
Artival; and the Dxtch Soldiers ſorcbu- 
ted with the brave defence from within, 
thatnothing could have carried the Place 
at this Seaſon, being about the middle of 
Ofover, when the Prince arrived, but 
the fame humour of leading on his Men 
himſelt , whenever they ſhrunk, which 
can. never be too much praisd, nor too 
much bland m this Prince, becauſe, 
as his Countrey and Allies would 
have had .no General it they had 
loſt him 5 fo they would have had 
no Army if they had not ventuid 
him. In ſhort, by this and his uſual 
Application and Vigour, as well as the 

common 
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common methods of ſuch Seiges, he took 
Grave by the end of OFober, with equal 
Glory to himſelf, and fatisfathion to all 
the Provinces, and return'd to the Hague 
about the middle of November, after ha- 
ving diſpos'd his Forces 11 their Winter 
Quarters, 


With the Prince of Orange, return'd 
moſt of the General Officers to the 
Hague 5 and among the reſt, old Prince 
Maxrice of Naſſau , who, as the Prince 
told me, had with the greateſt induſtry 
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that could be, ſought all occaſions of. - 


dying fairly at the Battle of Sexeffe with- 
out ſucceeding , which had given him 
great regrets;and I did not wonder at it, 
conlidering his Age, of about Seventy- 
ſix, and his long habits both of Gout 
and Stone, When. he came to viſit me 
upon his return, and before he went to 
his Government of Cleve, it came in my 
head toask him an idle Queſtion, becauſe 
I thought it not very likely tor me to 
ſee him again, and1 hada mind to know 
from his own mouth, the account of a 
common, but much credited Story.that 
I had heard fo often from many others, 
of an old Parrot he had in Braſs! during 
his Government there, that ſpoke, 

and 
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and ask*d, and anſwer'd common queſti- 
ons like a reaſonable creature 3 to that 
thoſe of his Train there, generally con- 
cluded it to be Witchery or Poſleſſion ; 
and one of his Chaplains, who liv'd long 
afterwards in Ho//and,would never from 
that time endure a Parrot , but ſaid, 
They all had a Devil in them. I had 
heard many particulars of this Story, and 
aſlever*d by people hard to be difcredi- 
ted, which made me ack Prince Maurice, 
What there was of it ? He faid, with his 
uſual plainnefs, and drynets in talk, 
There wasſomething true, but a great 
deal falſe, of what had bcen reported. 
I defir'd to know of him, What there 
was of the firſt 2 He told me ſhort and 
coldly, Thathe had heard of ſuch an old 
Parrot when he came to Braſe/;and tho? 
he believ*d nothing of 1t, and 'twasa good 
way off, he had ſo much curioſity as to 
ſen.lfor it 3 That*cwas a yery Great,and 
a very O:d One; and when it camefirſ; 
into the Room where the Prince was, 
with a great many Dutch-1er about him, 
it ſaid preſently, What a company of White 
Men are here > They askd it, What he 
thought that Man was ? pointing at the 
Prince. It anſwer'd , Some General or 
other. When they brought it cloſe tq 
| him, 
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him, he ask'd it, Don veres 
vous 2 It anſwerd, De Ma- 
rinuan. The Prince, A qui 
eſt es vous © The Parrot, 4 
un Portugez. Prince, Nue ſais 
tula 2 Parrot, Je garde les 
Poulles. The Prince laugh, 
and faid , Vous gardez les 
Poulles ? The Parrot anſwer 
ed, Ouy, moy & jey ſcay bien 
fairez and made the Chuck 
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Whence come you ? I: 
anſwer'd, From Marinnan. 
The Prmce, to whom do 
you belong ? The Parrot , 
To a Portugez, Prince, 
What do you there ? 
Parrot, I look after the 
Chickens. The Prince 
laugh'd and ſaid, You 
look after the Chickens? 
The Parrot anſwered, Yes, 
T, and IT know well c- 
nough how to do it. 


tour or five times that people uſe to make 
to Chickens when they call them. I ſet 
down the words of this worthy Dialogue 
in French,juſt as Prince Mavrice ſaid them 
to me. I ask'd him, In what Language the 
Parrot ſpoke? And he faid , In Braſlian. 
I ask'd, whether he underſtood Braſolian? 
He ſaid, No; but he had taken care to 
have two Interpreters by him, one a 
Dutchmarn,that ſpoke Braſulian,and other 
a Praſilian that ſpoke Dutch 3 That he 
ask'd them ſeparately and privately, and 
both of them agreed in telling him juſt 
the ſame thing that the Parrot faid. 1 
could not but tellthis odd ſtory, becauſe 


it 15 ſo much out of the way, 


and from 


the firſt hand, and what may pals for a 
good one ; for I dare ſay this Prince, at 


eaſt, believed himſelfin all he told me, 


having 
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having ever paſs'd for a very honeſt and 
pious Man. I leavceit to Naturalifts to 
reaſon, and to other men to believe az 
they pleaſe uponit;however.it is not, per- 
haps, amiſs, torelieve or enliven a buſi 
Scene ſometimes with ſuch Digrefſtons, 
whether to the purpoſe or no. 

BeforeT enter upon the Negotrations 
of the following Winter, it will be ne- 
ceſlary to give a ſhort view of the Actions 
of the ſeveral Armies, and Diſpoſitions 
of the Partics in other places, as well as 
in the Low-Conntries,ſfince all contributed 
to the different humours that appear'd 
at the Hagne about the Peace, which was 
indeed the preſent Scene of that Afﬀair, 
as well from his Majeſty's Mediatton, as 
the great Weight of the States mm the 
Contedcracy ; but chiefly from the Per- 
{on of the Prince of Orange, who ſeem'd 
ro be the Spirit or Genius of the whole 
Alliance,and from whom the reſt, as well 
as the States themſelves, had fo great 
Truſt and Deference:For ſeveral of their 
Miniſters made no difficulty to tel] me up- 
pn many occaſions, that their Maſters 
would not have entred into the preſent 
Engagements they'were in, had 1t not been 
more upon the confidence they had of 
the Prince's Perſonal Honour and Juſtice, 

than 
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than either the Forces or the uſual Con- 
dud of the States-Genera], eſpecially in 
what concern'd the Foreign Treaties and 
Negotiations. 

In Roxſillon little paſsd of importance 
between the Forces there : The thoughts 
of both Crowns were bent on that {1de, 
more upon Reducing or Relieving Me//z- 
24, that had made an abſolute Revolt 
from Spain, and endeavour'd togain Pro- 
tection from France, which was not dif- 
ticult in this Conjuncture 3 as that which 
might not only give a great diverſion to 
the Spaniſh Forces, but open a way for 
the French into the Conqueſt of Szczly, 
and new Deſigns upon Naples, which 
had been the Stage of ſo many great 
Wars betwcen the Houſes of France and 
Arragon. 

In Germany the Prince Electors Pala- 
tine, Ments, and Triers, had entred into 
League with the Emperor, for the De- 
fence of the German Liberty againſt all 
Strangers. France was ſo enrag?d againſt 
the ElcCtor Palatine, upon theſe Meaſures 
he had taken, that Monſieur Tyrenne,at 
the Head of a Frexch Army, marchid in- 
to his Country,and made ſuch crucl Ra- 
Vages 11 1t, and fo unuſual to that Gence- 
raPs common procedures,that the m—_ 

ent 
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ſent him a Challenge 3 which Monſieur 
Turenne an{wered, He could not accept 
without his Maſter sleave, but wasready 
ro meet him in the Field at the Head of 
his Army, againſt any that He and his 
New Allies, would bring together. 
This Prince, ſpighted at the helpleſ; 
Ruin of his Country, prov'd the greateſt 
incentive among the German Princes this 
Summer to join their Forces, in order 
toſome vigorous Action againſt Fraxce on 
that ſide. The Duke of Lunerbargh en- 
gag'd firſt,and afterwards the Eleftor of 
Brendenburgh, in the common Caule of 
the Empire's being Invaded 3 Strasbureh 
was prevail'd with tothrow off the Neu- 
trality they had enjoy'd tince the War 
began, and declare tor the Ewpirein this 
Quarrel. The new Biſhop of Munſter en- 
tred into the ſame Mealures,and all toge- 
ther made a conſiderable Force, that they 
brought into the Field on rother (ide the 
Rhine abour the end of Ayg#ſt, or begin- 
ning of September. The Old Duke of y Ft 
rain joyr'd them with his Troops 
The Duke of Luncnbureh was there 
in Perſon, and the Elector Palatine 
had the Command of the Army. They 
were Divided as well as the Imperial 
Otnccrs, whether tiey ſhould emer 
upon 
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upen any conſiderable Action or no, 
till the Duke of Brandenburgh came up, 
who was upon his March at the Head 
of 2 very conl(iderable Army, that join'd 
the Confederates in OFober. This gave 
great hopesand deligns of entring either 
Lorain or Burgundy » OTF taking Briſac * 
or at leaſt Sabern and Haguenaz and 
thereby {ccuring their Winter-Quarters 
in Alſace, Monſieur Turenne play'd a 
defenſive Game with a {mall Armyz and 
ill handled by the Sickneſs of the ſeaſon, 
France was at ſuch a pinch for men, or 
tear of an Irruption into their Country 
from Blanders or Alſace, that they calld 
their Ban and Arriere Ban, the Afſemb- 
ling whereof had been long difuſed,and 
in a manner antiquated, However with 
ſome of theſe new Troops, and a rein- 
forcement from Flanders after the Bat- 
tleof Sereffe, Monſieur Trrenne by plain 
torce of Skill, and that Admirable Sci- 
ence 1n the Conduct of a War, which 
no Captain of his Age could diſpute 
with him, prevented and diſappointed 
every one of the Contederates deſigns, 
without ever coming to a ſet Battle, 
though ſeveral ſharp Fights of part of 
the Force upon neceſſity or advantage 3 
lo that the Winter ended with the Allics 

quit- 
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quitting the laſt point they pretended, 
and would have been indeed deciſive in 
the iſſue of this Campania, which was 
the German Armies Quartering in Alſace 
and other parts on that fide the Rhiye. 

The moſt conſiderable lofs or event 
of this Campania upon the Rhize, was 
the Death of the Young Prince of 
Brandenbireh , who died about the end 
of it at Strasbureh, of a Feaver fo Vio- 
lent and Precipitate, as gave occaſion 
for the uſual ſuſpitions and diſcourſe 
that attend the Death of ſuch Youny 
Princes as give great Hopes and Fears to 
Their Enemies and Friends. This was 
the more conſidered for a particular and 
intimate Friendſhip between him and 
the Prince of Oravee, who tho Couſin 
Germans, and engag?.1 in one common 
Cauſc,were yet nearcr joy1% by likeneſs 
of Humours than of Intcreſt 3 and by 
the ties of pericnal Kirdre's than of 
Blood:and I never knew the Prince of O- 
range more ſenſible of any misfortune 
that happend to him, than of his. 

In all the Encountcrs mentior?.1 on 
this ſide, no forces were oftener {e&n.or 
more felt, or gair?4 more Ronour of 
their firmneſs and bravery, than the Exe- 
lih Regiments ſtill remaming in the 

French 
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French Service to whom the Germans at- 


tributed wholly Monſieur Txrenne's ſuc- 
ceſſes, as he-did a-'great deal Himſelf; 
but the Diviſions among the Princesthat 
made' up the Confederate” Armies, may 
juſtly\be faid to have” had all the Merit 
that wasnot Perſonal in Monſjeur Turerxe, 
who was certainly allow*d by- all'that 
compari them, to be:the greateſt Cap- 
tain by much of his Age,. in the courſe 
of a War, -or Condutt of 'a Carpa- 
nia, tho-theFrince of Conde wasthought 
greater 10 the Day of Battle, both 'as 
to the :difpolal and order of an Army; 
Vigorous'Enterpriſe,and: Sharp as well as 
Pertinenit ' Reſolutions: upon - all. ſud- 
den Emergencies, tolwhich the coarſe 
= chance of a Battle is every way fub- 
ecr. | ? 

, For-Suezen and Denmark, they were 
not Vetenter td 1nto the Liſts, but ſeem'd 


/. Now upon: the 'point of taking party 5 


Seder had afted the Part of a Metia- 


tor ever fince the breaking up of rhe - 


Treaty at Calen, both by their Ambaſ- 


{ador at Vienna, and the Hague ; who- 
pied both thoſe Courts with very long - 
and trequent Memcrials to that purpoſe / 


during this whole Summer ; but they: 
had been as hard ply'd themſelves! all 
| F that 
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that twwye by the Prafiices and Adwun- 
tages -offer'd by France, both to;that 
Crown;. and the. Ghief Miniſters, to en- 
gage them in the War. Nothing feem'd 
ſo likely to determine them, as the Frea- 
ty and Expedition of the Duke of Braz. 
dexabiurgh on the Cantederate Siae, which, 
la#d- open bis Country tor the Invaſion 
of: Syeden, and gave them a pretence of 
2 Breach, in that. Prince, of the Treatics 
berween them, in making. War againſt 
France without the conſent of the Swedes. 
Therefore as ſoon. as he was gone to- 
wordy the Rhine with all the Strength 
oft. His Forces, ' the Sxedes drew the beſt 
and greateſt part of theirs unto Pomora- 
nie: and as the Duke of Brandenburgh 
advanced in the-cammon Detigns:againſt 
France ; fo Sweden without Declaring 
War, purſued Their Meaſures with That 
Crown; and before'the end :of the Year 
had\draw Their Forces into: the Brax- 
derburgh Country, tho without: attempt 
upon. any Places, and even with pre- 
rence-at ftr{t of paytng for Thar Quar- 
ters,” which was reckon'd npon as ſhort- 
Iwd among Soldiers in another Prince's 
Country, whether Friend or Enemy. 
The -preſent effe& of this Inroad, was, 
the ending of another pretence of that 

Crown, 
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Crown, which wasthat of Mediation.and 


ſo devolving that Figure wholly upon 
His Majeſty 3 and on the other ſide giving 
hopes to the Confederates of engaging 
Denmark on their fide, if for no other 
reaſon,yet upon that old one among them, 
of being always oppoſite to Sweden and 
Their Interefts or Allies. | | 
As ſoon as the Prince came to the 
Haene, | attended Him 3 and atter Com- 
pliments paſt , I acquainted him writ 
what His Majeſty had commanded me 0 
His Perſonal Kindnefs and Eſteem for 
His Highneſs, of His Refolntions to 
Obſerve & Cultivate His Preſent Friend= 
ſhip with the States, and deſire 10 ſee a 
General Peace reſtor'd to Chriſtendom, in 
which he intended to Act wholly in con- 
cert with His Highneſs, whoſe Opinion 
as to the thing, and the Conditions moſt 
neceſſary for His Highneſs to inſiſt on, 
He very mach delired to underſtand 
as foon 'and as fully as He cauld. 
The Prince anfiver'd me with Expreth-. 
ons' of Duty and Kindneſs to His Ma- 
zeſty, and defires of a ncar Cojunction 
between the two Nations, which He 
thought alone could make His Maje- 
ſty fafe at Home and Abroad. Kor 
the Peace, He ſaid, rhough He' could 
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wake many Complaints of; both Spani- 
ards and Fan Conduct fly rers 
Treaties 3 yt the States could mot: with 
any Faith or Honour make any Separate 
Peace, upon any terms that France could 
offer them. That a General Peace could 
not be made wrhout leaving landers 
in a poſture of defending. its {lf , 
upon any new, ,or ſudden Invaſion, 
againſt which no Guarantees, could ſe- 
cuteit. That Spain could not upon any 
exchange quit the County of Burgundy, 
or Cambray, nor any thing jn Flanders 
beyond the Treaty of the Pyrences, un» 
ſefs it were Are and St. Omcr., This 
He ſid was His Opinmon 5 but -1t He 
might. known the Kings, and hind itat 
all confiſtent with the ſafety of : Bis 
Countrey, and his own Honour towards 
His Allies, He would do a!l he could 
to bring it about, as he ha already 
donethe Point of His Majcſty*s Media- 
tion, Which was accepted both at Madrid 
and Vienna. I told him that the Kmg 
haying becn the Author and Guarend ot 
the Peace at Aix, a d not having yet 
ſeen the Frenchbcaten out of any Town 
that was given them by that Treaty, 
could with 11] Grace propoie any thing 
to France. beyond- thoſe Terms, unlch 
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it were upon ſome equivalent. He re- 
plied reſolutely , *T were better going 
on with the War, let it laft'as long, and 
coſt as much'ss it Wonlds That His Ma- 
jeſty might, if he plea], induce France 
to whatever he thought juſt 5 and could 
never ſhow him ſo much kindneſs, as to 
bring him-'out of this War with Honour. 
If he would not, it muſt go on till 
lome change happend in the conditt- 
on of the Parties, to make the Peace 
moreneceſlary of one fide or other. Hot 
it would fall out, he could not tell,and 
muſt leave it to God; but he thought they 
had as fair a Game as the French. That he 
was ſure they might have been abſolutely 
beaten atSexeffe, 1t the Count Souchkes 
had ſo pleas'd 5 and have had a fair blow 
for it again at Oudenarde. That he was 
lure Germany could furmnth more and 
better men than Frances and they were 
now 1n a manner united in the common 
defencez and he hoped the Empror's 
Councils -and - Conduct would not be 
lo betray*d as they had bcen. "Thathow- 
ever,hemult perfor:n what his own Ho- 
nour, as well as that of the States was en» 
gag'd intotheir Allies, let it coſt what 
1; would. 00s 5-5 
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I imagin'd in what he ſaid of the Em- 
peror's Councels, he reflected. upon the 
Þuſineſs of Prince Lakowitz,, whole dit- 
grace made ſagreatnoile about this time, 
and with particulars ſo extraordinary, 
of the French Practices in that Court, 
that they were very hard to bcheve, 
and very uncertain to know at' that 
diſtance, and even at Vierna it felt ; 
and theretore I would not enter into 
them with the Prince, nor ſhall I 
here, as being foreign to this preſent 
Scene. | 

There was one Point more I entred 
into with the Prince , which was upon 
occaſion of the many difcontented Pet- 
tons in Exglard,. at the courle of the laſt 
Viiniftry and Wap, i who were flifpetted 
tO have trinkled' at leaſt with Hollund 
about the rating Seditions, and perhaps 
Inſurrections in England, if the War con- 
uwucd 5 and the Datch tleets ſhould ap- 
pc4r-1upon our Coaſts, that were hketo 
by ungaried the next Summer by the- 
itraights His Viajelſty was in, for Money 
i9.ſct out a Fleet. It was behev'd among 
many , others, my: Lord Shiftzbury was 
one that had of | late: play'd this Gare, 
who having been as deep as any: manin 
the Councils of the Caba), and goon 
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far. in, the publick applauſe of them; as 
in a Speech in Parliament to have ap- 
plied the Delenda,Carthago to our intereſt 
in the Deſtrution of Holland; yet when 
he ſaw the Parliament and Narion fullen 
upon it, and that the King could not 
wine it with ſo much ill humour in 
og he turn'd ſhort upon the Court 
and the reſt ot the Cabal, fell in with 
the Popular Humour in the City as well 
as Parliament, decried. the preſent De- 
ſigns and Condutt, though with the loſs 
of his Chancellor's Place,$ was, beliew'd 
to manage a practice in Holland for ſome 
Inſtructions here. I told the Prince 
what the King ſuſpcted of ſome of His 
Subjects, . without naming any z3 how 
much ſerviceit would be to His Majcſty 
to know them more certainly, and how 
kind it would bein Ris Highneſs to di{- 
cover them. The Prince was ſtanch, and 
ſaid, he was ſure the King would not 
preſs Him upon a thing ſo much againſt 
all Honour, as to betray men that pro- 
fels'd to be His Friends. I gave His Mia- 
zelty an Account of all that paſ$d be- 
tween the Prince and me , which was 
thought at Court both cold to His Ma- 
{clty, and. ſtiff as to the Peace; and I 
had. no Returns or Orders upon itz but 
| F 4 within 
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within a wee,, or ten days, I had notice 
that'nty'Lord Arlizgtor, and my Lord 
Offory,,nrtended to makea turn'into Hol. 
land, with Monſieur Ndz ke and his two 
Siſters, to make a Vilit to thar Friends 
at the Hagne 3 and about the beginning 
of December they arriv'd 1n the' King's 
Yatches, but without any ſort ' of Cha- 
r2&er, or ſhow of Buſineſs. | 
My Lord Arlington brought me a 
Letter form the King, written all with 
His own hand ; and telling me he'had 
ſent: him to ſer ſome 1mportgnt Points 
right between His Majeſty and the 
Prince which ought 'not to lye longer 
in doubt; recommending to me all the 
Aſltiſtance I could give him there, and 
aſſuring me of His Majeſty's Confidence 
and Kindneſs. His Lordihip broughtthe 
moſt' ample Credential hkewife, that 
c:uld be from His Mrj ſty tothe Prince, 
who {til gave me part of all that paſy'd 
between them, with as much openneſs 
and freedom, as tother did with cold- 
neſs and reſerve ; and thcreby lent me 
many hghts that I cond not otherwiſe 
have had, to diſcover the Myſtery of 
this Jenrney and Aﬀait, which was in 
great part, a Secret to ny Lord Treaſu- 
fer rr reed whotm' yet ' Hb > Majeſty was 
thoupht 
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thought to truſt at that time, as much as 
He had everdone any of His Miniſters. 
My Lord Arlington, who had been at 
the head of thoſe Meaſures that the King 
entred into, during the Miniſtry of the 


- Cabal, and the War with Ho#ard, in 


conjunCtion with France, found himſelf 
ſomething diſcredited with his Maſter, 
upon the ill iſſue of that Aﬀair, and the 
neceſſities which [ford Him to a ſe- 
parate Peace, both from the Wants of 
His Treaſury , and Diſcontents of His 
Parliament and People in general. By 
the degrees this Lord's Favour declin'd, 
the Earl of Darbys Encreas'd, who ſuc- 
ceeded my Lord Clifford in the Treaſury, 
which hadever been my Lord Arlingtor's 


- Ambition. This gave him an impalca- 


ble Envy and Hatred againſt my Lord 
Danby, and which no Offices of Friends 
could ever allay. He was not wellin the 
Nation for having had ſuch a part 1n 
breaking the courſe of the Triple Alli- 
ance,and making that with France for the 
Ruin of Holland, and as was commonly 
thought, for ſome ends mare diſpleaſing at 
home. Yet when the ill humour of the Par- 
liament had broken the deſigns of the 
Cabal,and made my Lord Shaftsbury ſhift 
his Sails and fall into the popular ſtream; 


my 
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My Lord Ar!/zgtohad gone fo far upa 
the ſame ferm;,as © joyn with the Duke 
of Ormond atid Sectetary Corgntry, to 
mde to King .fo remove the uke 
whally from Conrt an4 pubhick buſinek, 
35 # means ro appeaſe the diſcontents « 
the Partiamett goon {ome jealouſies th 
late, Condudt '6t Afﬀaoirs had” raiſed a. 
Ttrong them. By +::js Councel my Lord 
Arlington had very much offended the 
Poke $; and finding himſelf il with hi 
Royal Highneſs, with the Parliament 
and every day declining in credit witt 
the King, He thought their was no wa) 
of retrieving his Game, but by making 
himſelf the ;inftrament of ſome [ere 
ard cloſe meaſures that might be taker 
berween the” King and the Prince d 
Drange. He firſt infuſed into His Maje- 
ſty the Necctfity and Advantage of ſuch 
a Negotiation, and then that of his be- 
ing employ'd in it, from the Intereſt his 
Lady's Friends and Kindred in Holland 
would be able to give hith, .as well a 
from the Credit'of having becn ſo long 
in the ſcerer of the King's Aﬀairs, and lo 
beſt able to give then ſuch colours aj 
mightrender the late condut' of them 
tels dilagreeable to the Pririge, Tho he 
proftſe great Friendfbip to mie, .yet he 
TH 
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repreſented me as unlikely to be treated 
with ſuch a confidence from the' Prmce 
as was requiſite inthis Afﬀair, for having 
been fo intimate with Monfieur De Wrtt 
in my former Ambaſly ; and gave the 
Prince's unwillingneſs to ſee me during 
the Campagma, as a teſtimoriy of his 
dithke, or at leaſt indifferency to me 3 
He propos'd going over with all the 
Auxiliaries that were like to be of any 
Sucoout in this Expeditton, carrying not 
only my Lady Arlingtor, but Madam 
Bewerwort her Siſter, who had fomething 
in her Humour and Converſation very 
agreeable to the Prinee ; Sir Gabriel Syl- 
»1, who took himſelf to be in great 
credit itt that Court, where he had ſerv'd 
long, and parncularly with *Monfieur 
Bentinck ; nor wasit forgot tocarry over 
Dr. Dwrel asa Man' fit to practice Mon- 
fieur Mareft a French Miniſter, who was 
thought to have credit with the Prince z 
and my Lord Offory was knownto have 
a great part in his kindneſs and eſteem, 
as well from his Marriage into the Be- 
verwort Famely, as from his Bravery ſo 
mech applauded in all Actions where 
he had been, which was a quality lov'd 
oy this Prince, tho' unploy'd - againſt 
lien: BY 
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My Lord Darby had bcen made be. 
lieve, that a Letter from the Prince to 
Monſjevr Odyke then one of the Dutc 
Ambafſladors in Entland, had given oc: 
calion for this Journey, as it the Prince 
had deſu*d ſome perſon -there from the 
King, with whom he might enter 1n the 
laſt.Canfidence 3 butthe Prince aſſured 
me there was no ſuch thing, and that 
Monticur Ruvigny, the French Minilter 
at Londonhad more part 1n this Journey 
than he,-or perhaps any body elle ; ard 
that all. the endeavours uyd towards a 
Peace, came from that fade. | 

However inſtructed, atleaſt thus ac- 
compani'd, 'my Lord Arlington came;to 
the _ where he told me at our firſt 
meeting that he came over to {ct right 
ſome things betweenthe King and the 
Prince that he doubted.were amils, -and 
ſettle a perte& kindnels and confidence 
between .them for the time to come, 
That to dothis he muſt goto the bottom 
of the Sore, and rake into things paſt, 
which was an unpleaſant work, and 
which I couldnot do, asbaving no part 
12 the King's buſineſs during that time 
whereia the Prince took his offence! at 
aur Councils. That the King had. cho- 
ſen him for this Office, becauſe he could 
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beſt juſtifie His, Majeſty*s intentions to- 
wards His. Highneſs.1n, the whole courſe 
of that) Afar. -Idab; for the:;;Peace, 
tlio; His Majeſty eld it, yet he:would 
notmeddle with: it, ;unlefs the Prince. of 
himf@lf;: made any) Qyertures abgurt- it, 
but i would only-'endteavour to-giive the 
Prince what lights, he could as to 'the 
State of things in general, and whathe 
might hope from his Allies, as welt as 
from- France 3 That it, the Prince 'made 
no advances to him upon it, he would 
let it fall, and leave it 1nny hands to be 
purſued by the Orders I ſhould re- 
ceive. That he knew very well tuch a 
Commuillion as his, might look unkind, 
1fnot injurious, to-another Ambaſſadors 
and that he would not have come, if a« 
ny other had been heres bur the King, as 
well as he, r<:ckon'd {0-far upon the 
ricnd{hip between vs, . that they were 
both confident of my. being eafte-inn, 
and ging him any athitance he ould 
want from me, which he worthdi ac- 
quaint me withas the matter p! ozceded. 
He ſaid, beſides, That ' atter having 
fought the King? Battle with the Prince, 
he muſt fight another of his own, who 
did notdeſerve the coldneſs His Highneſs 
had of late exprefled.to him, 2nd when 

| this 
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this was done, all his buſineſs was ended 
here, - and the reſt would be only -ſeeing 
his. Friends, and finding fone \divet{ion 
froma'new Scene; That he defired'! 
would, according 'te'the Forms, bring 
Him'and my Lord' Offory the firlt rymeto 
the Prince, and after that,they would fee 
him no more in Ceremony, nor give'me 

that trouble. 2.9; / th 2 

. F told his Lordſhip, I was very glad to 
ſee him, let his buſineſs be wharit would; 
That ſhould be gladder yet that the 
King's buſmeſs ſhould be done, let it be 
by whom it would'; butmuch more that 
x might be by Him + That for —_— 

matters right between the King an 
Prince, I thought it the beſt Office could 
be done them both 3 That for the way 
he mention'd of raking into the Sore;and 
fghting Battles in defence or juſtification 
oft what was paſt, I knew not what to 
ſay to it, but, would leave it to his own 
Prudence ; but,- froni what I knew in 
particular of 'the Prince's humour and 
hts, whatever he did of that'ſort,l 
belien'd, ſhould be very gentle, and not 
go too deep ; and, fer my own patt, I 
was always of opmion, That Faxvyoſtwlati- 
ons were very apt to end well between Lo- 
vers, but ill between - Friends, That [ 
would 
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would. fend-to the Prinde for : an Hour 5 
ad whenT had 'brought himtohis Highs) 
neg,” I would leave huch'theroiafrer/the/ 
firſt Entrances were patt,, and defir'd no- 
other: part' in his: Stair, than/what ho 
thoughtmeceſlary: vogrve me-> Whenever 
he.did;4ſhould fervehim the beſt [could 
10 faizood anendeavour;and for.therrefh, * 
I ſhould leave tlie Field free tomy Lord 
Ofory ard Him,” - while they ſtay'd:wohe 

6 and as'to all that was fecret's: as 
tothe beſt, I defar'd they. would 'make 
wht ule they: py of Me and: ne, 
Houle. 

My: Lord Arlington took all tad very 
well ; ſaid, 'Txwas/not neceſſary I ſhould: 
leave'them after 1 hav Introduc'd+ them 
tothe Prince, butin facha manner asT ſaw 
he would nor diflike it; nor have aniy'ha- 
dy thought to have any pare m-the :Stto-: 
ce{iexhe expeRted :)So next .mornmg 1 
brought them to the Prince, and, after a 
quarter of a houts ſlay, left them toge-- 
ther, The Prince-wovld have had :me 
ſtayd, but my Lord- Arlington laid nota 


: word 3 and | pretended :fome Letters 


preſyd me, and fo' went away, and ne- 
ver faw them together any more while 
they ſtay/d at the Hague, unleſs at Dinner, | 
or in mix'd and publick. Company. * - - 
The 
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: Thi truth is, I was notthe/worſe en. 
tertaitfd during the courſe of jthis!Ad- 
venturez for my Lord Arlington.told me 
every day what be thought fit. at allithat 
paſs'd:/between them ;-. and the: Prince 
told menot only thething, but the man- 
nerof.it, which wasmore important than - 
the-matter it ſelf ;:for:this had no cflect, 
but:theQther agrtdtdeal ; and thatlaft- 
edlong,My Lord Arlington told me much 
of his Expoſtulations, : and with. what 
good turns of Wit! he. bad juſtified hath 
the King's Partin.the late -War, andths 
Own ; but that, upon all, he found the 
Prinee dry and ſulen; or at the beſt 'un- 
ealie,andLas if he wif? it ended. That 
uponDiſcourſe of theState of Chriſtendam, 
and; what related to the War. he was 
ingag:d1n, he made him no Overtures at 
all,nor-entred further, than that the King 
might-bring him out of it with Honour, if 
he pleaſed, and with ſafety to Chriſtendom; 
it not; /it ruſt goon tillthe Fortunes: of 
the Parties changing,made way for other 
thoughts, than he behev cicher of them |; 
had-at this time. That: this. might hap- , 
pen: after another Campania, which none 
but his Majeſty could prevent, by indu- 
cing Frence to ſuch.terms as he thought 
juſt and fafe for the reſt of Chriſtendom. 
| Thus 
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ro This was the Sum of what My Lord 
” Arlington pretended to have paſsd in 
three long Conferences 3 aftcr which it 
" rew ſo uncaſte between them, that he 
* old mc he bad abſolutely given it over, 
- and would not fay a word more of buſt- 


?neſswhile he was there, and attended His 
t, Majeſty's Orders after the return of his 
Diſpatches : but would divert him{lt in 


h the mean time as well as he could, ſee the 
h Prince as often as he pleafſ:d at Dinner, 
—_— in Company, but ack it no more mn 


'private, unleſs the Prince of him{elf de- 
F A\irdit; and, upon the whole, gave all the 
ſigns of being equally diſappointed and 
At /Cciſcontented with the Succeſs of this Un- 
 'dertaking. 

455 } The Prince, onthe other ſide, told me 
At with what Arrogance and Infolence my 
B Lord Arlington had entred upon all his 
if Expoſtulations with him, both upon the 
”7 King's Chapter and His Own 3 That it 
ft twas not vnly in the Diſcourſes of 1t, as if 
T the pretended to deal with a Child, that 
Un the could by his Wit make believe what 
””. thepleakd; but in the manner he faid 
E 7all upon that Subjet, it was as ifhe had 
i- *raken Himſelf for the Prince of Orange, 
Kt and him for Viy Lo:d Arlington 5 That 
all he faid was fo artificial, and giving 
ws G ſuch 
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ſuch falſe Colours to things every body 
knew , that. he, that was a plain Man, 
could not bear it, and was never ſo wear) 
of any Converſation in his Life.In ſhort al 
the Prince rold me upon it,look'd ſpightel 
at mv Lord Arlizgton.and not very much 
ſatisfied with the King's Intcntions upar 
this Errand, tho he ſaid he was ſure Hy 
Majeſty nevcr intended he ſhould trex 
it in the manner he had, if he remembre 
that he was his Nephew, tho nothin 
clſe, 

After the firſt Converſations, my Lori 
Arlington ſtaid near fix Wecks in Holland 
either upon contrary Winds to return hi 
Diſpatches, or to carry him away, ofte 
at Dinner with the Prince at Court, or a 


Count Waldeck's, or Monſieur Odjkes, 0 
with me,putting on the beſt Humour an( 


Countenance, affecting the Figure of on 
that had nothing of buſineſs in his Head 


or in the defign of his Journey, buta_ 


heart weary of his {tay in Holland, ant 
unwilling to return with no better Ac 
count of Is Errand 5 and, as it prov'd, It 
had reaſon for both. 

I found the Penſioncr and Count Wal 


vCt 


deck thought, That the bent of my Lori yyhi, 
Arlington was, To draw the Prince into F'ye, 


{i:ch Meaſures of a Peace as France the! 
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ſo much deſired : Intoa diſcovery of thoſe 
Perions who had made Advances to the 
Prince or the States of raiſing Commo- 
tions in England during the late War ; 


into ſecret Meaſures with the King of 


aſſiſting him againſt any Rebels at home, 
£$ well as Enennes abroad ; and into the 
Hopes or Deſigns of a Match with the 
Duke's Eldeſt Daughter. Tho, they 
ſaid, he found the Prince would not en- 
ter at all into the Firſt, was obſtinate a- 
gainſt the Second, treated the Third asa 
diſreſpect to the King, to think he could 
be ſo ill belov'd, or.ſv imprudent to need 
itz and upon mention made of the laſt 
by my Lord Offory , he took no further 
hold of it, than iaying, His Fortunes 
were not in a condition for hin to thinkof 
« Wife. 


. Thus ended his Myſtical Journey 5 
which I have the rather unveal'd , be- 
tauſe, perhaps, no other could do it, nor 
I, without ſo many ſeveral Lights from 
fo many ſeveral Handsz and becauſe, 
tho it brought forth no preſent Fruits, 
yet Seeds were then ſcattered , out of 
wich ſprung afterwards ſome very great 
Events. 
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Myv Lord Arlingtoz returu'd, was re. 
cerv?d but coldly by the King, and 1lI by 
the Duke, who was angry that an 
mention had been made of the Lady 
Mary, tho it was done only by my Lord 
Offory, and whether with Order from 
the King or no, was not known : Sox 
never any {train of Court-skill and Con 
trivance ſucceeded fo unfortunately x 
this had done, and fo contrary to all th 
Ends the Author of it propoſed to hin: 
ſe!f. Inſteed of advancirg the Peace. ht 
left it deſperate 3 Inſtead" of eſtabliſhin 
a Confidence between the King and th 
Prince, he left all colder than he foun 
itz inſteed of «<ntring into great perſona 
Confidence and Friendſhip with th 
Prince, he lett an Unkindnets thar laſte: 
ever atter ; inſtead of retrieving his ow! 
Credit at Court, which he found wain 
ing upon the increaſe of My Lord Da! 
bys, he made an end of all a had Ic 
with the King, who never after us 


him with any Contidence further tha 
the forms of his Place; and found m 
Lord Treafurer's Credit with the Kin 
more advanced in (1x weeks he had bee 


away, than it had done in many mont! 
before. 


What 
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Whatever was the occalion , France 
had this Winter an extreme dcfire of a 
Peace, and left no ways unattempted tw 
obtain it, that might not too munch dit- 
cover the need they had of it. I ſup- 
poſe they might apprehend 'v hat the 
Confederates reckon'd upon, with pre- 
haps, too much aſſurance. That if they 
could gain one Battle, they ſhould cer- 
tainly enter Frances and if ever they 
did, the i]l Humours grown under this 
late Government would certainly break 
out, and make way for all the Snccefſzs 
and Ravages they propos'd to themſelves; 
or, at _ for ſuch termsof a Peace, as 
would leave all the Neighbours of that 
Crown in fatety, and at quiet. A tatk 
was ſet on foot of a Marriage between 
Monſteur's eldeſt Daughter ard the King 
of Spain, m the heat of the War; a Sul- 
penſion of Arms was propos'd at Viennz 


by Count Oxenſtiern the Swediſh Ami ale ' 


ſador, and the ff nding Plenipotentiaries 
immediately after to treat the Peace.with 
Oifers, in caſe theſe were agreed to tat 
the Ailair of Prince William of Furſten- 
burgh (Mhould be refpited til the end of 
the Treaty, and Paſfports ſhould be gran- 
ted for the Duke of Lorrain's Miniſters, 
upon Which difficulties had been made. 
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Practices wcre uſed with the Princes of 
Brandenbureh and Lunenburgh to disjoint 
them from the Common Alliance ; and 
a Farticular Intelgence was held between 
the Mareſchal d Eftaraes, and one who 
had been Penfioner of Maſtricht, who 


communicated all his Letters to the Pen- 
fioner Fage/. But the Sum of all, wa © 


Inſtances for a ſeparate Peace between 
France and Holland , a Breach of theu 
Meaſures with the Houle of Aſiria, and 
return of the old Ones with France , to 
wards which they offer'd all the Advan- 
tages that could be to the States in point 
ot Commerce, and all the Perſonal One 
that could te defired by a Prince 
Orange. 

But the Prince was unmoveable in the 
Point of not leaving his Allies, . tho he 
began to foreſte he was like to play a hard 
Game with them acxt Sumn'cr 1n the 
Fiel\, and perbaps a harder with the Peo- 
ple at Hume, who grew impatient for a 
Peace, both ypon the cruel Taxes the 


p 
e 
| 
7 

441 
qc 


ne 
nt 


War had raiz?d, and upon the preſent de- ; 
cay of Trade, as well as apprehenfion ,d! 
that with longer continuance of the War, ,d: 
it would run {ſo far into anew Channel qth 
by England, as never tq-be retricy'd. yÞ« 
Upon theſe confidcrations the Prince re- pw: 
folvd , 
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|. folvd to make one effort towards a 
© Peace with Honour, betore this Seaſon 
| - ended, and made all further thoughts of 
| |, itgiveway to the Actions of the approach- 
) 4 ing Campania. His Scheme was this 5 
) + That a Match ſhould be made between 
* © the King of Spain,and Madamoiſoiie : That 
8 © France ſhould give wich her in Dowry, 
| > the late conquei?.l Places in Marders. 
t Thatthe King ſhould make this Match, 
| jand upon theſe terms 3 That he ſhould 
» , have Two hundred thouſand pounds for 
- 4 His good Offices in it. By this means a 
k , Peace wquld be made with ſatety to Spair: 
s ,and to Hellend, by fecuring again' the 
| , Frontiers of Flanders, with Honour. to 
« France , . who parted with the conquer'd 
© , Townsonly as a Dowry to a Daughter of 
t + France , . without any blemiſh to the 
d ,Princes Honour , or Faith in his Alli- 
e ances, and. with Honour and Profit. both 
> ,to His Majeſty, which laſt was. thought 
a 4no unwelcame Circumſtance at that tume 
e $1 our, Court. 
» 3 This the Prince ang Penflioner having 
1 , digeſted. the beſt. way they could ,. and 
, adceduc'd to Me, delir'd me ro propoleto 
| the King, as the only way. of making the 
L yPeace he ſo. mych deſir'd, as a thing they 
- Pwere ſure he could do, and that France 
l | ; G 4 could 


» 
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could not deny hin, if he would preſs it; im: 
and as the Jaſt degree of Favour His Mz fre 
jeſty could expreſs to the Prince, who TFe 
conld no other way come out of this Wax fe 
with Honour. Thev defir'd me to write &h 
it to the King himſelt, and that nothing Swi 
might be ſaid of it ro any other Perſon, Me 
till His Majeſty ſhould return me His Opi. FH 
non upon it, Pr 
I did ſo by two Letters to the King *o! 
but had no hopes given me that it woulk 'y 
be effected 5 whether France took th dric 
defires of the Prince for an Argument d FP1 
his. being weary of the War, or that | *lic 
found the People were fo ; or whethe 
they would not end the War, withou *G 
breaking the force and confidence of th * ſt: 
preſent Alliance, or ( as the Prin {5 
thought ) without leaving Flanders ope 1D 
for another Invaſion, when ſome bette * c: 


*Conjuntture- thovid make way for it 5 0 * re 


whether the Revolt of Me{ſzma had give 17 
them hopes of diſabling Spain, by drawin : th 
their Forces on that ſide, and” Giſpoſin ? ic 
them to a Peace by this Woundiin a par * F 
fo'tender, and that might fpread fo f: . P; 
to Jraly ; or whether they had noi? / 


abſolutely engaged the Crown of Sweat in 


0 eniter 1nto'the' War, and believed thi ? {a 
y the Impreſſion -that Crown woul ? © 
"I mak 


=, 
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: Imake in Pomerania, they might not only 

» frecall the Duke of mudire a and his 

0 Forces from the Rhine, but, if they ſuc- 

t Tceeded, might ſo allarm the Empire on 

t Khat ſide, as to break or very much 

! Sweaken any conjuion of their Forces 

\ Mext Summer on this fide of the Rhire. 

- FHowever it was, this Attempt of the 

Prince fail'd, and fo all further thoughts 

| *ofa perſent Peace ended, and left me on- 

{ Uy to purſue the cold ſcent of a Media- 

; #non 1n the common Forms, while the 
{ ®Preparations for a warm Summer on all 

; ®{ides were making in the Field. 

; | The Prince this February went into 
; FGelderland to eſtabliſh the new Magt- 
| #{tracy there, according to his Office of 
| | Stadtholder. Whilſt he was there, the 
 TDepnties of that Province by unanimous 
 * conſent made him an offer of the Sove- 

| * reignty of that Countrey, with the anci- 
ent Title of Duke of Gelderland, which 

;® they pretended had been formerly in 
1 ſome of his Anceſtors. ThePrince ſaid, 
* Fe 'would give them no anſwer upon an 

* Aﬀair of fo moment, without firſt advi- 
* ling with the other Provinces : He im- 

* mediately writ to thoſe of Holand, Zea- 

Þ} land, and Utrecht, to communicate this 

7 Offer to them, and demand their Advice 


upon 


90 


MEMOIR 5s, 


upon it. - Zealand: return*d theirs again{ part 
his accepting of it, grounding it upe qaini 
the Jealouſics it might raiſe in the othe whi 
Provinces, and inconſfiſtence of it wit 
the Conſtitutions of their Umon, whic 
left none of the Provinces at liberty t ; 
diſpoſe of their Soveraignty witha 
conſent of the reſt. Utrecht returi.] the 
anſwer with advice to accept it, Holla Fi 
was longer, depending upon rhe. del 
neceſſary in running the circle of {o man 
Towns; ſothat betore. it was conclude 
the Prince upon receiving the adv.cey 
Utrecht, return'd them immediately k 
Anſwer , with the notice, that he; hy 
excusd himſclf tothe States of Gelderlani 
Evan accepting the offer they, had, mad 
im. | NICs 
Nathing could ,more imploy. the bu 
heads of this time than the courſe. of th 
Aﬀair z ſome attributing it tq the an 
bition of the Pringe, and prefaging th = 
ſame, deſign upon the reſt of the, Provis gntr' 
ccs 3 others laying it. to the charge « Fega 
ſome of his young. Councecllors,z, other King 


to a..delign of ſounding the humour 0 eellc 
. the. Provinces, and of having the ho gag' 
nour to refute, it, after they ſhould 4Fanr 
have; advis'd himto accept it, as *wz Þf t 


believ'd they would do. For my, ow! Were 


par: , 
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part, I can ſay nothing of it with cer- 
inty, having never ſeen the Prince 
while it was upon the Anvil, nor .di({- 
oursd with him upon this Subje&t <&1- 
er before or after ; but if it were an 
$mbition bent upon the Soveraignty of 
e reſt of the Provinces as well as 
Delderland , we was a deſign very 
ifferent from all his proceedings in 
the courſe of the War, when Fraxce 
ad propos'd it to him with all the 
advantages and ſupport that could be; 
and as different from what he had ever 
m'd to underſtand, and to be asmuch 
rſuaded of as any Man, That a Sove- 
7 Prince in H»{/and would certainly 
nd ſoon ruin the Trade, and conſequent- 
the Riches and Greatneſs of that Stare, 
nd leave a Prince of it without power, 
r conſideration in the World ; whereas 
he Princes of Orange in the Poſt they 
ave held for four Generations , have 
entr'd into Wars and Treaties, with a 
=_ and weight equal to moſt of the 
ings of Chriſtendom, For young Coun- 
eellors that were thought to have en- 
ag'd the Prince m this adventure, I 
annot ſpeak with more certainty than 
f the intention; but I am ſure if they 
were 1n it, they were not alone; for 
; None 


Ol 
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none doubts of Monſieur Fage!'s havin tec 
been for itz and Monſieur Bevernin 8 
who was ever thought as {tancha Pati Þ 
ot as any Man among them, told n 
himſelf, that he had advisd the Prin 
to accept it 3 which I believe he wou| 
not have done, if he had foreſeen ar 
danger from it to his Countrey. hk 
whether the Prince or his Friends h 
the part that was commonly thought! 
the firſt overture, tis certain an Inter 
of the Deputies and Magiſtrates, as we 
as Nobles of Gelderland had a ſharei 
It too. For whereas thisis the firſt Pr 
vince 1h the Union, and abounds wt 
Nobles more than all the reſt, yet | 
reaſon of their Poverty from a'barr 
Soil and want of Trade, they are | 
con(ider'd than ſeveral other Provinca 
and their Voices has been in a mann 
ſwallowed np by that of Holand, wh 1o 
by their Trade and Riches, have a gre L, 


influence upon thoſe of Gelderland. Ti Yar 
Deputies of this Province finding ther ®Pa 
ſelves-zet leſs conſiderable in the Unic %hit 
than they were before the War, whic th 
had extreamly impovetiſh'4 their Cout th: 
trey during | the French Conqueſt Fla\ 
thought there was no way of recoverinFtet 


fuch a conſideration in the Stare, as ſur$jel 
| 62 
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n &d with the rank and dignity they held, 
! ut devolving the Soveraignty of their 
9 Province upon the Prince of Orange. Be- 
b Jides many of the Nobles there having 
x: Þrctences for themſelves or there Friends 
| Sn the VN.tlitary imployments , thought 
1 Fo make their Court to the Prince upon 
i Svhom thoſe Charges depended, by ad- 
2 Francing ſuch a propolition 3 and this 
| $was certainly a great ingredient into the 
e 
t 
1 
r 
; 
i 


rſt conception of it; but whether 
onniv'd at, or ſeconded by the Prince, 
r his Friends, or with what Aims or 
nſtrutions I cannot ſay, and ſo Jeave « 
s a Muſhroom that grew up ſuddenly, and 
as ſuddenly wither'd and letrnofign where 
At had grown. 

At the Prince's return to the Hague in 
March 1675. I receiv'd a Letter from 
is Majefty's own hand, telling me of 
ſome advices given him, That the 
: #Prince intended to come over into Erng- 
1 againſt the approaching Seflion of 
1 ®Parliament, and Commanding me to 
(hinder it, as if His Majeſty believ'd the 
( thing. I adventurd to atjure the King 
{there could be nothing of it , before [ 
;#ſaw the Prince ; but when I did, 'I pre- 
1FStended not to have had it from His Ma- 
'Szeſty, but that I heard fuch a thing had 
F ben 


With 


Blows. 
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and he believd by Lord Arlington, wh 
had ſome times talk'd of that Journg 

after the Peace ſhovId be made. How 
ever it came, he was ſorry the Kin 
ſhould believe it. That he was his Mz hin 
jeſty?s Servant, and if he could do him n 
ſervice, he would at leaſt do him no harn Þy' 
But if the King would be otherwiſe pol - 
ſeſt, he could not help it 3 yet defired ne 
to aſſure him there had never been aty 
ground for ſuch a report. In the After 
noon the Prince came to me, and toll 
me 1n great heat, he had, ſince he ſaw me $15 
receivd the moſt impertinent Letter fron rf 
Lord Arlington: that ever was upd 
that Subje, treating it as a reſolutionF/<- 
certain and intended for raiſing hear Ye! 
in the Parliament, and commotion #7 
in the Kingdom 3 telling him, 'Twa B11 
like to prove but an ill triend(hip be $1 
tween the King and him, if it was t:Þt0 
be made A coup de batons 5 and puttin P 
him in mind, 2w'il yas 


been whiſper'd to him. He faid, ye, [i 


wounds among you , that playes ces UVOHS. qui ſaigm C 
will bleed ftill, if there be rom encore, ſb Þ ony metl an 


not care taken of them. 2 The Prince ſaid, bt $07 * 


£ 


knew well enough what Lord Arlingtu 
meant by that expreſlion, for-he had told 
Monſieur Read in England, when It& 


wel 2 - 
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aſt Peace, That the King could make rhe 
; Prince - be ſerv'd as De Witt was if he 
ould ſet himſelf about it. Upon this he 
11 into the greateſt rage that ever I ſaw 
im, againſt my Lord Arlington, calling 
is proceeding malicious, and inſolent, 
\$ying, He would write to him whathe 
geſerv'd 5 but never have any thing more 
to do with him beyond common forms. 
That ſince he knew not how to truſt che 
ing's Miniſters, He would write to the 
ing himſelf, and deſir'd me to convey 
* Letters ſo, as they might come to no 


| it oyer upon the firſt motions of the 


ther hand. 

Soon after Count Waldeck went to 
#:c-nga to coneert the Actions of the 
gext Campania, where Count Montecu- 

l; was appointed to command the Im- 

nal Forces inſtead of Duke Bornonville; 

nd the Count Soxches was ſent away 
to a Government in Hungary. In 
ſarch the Elector of Brandenburgh came 
to Cleve, upon the ſame concert, where 
he was met by the Prince of Orange, 
and the Marqueſs De Grana the Empe- 
rs Miniſter 3 but the main point deba- 
&d here was thought to be the Defence 
cellary to be made in Pomerania a- 
ainſt the Suede, who began now to 
«. throw 
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throw off the mack, to Ravage t 
Countrey , and to attack ſome places 
ceſlary for their Quarters, The Mone 
likewiſe paid that Conrt from Fran 
at Hamburgh had been ſo publick and({ | 
avow?d, that none further doubted of; : 
ſudden and open Rupture from th | 
Crown. Whereupon the States 
to Monſieur Ehernſtein ( then Swed: * 
Ambaſlador at the Hagze, and wi 
would have kept ſtill the Figure of ; 
Mediator ) to put in no more Men 
rials to the States upon that occalion 
fince they could not receive them fro : 
a Miniſter of a Prince, who had opal * 
and without cauſe Attacqu?.1 one of the 
Allies. 

At this time arriv'd an Ambaſlad 
from Denmark at the Heenwe , to t 
what advantages his Maſter could mal 
of this Preſent Conjun&ure, by Ter 
of entring into the Allyance wi 
France and Sweder. And all things þ 
ing thus in the higheſt Fermentatio! 
a ſudden damp fcll upon the whole mz 
of theſe great affairs by the Sicknels ( 
the Prince of Orange; which ſhow'd hi 
to be the Spring that gave motion: to 1? 
the other Wheels; for while His the 


laſted , and the event was doubtful, : * 
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wasin ſuſpence, and-none of the Parties 
engag'd ſeem to have other Motions or 
Sentiments than what were raid by the 
Hopes or Fears of fo important a Lite, 
After ſome days Fever, it proved the 


| Small-Pox, which had been very Fatal 


in His Family, and gave the greater 
Apprehenſions to His Friends and His 
Countrey , who expreſled indeed - a 
ſtrange concernment upon this occaſion, 
by perpetual concourſe of People to en- 
quire after every minutes progreſs of 


His Ilneſs. Whilſt it laſted, he had ta- 


: ken a fancy hardly to Eat or Drink any 
» thing but what came from my Houſe, 


which the People after took notice of as 
it paſsd ; and thoperhaps few Foreign- 
ers have had the luek 'to be better 
thought of or uſed ina ſtrange Countrey 
than we had ever beenin Hollend , yet 
ſeveral of our Ditch Friends told - us, 
Thatin caſe any thing fatal happened to 
the Prince from tins Diſeaſe, they be- 
lieved the People would pull down our 
Houſes, and tear us all in pieces, upon 
knowing what he took in his Sickneſs 
came from our hands. God be thanked 


| all paſt without any bad accident, tho 


WI {y mptoms at firſt 5 and his recovery, 
next to the Bletling of God, was owing 
H to 
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to the gxeat evennels of his temper, and 
conſtancy of mad, which gave way to 
no imprefiions or imaginations that vſc 
to be of {o ill conſequence in that dif- 
eaſe ; ſo that it paſsd in the common 
forms, and. withm Twenty days be wa 
abroad, and fell imo. the prefent buſi. 
neſs of the Scene, among which the 
preparation for the Campania was the 
chief. 

E cannot here forbear to give Mon- 
fieur Bextinck the Character due to hm, 
of the beſt Servant -I have ever known 
1: Prince's. or in ' private Family, He 
tended his Maſter. during the whol: 
courſe of his Diſeaſe, both night and 
day; nothing he took was given lum, 
nos he ever remov*{ in his Bed, by any 
other hand-3 and the Prince told me, 
that whether he {ltept or no, he could not 
tell ; bux in Sixteen days and nights, he 
never calld once that he was not an- 
{iver'd by Monſieur, Bentinck, as if he 
had been awake. The firſt time the 
Prince was well enough to have his Head 
opend and comb*d, Monſieur Bentixch, 
as ſoon as it was done, begg'd of his 
Maſter to give him leave to go home, 
for he was able to hold out no longer; 
He did ſo, and fell immedutely fic - 
« ene 
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the fame Diſeaſe, and in great extremi- 
ty 3 but recover'd juſt ſoon enough to 
attend his Maſter into the Field, where 
he was ever next his Perſon. 

The Campania happen'd to begin la- 
ter than it usd to doon the French fide, 
both from the expettation what the 
Prince's ſickneſs would end in, and from 
ſome Commotions ſucceeding one ano- 
ther about this time in Guiexze and 
Brittany, upon occaſion of the lmpoſts 
or Cabels, which drew ſome of the 
French Forces into thole Parts. But 
when thoſe troubles were ended, as they 
were by an unuſual ſtrain of Lenity and 
Clemency in compoling them, all ima- 
gmary endeavours were us'd to prepare 
in France for the Campania : The King 
iatended to attack Flanders in the Head 
of all the choice of his Forces, and with 
the greateſt Vigour and impreſſion he 
could make this Year upon the Spariſb 
Netherlands, yet the King pretended to 
be but a Volunteer in the Army , of 
which he declar'd the Prince of Conde 
General, whether to put the greateſt 
Compliment he could on fo great Merit, 
or to hinder his Brother from making 
difficulty of Acting under that Prince's 
Orders. And Monſieur Turen:e was to 

H 2 be 
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be employd in Alſace, to attend and a. 
muſe as much as he could the German 
Army, for fear of giving the King tog 
much diverſion in Flanders ; and thi 
with Orders to a& by concert with 
Count Wrangel, General of the Swedi 
Forces in Pomerania, who gave hopes of 
Marching fo far into Germany as to cor: 
cert his Aftions, orat leaſt Motions with 
thoſe of Monſieur Turenme. On the 0 
ther fide, the Confederates were as buſi 
in their proviſions againſt theſe deſigns 


The Elettor of Mentz was drawn to * 


throw off the remainders of his Neutra- 
lity, and to receive the Imperial Troop; 
intohis Towns, as Strasburgh kad done; 


and practices were ſet on foot to change 


the temper of the Court of Bavaria,with 


hopes of ſucceſs. Montecuculi prepat' 
to come down into Alſace with the Ar- 
my of the Err peror and the adjoyning 
Circles; and the EleQtor of Brandes 
burgh came the the Hague after the Prince 
of Oranee's illneſs, where Treatics wer 
concluded with the King of D-amark; 
Miniſters, and review?d with the Duke 
of Lunenburg/s. Aﬀter which the Ele 
Cor went immediately away to the re 
lief of his own Subje&s and Countrey, 
then invaded and ipoild by the _ 

hoſt 
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hoſtility of the Sediſh Forces, WhiPit 

he was at the Hagze, the Compliments 
paſs'd in form between us, but without 
 _- viſit or enterview, tho the Eleftor de- 
| firdand purſu'd it with more inſtance 
\  than[ well underſtood: For he ſent his 
' Miniſter at the Haexe firſt to me, and 
, afterwards engag'd the Prince himſelfto 
| endeavour it, by finding ſomeexpedient 
in the difficulties of Ceremony, or elſe 

by propoſing a third Place. But the 
French Ambaſſadors having taken up a 
) * form of refuſing to viſit any Elector, 
. unleſs they might have the hand given 
; them in thoſe Princes Houſes, and the 
Eleftors having never conſented to it, 
I told the Prince I could not go lower 
than the French Ambaſladors did, in that 
nor any other Point 3 and that meeting 
in a third place would look likea fort of 
approving the refuſal made by the Ele- 
ors: And fo I never ſaw this Prince 
during his ſtay at the Hague, much to 
my regret, becauſe I had been poſleſs'd 
- many qualities very eſteemable in 

im. 

In the mean time, how uſeleſs ſoever 

- forthe preſent, yet the forms of His 
7, Majeſty's Mediation went on. After it 
0 had been accepted by all Parties, the firſt 
- H 3 Point 
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Point that came to be con{ider'd on, was 
the Place of Treaty, about which the 
Suedes could not ſfurmountkhe difhcul. 
ties during the courſe of the Mediation, 
The Houle of Arſtria propoyd to have 
the Congreſs in ſome of the free Towns 
of the Empire, as Frankford, Hambnrzh, 
Strasburgh, and ſome others 5 France re- 
fus'd ever to come into any Town of 
the Empire, upon the inſults they re- 
ceiv'd and complain'd of ſo much 'at Co- 
logn, in the ſeifure of Prince William of 
Furſtezburgh, and a great Summ of the 
French Money there ; but offer'd at the 
ſame time to come and Treat at Breda, 
tho belonging to one of the Parties en- 
gag?d in the War, which they would 
make paſs for a great condeſcention,and 
teſtimony of that. King's inclination to a 
Peace. 

The Confederates on the other fide 
would not hear of Breda; they took 
that propolition as an arttfice, firſt, to 
1ngratiate with the States beyond the 
reft of their Allies z but nexr, which 
wasthe point of importance, they look'd 
upon it as delignd to carry on either a 
teparate Treaty with the States, or at 
leaſt Private Meaſires and Correſpan- 
Jencies with feyeral Towns and _—_ 
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of thoſe Provinces, ſo as to induce, or 
force the State at laſt into a ſeparate 
Treaty with Fraxce, upon the dithcul- 
ties or delays that might ariſe jin a Ge- 
neral one. And upon this Point the 
Allies were ſo jealous, that the States 
Deputies of the Foreign Commitee, 
who manag'd all theſe Afairs in thefirſt 
reſort, thought it neceſſary to ſeem as 
averſe againſt Treating in any of their 
Dominions, 'as any of the Allies. Thus 
all places in Germany, France, and the 
Low-Countries, ſeem'd abſolutely ex- 
cluded by one part or other;and Londor 
was diflik'd by all as too remote, and of 
difficult and uncertain Commerce for 
Letters, by reaſon of the Sea. Afﬀter 
much perplexity upon this Subject in 
many Conferences [ had with the Depu- 
ties, and Diſcourſes with the Penſioner, 
I proposd two Places as the only I could 
think of left for any attempt, upon all 
circumſtances. The firſt was Cleve, 
which could not be ſaid to belong to the 
Empire, but to the EleCtor of Branden- 
Þurgh, as Duke: of Cleve, and not as a 
Prince of the Empire. The other was 
Nimeguen as being thelaſt Town bdlong- 
ing to the States, and upon the Borders of 
Germany. Both Towns capable of ſuch 
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a recepiion as was neceſlary 3 both jn 
good Airs, and eaſe of acceſs from all 
parts z center'd between Spain and Sne- 
den, between the Empire and Prance, 
and near Ezgland, wherc the Spring of 
this. Treaty was conceiv'd to be. | 
thought France might not diſlike Cleze, 
even upon thoſe regards the Allies ſu- 
ſpeed of the vicinity to the States; 
and the Confederates could not except 
againſt it as belonging to one of them, 
On tother ſide, it the Allies approv'd 
Cleve, and: France ſhould refuſe it, yet 
they could not afterwards diſapprove of 
Nimeguen, which was but three Leagus 
nearer the Hague or Amſterdam, where 
they ſuſpected the French Praftices ; and 
disjoyn'd from both by neceſlary paſlage 
of great Rivers, which madethe Com- 
merce more cifhcult and flow thanit 
would be from other: Towns of the 
States Dominior.s. Another Reaſon was, 
That 1 knew no other to name that did 
not ſeem previouſly excluded 3 and upon 
this the Deputies conſented that I ſhould 
propoſe both to the King, that he might 
do the ſame to all the Parties 3 but 
that I ſhoul begin with Cleve, which 


j did, 
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This France refus'd, upon pretence of 
ſome dependence upon the Empire; but, 
as was thought, upon picqueto the Duke 
of Brandenburgh, with whom they were 
more offended at this time, than with 
any of the Allies. After this refuſal, 
and Nimegnen being advanc'd, Fraxce firſt 
accepted it, and afterwards the Allies, 
who could not well refuſe it, after ha- 
ving expreſs'd they would have been 
ſatisfied with Cleve 3 and fo this Place 
came to be fixed for the Scene of this 
Negotiation. 

But at the ſame time that France ac- 
cepted the Place of Treaty,they declard, 
That they would not however ſend any 
Ambaſſadors thither till theEmperor had 
given them fatisfaction upon the two 
Points fo long inſiſted on,of Prizce Will, 
of Fuſtenburgh's Liberty, and Reſtitution 
of the Money ſeized at Colen;which were 
Points had been hitherto as obſtinately 
refus'd at Yierna,as demanded by France: 
So as theſe paces towards a Peace, gain'd 
at preſent very little ground , but left 
way for the Actions and Succeſles of the 
enſuing Campama to determine the 
Times, the Methods, and Conditions of 
their pretended Treaty. 

' The French began their Attion by the 
TL COLIN | _ 
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Siege of Limburgh,with one part of their 
Army, whil't the King with the reſt la 
encamp'd in a Poſt moſt convement to 
oppoſe any attempt of relieving it, to 
which purpoſe the Prince was upon his 
march 3 but after a ſhort and weak re- 
fiſtance, it was taken before he could ap- 
_ it - For,beſides ſome delays forC{ 
y kis ſickneb, he began here to feel the 
weig':: that hung about him in all the 
couri: «1 this War, from the uncertain 
and flow marches. of the German Horle, 
and the weakneſs and diſorders of the 
Spaniſh Troops, which were necellary to 
make up his Army of ſtrength to oppoſe 
that of France, compos'd of ſuch Num: 
bers, ſuch brave and experienced Troops, 
and under ſo great a Commander as the | 
Prince of Conde, and fo gallant Officers | 
After the taking of Limburgh, the : 
French and Confederate Armies in Flan * 
ders fell into no conſiderable Aion 
or Attempt Neither daring to ſit | 
down before any Place of ſtrength, * 
while the other Army attended them, * 
and was read to relieve it ; and neither 
ſeeming very earneſt to come to Battle 
Cunleſs with evident Advantages) upon | 
the loſs of which fo great Conſequences 
ſeemd to depend, as the French entire * | 
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Conqueſt of Flanders on the one ſide, 
or the Confederates marching dire&ly 
into France on the other, after any great 
victory. Beſides, they ſeem'd to be a- 
mugd by the expectation of what was 
likely to paſs in Germany, both uponthe 
Rhine between the Imperaliſts and 


' French, and in Pomerania between the 


Swede and Brandenburgh, which without 
new Succeſſes in the Low-Countreys, 
were like todecide,ina great meaſure,the 
Fateof this War, whil'ſt the Confederates 
equally preſunr'd of their Succeſſes in Al- 
ſatia, and the French of thoſe of the 
Swedes in the North. 

About the end of Frly, the King of 
France, weary of a dull Campania, left 
the Army to the Prince of Conde, and 
return'd with his Court to Verſailles ; 
And the fame month, His Majeſty, ſce- 
ing the Negotiations of the Peace laid 
at preſent aſleep, ſent for me to make a 
ſhort turn into England, and give an Ac- 
count of all the Obſervations I had been 
able to make abroad upon the preſent 
Diſpoſitions and ConjunRures,as well as 
receive his Inſtructions for the future 
progreſs of his Mediation. 

The Parliament in Erg/and, tho much 


+ pleasd with the laſt Peace in Holland, 
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yet were not ſo with His Majeſty's de 
fires of a General One. They thought 
the Power of Franre too great ſince ther 
laſt Conqueſt in Flanders, and their Am 
bition too declar'd, of atchieving it by 
one means, and at one time or other: 
They were ſuſpicious of the Court's fa 
vouring too much the French Deſign 
by purſuing a Peace that would break{ 
mighty a Confederacy as was now uns 
ted againſt France: They were jealow 
of the Councels which had made the late 
Alliance and Kindneſs between Us and 
France in the time of the late Cabal; 
and befides theſe regards, and the com: 
mon Notions of balancing the Power 
our Neighbours, which were very popu- 
lar, the ambitious Deſigns of private, 
but unquiee or aſpiring men, fell in to 
augment and blow up the general il 
humours upon the more Publick Ac: 
counts. 

The Lord Shaftsbury, impatient at hi 
fall from fo great a ſhare of the Miniſtry, 
and hoping to retrieve a Game he wa 
forc'd to give over, had run deſperately 
into the popular humour both in Parlia- 
ment and City,of cenſuring theCourt,cx- 
claiming againſt our part;ality to France, 
but moſt of all againſt theCondutt of the 
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preſent Miniſtry. And Lord Arlington was 
ſo enraged at the Growth of my Lord 
Treaſure1's Credit upon the Fall of His 
Own, that he fell in with the common 
humour of the Parliament, in fomenting 
thoſe Jealouſiesand Practices in theHoule 
of Commons, which center'd in a Mea- 
ſure agreed among the moſt conſidera- 
able of them, Not to conſent ts give the 
King any Money whilſt the preſent Lord 
Treaſurer continued. Upon theſe occaſi- 
ons or diſpoſitions they grew very high 
in purſuing the Lord Lauderdalethe on- 
ly remainder of the Cabal that ha41 now 
any credit left at Court ; and they preſ- 
ſed the King very earneſtly to recall all 
the Engliſh Troops in the French Service, 
tho there was a greater number in the 
D.ch : But beſides they fell into ſo great 
diſſentions between the Two Houles, 
raisd vpon punctilious diſputes, and de- 
ductions of their ſeveral Priviledges in 
oppoſition to one another, that about 
the end of June the King Prorogued 
them. 

Upon my arrival ſoon after, His Ma- 
zeſty telling me the ſeveral reaſons that 
had mov'd himto it, ſaid, That he doubt- 
ed much while the War laſted abroad, it 
would give occafion or pretence for _ 
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heats that hed of Iate appeared in the Pa. 
tiament, and make hint very uneafte in hj 
Revenue, which ſo mnch needed their (| 
fSftanee 3 That ſome of the warm Leader, 
in both Houſes had a mind to engage him in 
a War with France, which they fhould ni 
do for many reaſons * and, among the ref. 
becauſe he was fare if they did, they wonl! 
leave hine in it, and make nſe of it to ruth 
his Morifters, and make hint depend np: 
Them move than he intended, or any Kin 
would defire : but beftdes all this, he donht. 
ed an inpertinent quarrel between my Lord 
Treaſurer ard Lord Chamberlain, did hin 
more diſſervice in the Parliament than | 
could imagine 5 for the laft did not can 
what harm he did his bufinefſs there, jo h 
could hope #0 ruin my Lord Treafiurer 5 and 
had pevflraded a great many in the Houf: 
of Commons, that this world certainly be 
compaſs d, if they were ſtanch, and declard 
in giving no Money during his Miniftry, 
That he knew they were both my Friends, 
and therefore deſw*d I would try to recon- 
cile thems while I ſtayd in England. I en- 
deavour'd it, but fail d:: my Lord Danby 
was very inclineble, being ſo poſted asto 
defive only to continve where he was 3 
and that the King's buſineſs night go 
well m his hands; but my Lord Arlimg- 

ton 
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tor was fo uneaſie inthe poſture he ſtood, 
which he attributed chiefly to my Lord 
Treafugerx's preſent Greatneb, that he was 
untreatable upon this Subject : So when 
I found the Wound was too much 
rankled to be curd, I gave it over ; 
telling each ofthem, That ſmce I could 
not make thenfFriends, I wouldat leaft 
live with them, both as if they were ſo 5 
and deſ1*'d them notto expect I ſhould 
ſacrifice one Friend to another. My Lord 
Treaſurer was content with this frank- 
nef6; but Lord Arlizgton could not bear 
this neather, grew dry from this time, 
and ſtiff in all that paſſd between us , 
ſtillmingliog lictle reproaches or touches 
of my greatneſs with the other ; and 
grew ſo weary of the Scene at Court, 
where he found himſelt left ous, that he 
went into. the Country for the reſt of 
the Summer. 

Thus he ſeeds of diſcontents that had: 
been ſwon 11 the Parliament under the 
Councels of the Cabal, began to ſpring 
faſt, and root deep, after their Power 
and Influence was wholly at an end 3 
and thoſe heats were under other covers 
tomented by two of the chief that com- 
pogd that Viniſtry, and with help of 
time and accident grew to ſuch flames 

as 
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as have ſince appear'd. But whatever be. 
gan or increa9d them, 'tis certain theſe 
agitationsin Erxgland had great effect up. 
on thoſe of the War and Peace abroad, 
For the Contederates were confident,that 
the hamour of the Parliament and Peo- 
ple would at laſt engage the King in their 
their quarrel , which they knew would 
force France to ſuch a Peace as they de. 
fir d 3 and Spain was ſo preſuming, That 
Ezxgland would not ſuffer the loſs of 
Flanders, that they grew careleſs oft; 
Defence, or of thoſe Orders and Sup. 
plies that were neceflary to it 3 truſting 
for the preſent to the Dutch to preſerve 
It, and to the King hereafrer, whenever 
he ſhould find it more in danger. And 
theſe Conſiderations made the Alhies lek 
inclinable to a Peace, which they might 
have had cheaper the following Winter, 
than ever it fell afterwards to their ſhare, 
by Revolutions that were not foreſcen, 
but yet ſuch as were ſuſpeCted at this 
time, by thoſe that knew the weakneſ 
of the Spaniards, and diviſions of the 
Imperial Court. 

While I ſtay*d in Erg/and, which was 
about fix Weeks, the News came of a 
great Inſurrefion in Brettany, which 
with the Numbers and Rage it began, * 
. night 
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might haveprov'd of ill conſequence to 
the French Afﬀairs, if it had met with a 
Head anſwerable tothe Body3but being 
compes'd of a ſcum of the mean people, 
that hated and ſpoil'd the Nobleſs of the 
Province, it was by fair meanes partly, 
and by foul, in a little time appeas'd. The 
Blow which was much more confidera- 
ble to France, than the loſs of Provinces 
would have been, was the death of Mon- 
fieur Turenne, the News whereof came 
toCuort about the ſame time. This great 
Captain had for three months together 
kept the [mperial Army ata bay ontother 
ſide the Rhine; reſolv'd not to fight un- 
leſs with the greateſt advantage; hiz Point 
being to hinder the German Forces From 
beſieging Philipsburgh,trom poſting them- 
ſelves in the Towns of Alſace,but chiefly 
from entring into Lorain or the County 
of Burgundy. All theſe he pertorn?d; but 
being preſs'd by the Imperialiſts, and 
ſtraitned in his Quarters, he ſuffered 
much by want of Proviſions, and found 
his Army diminiſh'd by Sickneſs and 
Deſertion, which uſeto tollow that con- 
dition. Ar laſt, bcing necetfitated for 
want of Forage to force a Polt of the 


. Enemies that (traitned him moſt,a warm 


dKirniſh began, and with loſs to the 
[ French, 
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French, that were gall'd with two Picce 
of Cannon rais'd upon an Eminence, 
and playing upon them with advantage, 
Monſieur Twrenn: reſolv'd to raiſe a Bat: 
tery to diſmount them 3 and going with 
Saint Hilaire, a Lieutenant-Gcneral, t 
chule a place the moſt convenicnt for, 
the two {mall Fieces from the Inperia 
ſide fir'd at them almoſt together 5 one 
of the Bullets wounded Saint Hilaire in 
the Shoulder, and r'other, after two 0 
three bounds upon the ground, ſtruck 
Monſieur Turenne upon the Breaſt, an| 
without any apparent Wound,more tha! 
the Contuſton, laid lum dead upon the 
place , and by ſuch a Death as Cſu 
usd to wiſh tor, uncxpected, ſudden 
and without pain. The aſtoniſhmen 
was unſpeakable in the Frexch Camp up 
on the loſs of ſuch a General : the pre 
ſumption as great in That of the Impe 
najiſts,who reckon'd upon themſelves x 
Maſters of the whole French Army, tha 
was fſtraitned berwcen Them and th 
Rhine, m want, diſcasd, and above al, 
diſcourag d by the loſs of their C aptain 
All others had the ſamc expectation up 
on this news, but all were diſappointed 
and Monfieur de Lorge's taking the Con 
mand of the Army, had the Honour 0 
makin! 
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making a Retreat that was worth a Vi- 
@ory 3 and by the force of Order and 
Conduct, with the Bravery of the Eng- 
liþ Troops, who made {ich bold Stands 
in ſeveral places, that they could not be 
broken till moſt of the Army were 
march'd off. He paſs'd the Rhize in 
ſight of part of the Imperial Army, and 
cncampd himſelt on the other fide in 
ſatety, and fo preſcrv'd it till the Prince 
of Conde was ſent in haſte out of Flar- 
ders, with a gteat Enforcement,to of poſe 
the progreſs of the Imperialiſts in Al- 
ſace, 

In the mean time, the Eleqor of 
Brandenbireh drawing his Forces with 
ſome Imperialiits out of Szleſeu together 
te!] upon the Swedes in Pomerania with 
that Bravery and Succeſs, that he ſoon 
bear them out of his part of the Country, 
and purſu'd them into their own. He had 
an Interview with the King of Dezmark , 
who was now cntred into the Intereſts of 
the Confederates,reſolv'd todeclare War 
againſt Sweder,and ro that end took his 
Veafſures with the Duke of Brardenburgh 
how to purſue it with the belt advan- 
tage the re(t ef the Seaſon. 

When the Prince of Condeleft Flan- 
ders to ſucceed Monfienr Trrerne in AE 
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ſace, the Duke of Lutzenburgh comman. 
ded the Army in Flanders, but with Or. 
ders not to hazard a Battle, but only t, 
obſerve the Prince of Oranges Motions, 
and to cover any Town that was liketo 
be endanger*d 3 whichhe performed 
well, that no further Aion pals'd thi 
Summer, beſides the Prince's taking and 
razing of Binch. But to make amend: 
for the unaCtiveneſs ot the Campaniz 
in Flanders, the Confederates by concert 
on all ſides fell upon an Enterprize « 
great eclat, and of greater conſequence. 
which was the Siege of Treves. The Im: 
peraliſts were bent upon it, to open: 
Paſlage that way into France, finding ( 
much Oppoſition in their dcligns 0 
it by Alſatia : The Spaniards deſir 
it, to make way for their ſuccourin 
Lutzenburgh whenever it ſhould be prelt, 
which was of the laſt importance to them: 
The Duke of Lorain was violent for ii 
in hopes of finding a way open'd for hi 
entrance 1:ito Lorain:The Prince Palatin 
thought it the beſt preparation for Belie 
ging and Carrying Philipsburgh, which 
was the Thorn inhis (ſide. So as all th 
join'd part of their Troops together, with 
ſome of the Fle&or of Tricr*s, and a Bo 
dy of the Luncnburgh Forces under the 
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Dukes of Ze# and Oſnaburgh, and fat 
down bctore [reves. 

The Mareſchal de Crequi gather d all 
the Forces he could outof the neighbour- 
ing Provinces, and made up a {trong Ar- 
my to reheve it. The Confederates lete 
part of Theirs to maintain their Re- 
trenchments about the Town , and 
march'd with the reſt againſt Monſieur 
de Crequi, paſsd the River 18 his ſight,at- 
tacqued him, beat him out of the Field 
with great {laughter, many Priſoners, 
and ſuch a diſperſion of the reſt, rhatthe 
whole Army ſcem'd to have vaniſhed in 
qne dayz and Monlicur de Crequzi gat 
into Treves with four or five only in 
Company : There he made a delperate 
reliſtance for near a Month againſt the 
Victorious Army,with great Honour and 
loſs among the Erg/iſh Troops that were 
1n the Town, and without any hopes of 
Relicf : Nor would he ever capitulate af- 
tcr all the extremies he was reduc to 
by the forms of a Siege, rillthe Gariſon 
mutiny'd againſt his obſtinacy, capitu- 
lared tor themiclves, and dchvered up 
Monſieur de Crequi and molt of the Off- 
cersPriſonersto the Germans. The Dukes 
of Lymenburgh had great honourin this A+ 
Ction,and the Old Duke of Lorain ; and 
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indeed it was one of the moſt vigorous 
that ſucceeded im the whole courſe of 
the War, and carried the compleatelt 
Victory, as wcll as a very conſiderable 
Town : And the Honour ot it was very 
much due to the Viarqueſs de Grana,who 
commanded the Emperors Forces there, 
and was efteem'd to have laid the firſt 
Deſign to have concerted the ſeveral 
parts of it, cngagd the ſeveral Parties to 
reſolve vpon the ſame Adventure, and 
kept them firm 1n it till it was atchie- 
ved. The loſs of Men was very great on 
the French (ide, both in the Fight and 
the Siege 3 and added to Montieur Tx 
renxe's Death, and the impreſſion ex 
pected upon 1t on that fide, by Count 
Montecuculi, with the loſs of the Swede. 
made ſo great a change in the appear- 
ance of Atfairs, that His Majeſty in 
[.etter to me, in September after my re 
wm to the Fame, bid me uſe it as an 
Argument to induce the Prince of Orang: 
to be calic in the buſineſs of a Peace, 
That it was now time for him to begin ti 
apprehen'l again the greatneſs of the Houſe 
of Aultria, inſtead of that of France. It 
was indeed expected, that the Imper: 
aliſts in Alſace would either enter 1nto 
Lorain, or at leaſt would take the chid 
| US - | Town: 
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Towns of Alſace, and poſt themſclvesfo 
the following Winter, as to be ready 
for ſuch an Enterpriſe in the beginning 
sf the next Spring 3 and Count Montecu- 
cali beſieg'd firſt Haznenan , and after- 
wards Saberne , which were the moſt 
conſiderable Places, to that end. But 
after Haguenan had offer'd to ſarrender 
upon Conditions, he roſe with his Army 
to fight the Prince of Code, who made a 
motion of his Army as if he intended to 
relieve it 3; but ſo ordered it, as the Ger- 
mans faild both the Battle and the 
Town. It was never comprehended 
how Moztecucul; afterwards came to riſe 
of a ſudden froin the Sicge of Saberne : 
Some ſaid, it was upon an expreſs Order 
from Viennz the night betore 5 others, 
With deſign of fighting the French Ar- 
my, or befieging Philizsburgh 3 but nci- 
ther happer?zand which was worſe than 
all, he ended the Campania with pat- 
ſing back his whole Army over the 
Rhine, and leaving Alſace wholly in pol- 
ſeſhon, and at mercy of the French 
Troops : Nor havel ever known any 
Action of ſuch publick Concern ſo un- 
accountable as this Retreat, ſince 'ti; 
hard to ſuſpe&t either Corruption or 
Court-Fa&ion ſhould goſo far. tho boti 
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were accusd of having part in this great 
and almoſt decilive Event, 

The reſentment of it was thought to 
have broken the old Duke of Lorain, 
heart, who died about this time , and 
left Prince Charles, his Nephew the ſuc. 
ceſſion to that Dutchy. No Prince hal . 
met with more misfortunes than this - 
Duke, nor had felt them leſs, or give ? 
greater Teſtimony of what Philoſopty: 
teaches, That the good or ill of mer: 
lives comcs' more from their Humour, 
than their Fortunes. He was expell' 
that Noble and lovely Dutchy by th: 
Arms of France in Cardinal Richlie 
time 3 forc'd to go into the Spaniſh Ser 
vice in Flanders with a Body of Lord 
ners that would follow his Fortune what 
ever it was; ſtrugld with want of Paj 
to his Troops,with jealouſfie and1ll uſagt 
of the Spaniſh Governoursz was fſeiz. 
and impriſoned by that Crown 3 re 
ſtor'd to a {hattred poſſeſſion of Lorair 
by the Peace of the Pyrences, and in 
the year 1670, forc'd to eſcape by night, 
and almoſt alone by a ſudden ſurpriz 
of the French Troops, in thehighth and 
ſecurity of Peace; aftct this he never 
had a home any more for the reſt of hi 
life, which was ſpent in ſuing for Pro- 
| recon 
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tection and Relief from the ſeveral Prin- 
ces of Chriſtendom, who reſented the in- 
juſtice of his Caſe,which none pretended 
to defend, but yet none toconcern them- 
ſelves in it, tillupon the laſt War he fell 
into his ſhare of the Confederacy, with 


- the weight of Two or three Thouſand 
* Lorainers that ſtill followed his Fortune, 


& entered into the Leagues with the Em- 
peror and moſt of the Allies for his re- 
ſtitution. He ſeem'd not to deſerve the 
Fortune of a Prince, only becauſe he 
ſeem'd not to care for it ; to hate the 
Conſtraints and Ceremonies that belong 
to it; and to value no pleaſures in Lite, 
but the moſt natural and moſt eaſte; and 
while he had them , was never out of 
humour for wanting the reſt ; Generous 
to his Servants and Soldiers when he had 
itz and when he wanted, endeavouring 
to make it up by the Liberties he gave 
themz very much belov*d and familiar 
among both : And to give his Pifure by 
a ſmall trait, one of his Miniſters told 
me, That not long before he died, all 


| his Family was a Gentleman of the Horſe 


(as he was call'd) another of his Cham- 
ber, and a Boy that look'd to a little Nag 
he us'd to ridezone day he call'd for his 
Horſe 3 the two firſt told him, the Boy 

"= | was 
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was not tobe found. He bid them how. 
ever get him his Horſe. They could 
not agree which of them ſhould go and 
Saddle him, till the Duke bid them yo, 
and one or tother of them do it, or 
elſe he {wore he would go down and 
Saddle his Horſe himfelf z they wete 
aſbam'd, and'twas done. 

Abont the ſame time died at the 
Hagne the old Princeſs Dowager 0 
Orange; a Woman of the mott Wit, and 
good Senſe in general,thatI have known; 
and who had thereby a great part in 
forming the race of the Prince, and the 
mighty improvement it receivd from 
three very cxtraordinary Women, a 
well as thrce fo great Men in the Jaſt 
Deſcents. None has ſhow'd more the 
force of Order and Oeconomy than this 
Princefs, who with ſmall Revenues, never 
above Twelve thouſand pounds a year 
fincc her Husband's death, liv'd always 
in as great plenty, and more curiouſnek 
and elegance than 1s ſeenin many great- 
cr Courts. Among other pieces of Great- 
neſs, She was conſtantly ferv'd all in 
Gold Plate, which went-ſo far astogreat 
Bottles for Water, and a great Ceſtern 
for Bottles, to the Key ot her Cloſet, 
and cycry thing cf that kind She uſually 

touch 
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touched 3 which I mention, becauſe I 
14 think 'tis what the greateſt Kings of 
nd > Chriſtendom have not pretended to do, 
'0, Nor any I have heard of on this (ide 
os Perſia. 
nd In November, this year, happen'd a 
re Stcrm at North-Weſt, with a Spring-tide, 
ſoviolent, as gave apprehenſions of ſome 
he loſs irrecoverable to the Province of 
of Holland, and by ſeveral breaches in the- 
nd great Digues near Erhbruſer, and others. 
70; between Amſterdam and Harlem, made 
in Way for ſuch Inundations as had not 
the been ſeen before by any manthen alive, 
on and fill'd the Countrey with many rela- 
x; tions of moſt deplorable Events, But 
af the incredible diligence and unanimous 
the endeavours of the people upon ſuch oc- 
ti Caſtons, gave a ſtop to the fury of that 
Element, and made way for recovering 
217 Next year all the Lands, tho not the 
People, Cattel, and Houſes that had 
ic been loſt. 
At. Before the end of the year, the Dares 
at. took Wiſmar from the Swedes, and by 
in_ an open War thoſe two Crowns catne to 
cx be engagd in the common quarrel; and 
em after a great expeCtation of ſome ex- 
ſet, fraordinary ſucceſſes in the Spaniſh At- 
ly fairs from Doz Johr'sintended expedition 
ich into 
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into Italy, to Command all the Force 
and Provinces of that Crown both there 
and in Sicily, when he was ready to go 
and meet. de Rnyter at Barcelona, who 
attended him there with the Dutch Flee; 
defign'd for Meſſina, he was by a Court. 
Intreague recall'd to Madrid; the King 
was then arrived in his Fourteenth year, 
and took upon him the Government, a 
now in Majority: and by the advice of 
ſome near him in favour, writ a Letter 
to Don Fehr to invite himto Court, to 
ailiſt him in the Government; he obeyd, 
but ſtay*d not there above a Fortnight 
or Three weeks, till by the Credit and 
Authority of the Queen Mother, he ws 
forc'd to quit his ground there, and re- 
turn to Saragoza;zand ſo vaniſh'd a mighty 
expeRation that had been raivd in Spain, 
and other places, of great effe&ts that 
were to follow this Prince's coming to 
the Adminiſtration of Afﬀairs, and very 
great Summs of Money were wholly lot 
that had been imploy'd in the prepara- 
tions of his S_y and Equipage fot 
Italy. And Scicily was left almoſt hope- 
leſs of recovery, from the ſucceſſes of 
the French, who had taken many Poſts 
about Meſſima , and threatr?d many 
more 3 and other Towns were fear'd to 
10!- 


MMeEO1NKk S. 


follow the example of that great Re- 
volt. 

Aﬀer the Princc*s return from the 
Campania to the Hague in OFober, I had 
ſeveral Conferences with him upon the 
ſabje& of the Peace, and the Terms 
that both His Majeſty and the States 
might think reaſonable, between France 
and Spair, and both thoſe Crown, be in 
any probability of conſenting to. That 
which Fraxce pretended, was the Terms 
of the Peace of Ajix, and retaining the 
County of Burgandy, which had been 
ſince Conquerd 5 or if either this Pro- 
vince, or ſome of the moſt important 
Frontier Towns of Flanders (hould be re- 
ſtor'd, then an equivolent to be made 
them for ſuch reſtitution. The Sparri- 
ards talk'd of nothing leſs than the 
Peace of the Pyrences 5 and that they 
would rather looſe the reſt of Flanders 
by the War, than part with Burgzndy by 
the Peace; and ſaid, both the King and 
the States were as much concern'd in 
Flanders, as the Crown of Spain; and had 
the ſame intereſt toſceit ſafe by a War 
or a Peace, which could not be by ſuch 
a Frontieras was lett by that of Azx. 

That which my Lord Arlingtox had 
propos'd to the Prince and r— 

an 
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and which paſs'd for His Majeſty's Sent- 
ment, tho he pretended no Orders, was 
the terms of Aix la Chapelle 3 but” in re- 
gard of the neceſiity for the Spaniard: 
to have a better Frontier in Flanders 
than was left by that Peace, That the 
French ſhould give up Aeth, and Charle- 
roy, and Ondenarde, for Aix and 8$t 
Omer': And that if they parted with 
the County of Burgundy, it ſhould be for 
ſomething in exchange. His Majeſty 
commanded me to allure the Prince, 
That if a Peace could be made upon 
theſe rerms, or any ſo near them, that 
He might hope to obtain theconſent 
France, His Majeſty for the ſecurity of 
Flanders would give his own Guaranty 
to the Peace, and enter into the ſtrideſt 
Alliance the States could dcfire for pre: 
ſerving it, or defending Flanders, in calc 
of a new Rupture. He bid me furthe 
aſſure the Prince, That for his Patrimo- 
nial Lands in Burgundy ( which were 
about Eight thouſand pounds a ycar, 
and Lordſhips of the greateſt Royalty in 
that County) he would undertake for 
his ſecure poſſeſſing them, tho tat 
County ſhould remain in the Frexcb 
hands, or for ſelling them to that King, 
and at what price thePrince h1mfclf could 
think fit to value them. The 
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The Prince's Anſwer was, That for 
Ins own part, he could be very well 
content to leave the Terms of a Peace 
to His Majeſty himſclf, and believd the 
States would do ſo too 5 but they were 
both ingag'd by Treaty and Honour to 
their Allies,and there was no thought of 
making Peace without them. That he 
belicv*d the Spaniards might be perſua- 
ded to it upon the terms of Aix, with 
reſtitution only of Aeth, Charleroy, and 
Oudenarde , towards compoſing ſome 
kind of nece{Jary Fronner on that fide 3 
but to part with Aix and St. Omer with- 
out any turther and greater exchange, 
He bchev'd they would not in the pre- 
{cnt poſture of things. That for France 
retainng the County of Burgundy. as 
Conquer? in this lait War, he was ſure 
nether Spaizz nor the Emperor would 
ever conſent to it,unleſs they were bea- 
ten 17 it by difaſters they had no rea- 
ſo to expect; tho tor his own part, he 
ſhould be content with it, provided the 
French would reſtore Tonrnay, Conrtray, 
Liſle, and Doway, with their dependen- 
cies, to the Spaniards in licu of it, be- 
cauſe by that means Flanders would have 
a ſecure Frontier on that (ide,and a rea- 
{onable good one by 4th and Charleroy 

on 
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on the other ; and the ſecurity of Flay. 
ders was the chief intereſt of the State | 
upon the Peace. That for himſelf, he 
thanked his Majeſty for his offer, as w 
his Lands in Burgwmdy; but they never 
came into his thought upon the Terms of | 
a Peace, nor ſhould ever hinder it 3 but 
on tother (fide, he would be content to 
loſe them all, to gain one good Town 
more for the Spaniards in Flanders. 
When I put him in mind, as the King 
order d me, of the apprehenſions He and 
the States might have of the Greatneſs 
of the Houſe of Arſtria, it their Succelles 
continued ; he told me, There was m 
need of that, till they ſhould go beyond the 
Peace of the Pyrenees : whenever that 
ſhould happen , he ſhould be as much a 
French-man as he was ow a Spaniard , * 
but not before. He ended, in defiring : 
That whatever Pla His Majeſty thought | 
fit to propoſe for a Peace,he would doit 
at the Congreſs at Nmzegren 5, for the 
number and variety of Pretenſions and 
Intereſts were growa fo great, by all the 
Parties now engag? in a War , that it 
could not be done 1n any other place; | 
and for his part, hecould never conſent * 
to any Treaty ſeparate from his Allies. 
That he believ'd they would be reaſona- 
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ble 3 and if France would be (> too, the 
Peace might be made; if not, perhaps 
another Campania might bring them to 
reaſon3 and that this might have done 
it, if ſome differences between bim and 


' the Spaniards, in the Aftions propos'd, 


had not hinder'd the ſucceſſes they hop'd 
for in Flanders,and if Montecucul”simpa- 
tience to be at Vienna, and paſs the 
Winter there upon the FaCtions ſtirring 
at Court, had not made him repaſs the 
Rhine, and take his Winter-quarters jn 
the Circles of the Empire there 3 becauſe 
if he had done it in Alſace, he doubted 


© his preſence with the Army might be 


thought neceſſary. 
After this Conference, and no return 
from His Majeſty to the account I gaye 


- himofit, the Diſcourſe ceas'd of Pri- 
* vate Meaſures to be agreed to between 
© His Majeſty and the Prince and States, 


for promoting a Peace; and all thoughts 
began now to turn upon forming the 
Congreſs at N:megner. 

I had another teſtimony given me 
of the firmneſs I had always founJ- in 
the Prince upon the ſubject of the Peace, 
by what one of the Goanif Miniſters 
told me had lately paſs'd between him 


204- and the Duke oft Villa Hermoſa, His 
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Highneſs had along pretence depending 
at Madrid, for about Two hundred 
thouſand pounds owing to his Fawily 
from that Crown ſince the Peace of 
Munſter. It had ever been delay'd tho 
never refugd ; an Agent from the Prince 
had of late very much preſs'd the Queen 
Regent of Spairz upon this Subje&, and 
with much adohad obtain'd an Order 
for Fifty thouſand pounds , and Bills 
were put into his hands by the Miniſters 
there, which when they arriv'd in Flan. 
ders, 1nſtead of being pay*d, they were 
Proteſted. The Duke Villa Hermoſa 
was ſo aſham'd of this Treatment, that 
he ſent a perſon purpolcly to excuſe it 
to the Prince, and atlure him the taul: 
was not in the Queen nor Miniſters, but 
only in the choice of hands by whichit 
was tranſmitted, and deſir'd his High- 
neſs would not take it ill of the Queen, 
The Prince antwer?d, No, not at all; 
on Yother (ide I have rcaſfon to take it 
well of the Queen, for if the did not 
think me the honeſteſt Man in the 
World, ſhe would not uſe me ſo; how: 
ever, nothing of this kind thall hinder 
me from doing what I owe to my Al- 
lies, or to my Honour, 
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Notwithſtanding all I had written 
from 'the Prince ro His Majeſty upon 
this Subje@, yet my Lord Arlington, up» 
on prerended intelligence from his Rela- 
tions in Holland,cndeavour'd to perſuade 
bim that 'he knew not the Prince's mind 
for want of ſome body that had more 
credit with him than I had 3 and at the 
ſame time he purſu'd the Prince by Let- 
ters, to deſire the King to ſend over ſome 
ſuch perſon as he might treat with in 
the laſt confidence upon all matters be- 
tween them. The Prince ſhow'd me 
his Letters, and bid me aſſure the King 
and my Lord Treaſurer, that he could 
ſay no- more than he had done to me, 
and would not ſay ſo much to any other 
Man, However my Lord Arlingtox up- 
on the former ſuggeſtions, prevail'd 
with the King to ſend over Sir Gabriel 
Syloins inftrufted, to know the bottom 
of the Prince's Mind upon the Subje& of 
the Peace, betore the Campania began 
He acquainted the Prince with this re- 
ſolution, and that he was a perſon they 
knew His Highneſs would truſt 3 The 
Prince ſhewed me this Letter too, and 
ſaid, He knew not what he meant ; thar 
Lord Arlington knew as well as any Van 
how far he truſted both Sir Gabriel Sylz3- 
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us and mez* This good ufage ended all 
Correſpondence between Lord Arlington 
and me, which had laſted by Letters to 
this ime, tho' coldly fince. ,my being 
laſt in Exzeland : But upon Sir Gabriel 
Sylvins coming to the Hague m Jannarg 
and my preparation to go for Nimegnen, 
I ended that ſcent, having not learn'd 
enough of the Age, nor the Court | 
livd in, to act an unſincere part either 
in Friendſhip, or in Love. 

When Sir Gabriel came to the Hagar, 
he paſs'd for a wan of ſome great in- 
trigue, was perpetually at Court, or 1 
Converſation and Viſits with the perſons 
near the Prince,or moſt imploy'd 1n the 
State; but he and Lord Arlington were 
ſoon fatisfied to how good purpole he 
came over; for the Prince, who 18 the 
finccreſ{t man in the World, hating all 
tricks, and thoſe that uſc them, gave 
him no mark of the leaſt confidence 
while heſtayed, and fent him away with 
a very plain one of the contrary, by 
trufting another hand with all he writ of 
contequence into England, before he 
went into the Field. The truth is, the 
Prince took this Journey of his to have 
been defign”d by my Lord Arlington, 
both out of ſpight to me, and to give 

jea- 
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jeatouſies to the Confederates, by the 
ſufpicion of ſomething in agitation be- 
tween ' the. King and' the Prince, that [ 
was'not thought fit to be truſted with 
and indeed ſeveral of their Miniſters at 
the Hague -were apt to fall into ſuch ſar- 
miſes: But Monſieur de Lyra, a Spariffy 
Miniſter, -a-perſon much credited in his 
own Court, ana much in the Prince's 
Confidence, was ever firm in the belief 
of His Higneſſes Honour and Conſtan- 
cy) which he usgd to fay his' Maſter 
truſted to, more than to any Treaties ) 
and 4o help'd to prevent fuch impref- 
In the meantime, all motions nece{- 
fary ' towards forming the Congreſs at 
Nimeguen began to be made by the feve-' 
ral Parnes,' and gave appearances of the 
Ampaſladors meeting - ſuddenly there. 
The great obſtruction hitherto had been 
the point. of Prince William of Furſten- 
burgh's Liberty,which #rarce had ſo abſo. 
lately inſiſted on before-they fent their 
Ambaſladors,and the Emperor had been 
induced to-promiſe only upon conclufion 
of the Treaty: But ink 

tound out'to {alve the Honour of France 
pon this pornt, rather than the Treaty 
ſhould be hinder'd, which was at that 
| K 3 time 
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rue thought neec{ſary for their 'Afﬀairs 
The Biſhop of $trasburgh made ia formal 
requeſt to the Kingiot Frazce,- I hat no 
Private Intercſts, or Reſpedts of his-Bro- 
ther, might delay the Treaty ofa Peace 
which was of ſo much conſequence to 
all Chriſtendom ; and this Requeſt being 
at tais time caſlily receiv.d and granted, 
no further <ifficulty was;madeupon: this 

Point, \. 4 urali 
His Majeſty thergupon. inyied allithe 
Princes cancern'd; in:the War, -to-haſten 
away their Miniſters totheplace of Con- 
greſs, and acquainted them with his ha- 
ving order'd his own to repair immedi- 
ly thither ; and. having, {ame Months 
betore appojnted the Lord Berkley; ( the 
\mbaſlador ar Paris) Sir Willam Temple, 
and 9ir Lioucl Jenkings- His Ambaſladors, 
Vediators,. and Plenipotentiaries:for'the 
Treaty ok Nazzeguen 5 Sir Lionel was ac- 
cardungly :diſpatch'd . away, ;and:: arriv'd 
at, the Hagre towards the end, of: Jaunary 
1676, and brqught with hun: our '10- 
iiructions; for. that Ambally 3 'andafter 
{ome few days ſtay.at the e, went 
away tor, Nimegnez. But the Expedition 
of the Paiiports, from and to ajllthe Mi- 
miters qt 3he ſeverabPartics;haying)been 
for ſpme time waders my care;/and navy 
| : ol 
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of themcome to my hands, tho others 
were entangled (till in ſome difficulty or 
other , we both concluded it neceffary 
for me to continue at the Hage till this 
was diſpatch*d, whilſt Sir Lionel ſhould 
go upon the place of Congrefs, and by 
the preſence of a Mediator, invite the 
reſt to make more haſte than many of 
them ſeem'd diſpoſs d to at this time. 


135 


The French Ambaſſadors were alrea- . 


dy come to Charleville, where they 
ſtay'd for their Paſſports only to go on 
with their Journey; and upon Sir Lionef's 
arrival at the Hague, the Dutch Ambaſ(- 
ſadors came to us to acquaint us with 
the States Orders for their immediate 
repair to Nzmeguer, and for the Magi- 
ſtrates of that City ( which they now 
confider'd as a Neutral Town) to re- 
ceiveall Orders from us the Mediators, 
and particularly any we pleasd to give 
about our reception upon our arrival 
there, 

We told them His Majeſty's thoughts 
were upon the ſucceſſes of the Treaty, 
and that nothing could more obſtrudt it 
than the Ceremonies which uſed to at- 
tend thoſe Meetings 3 and therefore he 
order'd us to introduce as much as we 
could the method of all theAmbaſladors, 
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living there as much like private men, 
ascould conſiſt with the Honour of their 
Charatters; and to this end, that we 
ſhould make no publick Entries,and give 
thereby an example to thoſe that came 
after us. 
To avoid all pun&iliv's about the 
time of the ſeveral Partics diſpatching 
the Paſiports, it was agreed that al] 
ſhould be ſent to the Hague from the 
ſeveral Courts, and there ſhould be put 
into my hands, to the end, that when] 
found my ſelf polleſsd, I ſhould make - 
thediſtribution reciprocally to both Par: 
ries at the ſame time, Thoſe of France 
were early with me, but ſhort in ſome 
roints of thoſe from the Confederates; 
the chief whereof was the omiſſion of 
Liberty granted to the Ambaſladors to 
diſpatch Couriers to their. Maſters Courts 
upon Palipcyts of the reſpective Am- 
batladors, which was thought neceſlay 
tor the progreſs of the Treaty. Another 
was the omiſtion of Paſlports for the 
Duke of Lorair's Miniſters in the form 
vſual and expefted 5 for whereas the 
Crown of France had always treated the 
former Dukes of Loraiz with the Titles 
of Duke, and Appellations of Brother; 
thcir Paſſports now treated the new 


Duke 
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Duke only with Couſin, and Prince 
Charles of Lorain 3 the reſt were minute 
differences, or miſtakes of words, which 
are not worth the mention, and were ea- 
fily furmounted- Of all theſe His Majeſty 
had early notice,and imploy'd his Offices 
towards France for ſome months, with- 
out anſwer upon that of Loraiz, and with 
politive refuſal of inſerting the Clauſe 
for liberty of Paſſports; tho' Monſieur 
Van Beuningham (everal times during 
this pauſe writ to the States, That the 


| mo allur'd him(their Ambaſſador 
at 


ndon,) That there ſhould be no 

difhculty in the buſineſs of Loyair. 
About the beginning of February this 
year 1676. I receiv'd a Letter from Mon- 
lieur Poxpone, then Secretary for the 
Foreign Afﬀairs in Fravce, to tell me, 
That his Maſter having been acquainted 
from His Majeſty with the - difficulties 
occurr'd in forming the Congreſs, had 
order'd him to let me know his Reaſons 
upon them. As tothat of Couriers, That 
he thought it not fit to have his Coun- 
treys and Towns lie open to his Enemies 
Obſervations and Diſcoveries, upon pre- 
text of ſuch Counters frequent paſſage 3 
That ' the inconvenience would be the 
ame to the Confederates; and _ 

ask? 
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ask'd no more than he gave. As to the 
Point of Lorain, That his Maſter could | 
not give Paſiports with the ſtile of Duke, | 
which carried that of Brother, pretend. 
ing that Dutchy belong'd to His Moſt * 
Chriſtian Majeſty by the Treaty. in 166: 
between him and the laſt Duke. 

Not magy days after,[ receiv*d notice 
from $ecretary Williamſon, of the ſame | 
Account having been given . His Majeſty 
by Monſieur Rywvigny, with order to ac-: 
quaiat the States with it which I had 
not done upon Monſieur Powpont”*s Let- 
ter, as not thinking fit to make any pa 
ces in theſe matters without Orders from 
His Majeſty. The States and all their 
Allies were very much ſurpriz'd with 
this pretence of Lorain, which Franc 
had neyer betore advanc'd, or ſo much 
as megtion'd, either upon the ſeiſure of 
that Dutchy, or ſince that time. In the 
Accounts of it by their Miniſters in the 
ſeveral Courts of Chriſtendom, they had 
only profeſs'd to have found ſuch a ſe 
ſure neceſlary for preferving the Peace 
wherein Chriſtendom then was,. from the 
dangerous or uncertain. dufpoſitions of 
that preſent Duke, with whom His Moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty could take no certain 
Niealures, and his Enemies would bt 
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pracifing 3 but that it was without any 
intetition of yettihmg- any 'part of that 


> Dutchy otherwile'than for 'this end of 


preſerving the Peace of Chriſtendowe. All 


” this, with many more Circumſtances, 


Monſieur Serinchamps,the LorainEnvoy, 
alledged ' at 'the Conferences with the 
States and''Allies upon this occaſion; and 


- for the Treaty-of 1662. he ſeem'd to 


wonder it-ſhould ever be mention'd, as a 
thing wholly 119valid, and, as every body 
thought,” thereupon'long ſince forgotten; 
That- the laſt Duke had'no power to 
difpoſe of that Dutchy from his Nephew; 
becauſe if the Salique Law had place in 
Eordin, it was unahnable from the next 
Heirsmole/: if the Feminine Succeſſion, 
then thar Dake himſelf hall no Title ar 
al-to it,--- butit belong'd to the prefent 
Duke,” eveh-m the lite of 'his Uncle. Se- 
cohdly,” That it was invalid ; by the 
French non-pertormance of the only 
Condition on their fide, upon which the 
Old Duke pretended to have 'made it ; 
which was, That- the Princes of that Fa- 
mily ſhould be 'afſuin'd into the Rank of 
Princes of the Blood in France ; and that 
upon repiſtring that Treaty of 1662.in 
the Parliament of Paris, without that 
Chuſe, the Old Duke had declar'd it 


yoid 
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void within three weeks. after it 'wa 
made. Thirdly, Thata Treaty was conch 
ded the year atter, being, 1663. at Marat, | 
between the Moſt Chriſtian King and 
the ſaid Duke, by which he was to can. © 
tinye the pofie(lion of all-his Territories 
befides Marſal, in the famemanner as-he 
enjoy?d. them by the. Treaty of 1661, as 
he did till, the ſeiſfure of them by France 
in 1670. daring a profound Peace; and : 
with the Profeſſions. aboye-mentioned 
made by France to His Majeſty at that 
time (as Monlievr Serprehamps aver 
fed) as well as to the other Qourts gf 
Chriſtendom, ws ls 11 1659 
Theſe Arguments were .of ſuch force 
with. all the Confederates, :that they 
were unanimous and; firm 1 poſitively 
inſiſting upon thePaſIportsof that Duke; 
with the uſual forms; ' and the mare, 
Gnce. France had advanc'd a pretence 40 
that Dutchy, which was never thought 
of beforeamong the Allies. The. Auſtrian 
Miniſters. told me frankly, That the 
Treaty ſhould never be. without this al- 
lawance of the Duke of Lorain's Title, 
nor the Peace without his Reſtitution, 
The States ſaid, They for their parts 
would willingly refer uhis.,;-and any: 
o;her matters concerning the Treaty, to 
15 


MMEtO1K Ss. 


Bis Majeſty's arbitration 3 but that they 


were bound already by other Treanes 
to their Allies 3 and particularly, to the 
Duke of Lorain, and could not break 


' fromthem upona Point of ſuch apparent 


Right as this.” T he Prince ſpoke the ſame 
Language 3 and faid further, That he 
was bound by Ins Oath of Stadtholder, 
among other things to endeavour to the 
utmoſt of his power to keep the States 
tothe due obſervance of their Treaties 3 
and ſo, by the Grace of God, he would 
do in This as well as in Others. 

All this being fignified to His Majeſty, 
and by him to Fraxce, that Court con- 
tinued peremptory in the matters and the 
Allies perſiſting in the ſame diſpoſition, 
the Congreſs began to be look*'d upon 
from all {1des as a thing ended before it 
began. The Allies took this pretence for 
a Declaration from France of their reſo- 
lution there ſhould be no Treaty at pre- 
ſent, and grounded it upon ſome great 
expectation or deſign they had upon 
further progreſles in Sicily, or new ones 
in Naples, or elle from hopes of bring- 
ing in the Poles to the afliſtance of 


Sweden. 


But the truth was, That France bad 
been forc'd to diſcover upon this Inci- 
dent 
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dent what they had; always at heart; 
and I ever obſerved, in. the courſe of all © 
theſe- Negotiations, that, there were 
three Points for which. France though © 
thee War worth continying to the laſt 
extremity, which were, |Rather thanrt ' 
ſtore Lorain or Burgundy,or leavea goo 
Frontier on , both ſides of the Sparif 
Territories in Flaxders.., The laſt would | 
hinder the . progres . of: their great -De- |! 
ſign, whether of extending their Em: ' 
pire only to the Rhzne, »or beyond 'it: | 
The two firſt would hinder their -Con- © 
veſt of Flanders, whenever they pur. © 
u'd the fniſhing of that Adventure, by © 
leaving a paſlage for the Germans to re: 
lieve it, and by ſo great and dangerous 
a diverfion as entring France through 
Lorain or Burgundy. q 
His Majeſty molt certainly diſappro- ' 
ved, and was ſurprizd-with this pre- | 
tence of Frawce to the Dutchy of Le | 
rain , but yet was prevaild with by 
Monſieur Ruvigny to offer the expedient 
of His Majeſty as Mediator, giving all 
Paſlports neceſſary to the Congrels at | 


Nimeguer. Monſieur Var Benningham in | 


this matter a&ed the part rather of a | 
Burgomaſier of Amſterdam, than an Am 
baſſador of the States, and to make; 

court 
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court to that Fown, who: began to ex- 


| preſs great impatience for the Peace, he 


aſſur d His Majcfty, That his Maſters 


* could not fail. of conſenting to this expe- 
' dient. TI foreſaw tt would be refugd, 


and gave His Majeſty notice of it be- 
fore | propos it to the States, as think- 
ing His Honour and: that ob the Media- 
tion concern'd in ſuch a refuſal ; but re- 
ceiving direct Orders to propoſe it, I did 
ſo. The States told me, They would of 
themſelves conſent to this, or whatever 
elſe His Majeſty ſhould propoſe; but ha- 
ving communicated it to their Allies, 
they would not hear of it 3 tome refufmg 
it with keat,and reflecting upon His Ma- 


jelty*s partiality tro France 3, others with 


' fullenneſs and filence, referring them- 
- ſelves tonew Orders from their Maſters. 


Hereupon the Congrefs grew wholly 


= deſperate, and all Parties prepar*]l for 
- the Field, without any gther View for 


the three months following the firſt riſe 
of this Pretenſion. In the mean time, 


- there paſs'd a Fight between the French 
> and Dutch, and Spaniſh Ships near Meſ- 
© fing, wherein De Ruyter was ſhot in the 
* Heel by a Cannon-bullet, of which he 


died within few days after, and determi- 


- ned the greateſt loſs to have certainly 


hap- 
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happer'd on that fide, by that of the a. 
bleſt Sea Captain of his Age, and. the 

beft Servant that any Prince or State | 
could have : For the reſt, the Advan- 
tage was not conſiderable of either part 
in this Fight, nor the conſequence mate. 
rial in the progreſs of the French Arms in 
Scicily, or in any proſpedt of great En- 
terpriſes upon Naples. On the other ſide, 
the Swediſh Afﬀairs went very ill in Po- 
merania, and were threatned with greas 
Invaſions the following Campagn, both 
from Denmark and Brandenbureh. This 

decry*'d the Councels of thoſe perſons ' 
that engag'd them in this Quarrel. Two 
Ambaſladors, Count Oxerſterz and Oli- 
vacrown, were appointed for the Treaty 
at Nimeguen, who had been ever of con- 
trary Sentiments of Faction, which now 
began to prevail in the Swediſh Court: 
They grew impatient for a Peace, and 
for the Treaty in order to it : They de- 
clar'd theirdiſapproval of the French Pre: 
tenſ1on rais'd to Lorain,which ſeem'd on- 
ly toobſtrut it; and hat they would ſend 
their Miniſters to the Congreſs, whether 
the Frenchcame or no : and their Com- 
miſlary at the Hague fo well ſeconded 
® theſe new diſpoſitions of his Court, that 
whilſt the Congres look'd deſparate by 
the 
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the declard obſtinacy of both fides upon 
the Point of Lorair, Ships and Paſtports 
were diſpacth'd by the States, with con- 
ſent of their Allies, to fetch the Swediſh 
Ambaſſador from Gottenburgh into-Hol- 
land. 

The Confederates were befides, mich 
animated zn their hopes, from the diſpoli. 
tions and humours expreſs'd in alate'Seſ- 
fion of Parliament inErgland,whichgrew 
ſohigh againſt theFrench,or at leaſt-wpon 
that pretence, againſt the preſcnt-Con- 
duct of His Majeſty or His Miniſters,that 
the King Prorogu'd them about ' Chrift- 
mas, betore any of the matters projected 
by the warm Men among(t the Houle of 
Commons, were brought into form,” 

The French were upon their march 
into Flanders, and that King at the 
Head of a great and brave Army,threat- 
ning ſome great Enterprize. The Prince 
was preparing to go away into: the 
Field, with reſolution and hopes of ha- 
ving the honour of a Battel at the open- 
ing of the Campania ;; all thoughts ofithe 
Congreſs meeting before the end of it, 
were laid afide, when about the middle 
ot May I was extreamly ſurpriz'd to-re- 
ceive a Pacquet trom Secretary William: 
Jon, with the French Paſiports for the 

L Dake 
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Duke, of Lordin's Miniſters, it:ake Form, | 
and With the Sty les demanded bycalc A}. | 
hes, . And herewpon: all difffcutries being | 
Temgv'd, the: Pailparts were exchang!\ | 
by'the: end of Mey. 
Some days were loſt by a new demand | 
,of the Alhes for// Patports Ikkewiſe for | 
the; Duke: of Neabrg/?s Mimiſters,: who 
was gewyly centred: mto the common Al. 
hence, -and the farne paces were expett- | 
wiſe from the Duke of Pavaria; | 
-A:lealt fo the Germans flatter'd: them. | 
K&tves or their Ftieads.) Upon'rhis, ſome | 
F: the Miniſters of the - Afligs at the | 
+ Whoſe Maſters were very unwil | 
Ang; the Congretarhould begin before 
the;Catmpania toded; prevaird.wirh the | 
Srazes bo fend Depuries to ma, to de-) 
Jmand Pallports for the Duke-of New 
hurgh, and any arhtt Princes;thar ſhould! 
enerinothygr Alhance; and toideclare,! 
That if theſe were: refs by: France, 
they, would lagk:.upon. whabr had been 
alczady granted, as vol. 
+ hwas fomerhing warty: at fo unex- 
prſted a Metlage-:trom the Statesz and! 
$@ld;their Peputics, Thar ſich'a Reſolw! 
12, way-unpradticable 3 That his Maje | 
ſty. had undertaken:to procure Paſlports * 
for the Parties: engag'd in the War, and 
* all 
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oy all the Allies they had nam'd on botly 
re | fides, which: was done, and thereupon” 
gil the Congreſs ready to begin; and ſucha 
delay as this would occaſion, was both a 
ul lielpeR to his Majeſty, and that could 
for not be conſented by Fraxre, nor the 
vho . Reciprocal of it by any of the Allies 
Al. that foreſaw the Conſequences which 
yo 5 might happen upon it 3 That ſome Ally 
= of France might tall of zo the Confede- 
em. * rates, or ſome of the Confederates to 
me. France, and with ſuch Circumſtances, as 
the © itcould not be expected either of them 
wil © ſhould think fit ro give Paſiports,or treat 
fore. with them at the Congrels ; nor wasIt a 
1the | thing in any form, to,demand Paſſports, 
de- > without naming for whom they ſhould 
New be. .. After ſeveral other exceptions, the 
ould ' Deputies deſir'd me to let them repre- 
ial ſent my reaſons againl(t it, to the States, 
znce, and to expect their Anſwer till the next 
been. afternoon 3 and one of them told me ay 
he went Qut,: that I had all the reaton in 
nex- . the world, and that they had been. too 
and © cafie in ir upon the inſtances of ſome'Al; 
ſol hes. Next day the Deputies came to leg 
haje- | me knovw, the States had alter'd their re- 
port | folution, and defir'd only,. ThatHis Ma-. 
and ; {ty would procure Paſiports tor 
all © ' Duke of Nienbureh's Viniters, which 
L 2 calily 


145 MEzmons 5s, 


eaſily undertook. This Change had nat 
paſ'd without violent heats between 
the States Deputies and the Miniſters of 
ſome Allies, who ' preſs d them fo far, 
as one of the Deputies anſwer'd him, 
What do you intend of pretendez, wous done ' 
then, Sirs, to make us be Meſſzenrs, de nous faire, daſ. 
- Hes by th® chirer par la Canaille? Which 
: ſhows the diſpoſition © that 
run ſo generally atthis time throughout 
the Trading Provinces towards a Peace, 
There remain'd now but one -Prelimi. 

nary undetermined, which was, To fir 
ſome extent of Neutral Country about 
the Place of Congreſs: France would have 
extended it two leagues round the Al- 
hes would haveit bounded of one (ide by 
the River of theWaal, upon which N: 
meguen ſtood, and was divided by it 
from the Betow, a part of the Province 

, of Holland, and through which lay the! 
ſtraight Road into the reſt of that Coun- 
try. Both theſe Propoſals were ground- 
ed upon the ſamereaſon: That of France, 
to facihtate the Commerce of their Am- 
baſſadors with the Towns of Holland, 
mecite the deſires, and enter mto Pract 
ces of Peace diſtin from the motions 
of the Congreſs 3 That ofthe Alhes, to 
prevent or cncumber the too eafie and 
Wer undiſco- 
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undiſcover'd paſſage of the French Emif. 


faries upon this occaſion. However, 
both were poſitive in their Opinions z 
ſo as this matter came not to be deter- 
mind till ſome time after the Congreſs 
began, and but lamely then. 
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CHAP. 11. 


T*HE Pritice was now ready to go 
into the Field, and told me, That 
before he went, he muſt have ſome talk 
with me in private. and at leiſure; and, 
to that purpoſe,defir'd it might be in the 
Garden of Hour/icrdyhe. We appointed 
the hour, and met accordingly. He told 
me, I would eaſily believe, that being 
the only Son that was left ofhis Family, 
he was often preſ?d by his Friends to 
think of marrying, and had many per- 
ſons propos'd tohim, as their ſeveral hu- 
mours led them, That, for his own part, 
he knew it was a thing to be done at 
one time or other 3;but that he had hi- 
therto excus'd the thoughts of it, other- 
wiſe than in genera], till the War was 
ended. That, befides his own Friends, 
the Deputies of the States begun to 
preſs him more earneſtly every day, and _ 
the more, as they ſaw the War like to 
continue ; and perhaps they had more 
reafon to do it than any others, That he 
had at Jaſt promisd them he v/ould think 
of it more ſeriouſly and particularly; 
and ſo he had, and refolv'd he would 


marry 
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uti h ; bur the choice of a perſun he 
thought more difficult, That he found 
himſe #3 inclin*d to no Propoſals had heen 
made him out of Fraxce or Germany, nor 
indeed to any that had been mention'd 
upon this occaſion by any of his Friends, 
but that of Enzland. That before : he 
concluded to make any paces that Way, 
he was refolv'd to have my Opinion 

on two Points; but yet would not ak, 

unleſs, I promis'd - to anſwer him as a 
Friend, or at leaſt an indifferent Perſon, 

and not as the King's Ambaſſador. When 
] cold him he ſhould be obey'd, he went 
on, and'ſaid, That he would conſels to 
me, during the late War, neither the 
States, nor He in particular, were with- 
out appelations made-them from fcveral 
Perſons, and conſiderable, in Exgland, 
who would fain have engag'd them to 
Head the Diſconts that were raisd 
by the Condutt of the Court in that 
waole Var, winch he knew was begug 


| and carried on quite contrary to the hus 


mour of the Nation, and might, per- 
haps, have prov'd very dangerous to the 
Crown, if it had not ended as--it did. 
That all theſe perſons who pretended to 
be much his Friends, were extreamly 3- 
guaſt any thoughrs of his marrying in 
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England. Their Reaſons were, That he 
would by it loſe all the Eſtcem and In- 
tereſt he had there, and be believed to 
haverun wholly into the diſpoſitions and 
deſigns of the Court, which were gene- 
rally thought ſo different trom thole of 
the Nation, eſpecially upon the Point of 
Relipion, that his Friends there did not 
believe the Government could be lon 
without fome great Diſturbance, unle? | 
they chang'd their meaſures, which was | 
not eſtcem'd very likely to be done: 
and upon this he deſir'd my thoughts as 
a Friend. The next was upon the Perſon 3 
and Diſpoſiti tions of the Young Lady;| | 
for tho it would not paſs in the World, 
for a Prince to ſeem concern'd in tho _ | 
particulars; yet for himſclt.he would tell 
me, without any fort of aftc&ation, that 
he was ſo, and 1n ſuch adegree, that no 
Circumſtances of Fortune or Intereſt 
wquld cngage him, without thoſe of the 
Perfon, efpecially thoſe of Humqur and | 
Diſpoſitions. That Fe might, perhaps, 
de not very caſje for a Wite to live with; 
he was ſure he ſhould not toſuch Wives 
as Were enerally in the Courts of this 
Age.” That if he ! acid meet with ole 
to give him trouble at home, 'rwas what | 
he ſhotld not be able to bear, who i 
—_ bike 


—_—u ww 


-v grge 9 
, 


wy G05 Oo 9 CTY Gy v3 T 


—_ 
Ld 


——— — —— 


= OTd*- wh ws 


S ew 


—_ 


_—_ 
> 


ſi 


LMI 


MEMONI1R Ss. 


like to have enough abroad in the courſe 
of his Life and that after the manner 
he wasreſolv'd to live with a Wife, which 
ſhould be the beſt he could, He would 
have one that he thought likely to live 
well with him, which he thought chief- 
ly depended upon their Diſpoſition and 
Education 3 and if Iknew any thing par- 
ticular of the Lady Mary in theſe points, 
he deſir'd me to tell him freely. 

I anſwer'd his Highneſs, That I was 
very glad to find he wasreſolv'd to Mar- 
ry, being what he owed his Family and 
Friendsz That I was much more pleas'd 
that his inclination led him to endea- 


vour it in Ezgland. ' That I thought it as. 


much for his intereſt, as others of his 
Exgliſh Friends thought it was againſt it. 
That the King and his Highneſs would 
ever be able to do one another more 
good, and more harm, than any other 
Princes could do either of them, by be- 
ing Friends or Enemies. That it was a 
great ſtep to be one. degree nearer the 
Crown, and in all appearance the next. 
That for his Friends (as they pretended ) 
in Exgland,. they muſt ſee much further 
than I did, . to believe the King in any 


ſuch dangers or difficulties as they ima- 


ind, Thatthe Crown of England ſtood 
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upon ſurer foundations than ever it had 
done in former ' times, and the more for 
what had paſy'd in the laſt Regm3: and 
thatTbcliev'd the people would be found 
better Subjects than perhaps the King 
himfelf believ'd them. That it was, 
however in his power to be as well with 
thery as hepleay?d, and to make as ſhort 


tarns-to ſuch an end ; if not, yet with | 


the helpof a little good husDandry, he ! 


might paſs his Retgn in Peace, tho not 
perhaps with ſo much eaſe at home, or 
glory abroad, as If he fell into the vein 
of tits people. That if the Court were 
of ſentiments different from thoſe of His 
Highneſs, yet his Adviſers would make 
hin & greater Compliment, im beheving 
him' as ttkely to induce'the Court to his, 
as1h'concluding they would bring him 
to theirs; and if that fhonld happen, 
the moſt ſeditions men in Exgland would 


behard put to it to find an ill fidein fach 


a'Match. That for the other- point, 1 
could ſay -nothing to it, but that T had 
always heard my Wife and my Siſter 
ſpeak with all the advantage-that copld 


be of what they could difcern-jn a-Prin- | 
cefs'ſo young, and* more from whit they | 
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had been-told by the Governeſs with | © 


whom they had'a particular friendſhip, 
and 
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and who they were ſure took all the care 
that could be.in ſo much of Education as 
fell to her ſhare. 

After two hours diſcourſe upon this 
Subje&, the Prince concluded he.would 
enter upon this purſuit; and in order to 
it, would write both tothe King and the 
Duke to beg their favour to him. 1n K, 
and their leave, that he might go over 


- into Exgland atthe end of the Campaniaz 
' That my Wife, who was then going over 


upon my private-. Aﬀairs, ſhould carry 
and deliver both his Letters ; and du- 
nog her ſtay there, ſhould endeavour ,to 
intorm her ſelf the moſt particularly ſhe 


\ could, of all that concern'd the , Perſon, 


Humour, and Diſpoſitions of the young 


- Princeſs, in which he ſeemed ſo much 
- concern'd. 
- Within two or three days after theſe 


diſcourſes, the Prince brought his Let- 
ters to my Wite, and went immediately 
to the Army, and ſhe went ſuddenly at- 
ter into England with thoſe Diſpatches, 
and left me preparing for my. Journey 
to Nzzyeguer, where the Dutch farſt, .and 
aftex-them the Freych Ambaſſagdgrs were- 


- arrived, and conſequently thoſe. of-the 
| tyq principal Parties 1n the War. .. 
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Before I went, Du Moulin met my 
Chaplain in the Forhazt, and told him, 
he was fo ill, that he knew he had no 
long to live, and that he conld not die 
in quiet,' without azking my pardon for 
ſo many falſe and injurious things as he 
confe{g?d to have ſaid of me ſince my laſt 
Ambaſly there, tho he had before 'had 
all the eſteem that could be for me. He 
deſir'd my Chaplamn, fince I had alway; 
refiis'd to fee him, that he would dothi 
Office for him, and ask my Pardon 
from a dying man. This Moulir, after 
having been much imploy'd and favourd 
by my Lord Arlirgtor,during the Coun. 
cels and Vogue of the Triple Alliance 
and difgrac'd by him after the change of 
of thoſe meaſures in England, went over 
into Holand, was entertain'd by the 
Prince as one of his Secretaries , © grey 
into great favour and confidence during 
the War,was made uſe of by the Diſcon- 
tents of England in their Applications at 
the Hagwe, was thought worth all my 
Lord Arlingtor's inſtances and endex 
vours when he was at the Hague, to re 
move htm from the Prince's Service. | 
receriv'd- afterwards Commands to the 
ſame purpoſe, and compaſsd it not with- 


out time and difficulty 3 he had not been 
| long 
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y | long laid aſide. when this happen*d 3 and 
m, | whether that, or the knowledge of the 
of | Princes late reſolution to purſue the 
lie | Match in England, help'd to break his 
or | heart, or whether it were a Conſumption, 
he | as his Friends gave out, I know not, but 
aſt} he died ſoon after, tind with him the In- 
al} triegues of that Party in England, that 
Hef had for ſome time imployed him, and 
ys bufied his Friendsin Holand. 

bs} After many delays in the Diſpatch, 
#} and exchange of the Paſiports, I got 
ter} looſe from the Hague about the begin- 
rd} ning of July 1676, upon my Journey to 
mf Nimeenen, where the French and Dutch 
&, | Ambaſſadorsbeingalready arriv'd.preſsd 
off very much for my coming, in regard Sir 
yer Lionel Jenkins excus'd bimſclt from per- 
the} forming any Ads or Offices of the Me- 
ev} ation, till my arrival, and contented 
mg himſelf to paſs only the uſual Viſits. 
on-F The diſpoſitions I obſerv'd in the ſeve- 
at} ral Parties towards the ſucceſs of this 
my} Congrets, when I went in order to. the 
ex opening of it, were very different and 
re-} very unlikely to draw it to any ſudden 
, If ifſve; butonly toattend and be Go- 
the} vern'd by the Sueceſſes of the ſeveral 
th-} Armies in the Field, and theevents cx- 
een} pected from the Actions of the Campa- 
"ng nia, 
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nil.” The French had given all the faci. 
tity they could for ſorge munths paſt to 
the fotrhing of the Congreſs, and made 
alf the haſte they could for their Am- 
baſſafors to be upon the place, deſiring 
no better Pcace than upon the. preſent 
Plz of Afﬀairs 5 and; hoping by their 
forwardnefs, and the great backward. 
nefs of ſome of the Allies, to make 
way for ſome ſcparate Treaties with 
thoſe among them xyho began to be in 
parieht for rhe Peace, The Houſe of Ar 


ftriz was (ullen, as loſers uſe to be, and 


{0 were very low and reſty in all ther 
paces* towards this. Treaty 3 The Ger: 
mars hoping, for great ſucceſſes of their 
Arriis in this Campania, and the Sp«- 
niards flittering themſelves with the In- 
teteſts His Majeſty bad.in the preſerva- 
tion. of. Flanders, and with the. part 
which the Partiament in Exgland. ſeen! 
of Jateto have taken in their Aﬀays, and 
both *: were in, hopes that ſomething 
might ariſe from one of theſe fides, to 
take room for Pretentions that could 
not bein countengnce as things ſtood at 
preſent. . The Suede was very carncft for 
a Peace, as having more hopes at. re- 
covering hamſelf that way, than by the 
courlc of a War. Biulak and Pram 
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dewburgh were violent for contInuing the 
Wir, finding the Srede/ weak, divided, 
and wnrelievable by France #tty other- 
wiſe than' with their Moneys,and hoping 
to drive them this Juzrrrer ou of Ger 
mavy. ' The States were very defi rowb6f 
the Peace, havidg' mo pretences bf their 
own, but to get wel ont of a War that 
ruin'd their Trade,and drau?d their 
ney, but they durſt not break frotr/their 
Cotifederates, not truſting Ergard' e- 
nough, nor France at alt, fo as to leave 
themſelves in a condition of depend 
vpont ' either of theri after the Pac 
fhould be made.” Ohe general Thread 
run through the Conneils on both fidts3 
on'the* Frenth, to break the confrdetive 
and win of the Confederacy by diff. 
rect -ipaces and advances to the feverdl 
Parties itthe courſe of rhe Freaty 3 on 
the' Confederates, ro preſerve the ſame 
confidence 2nd uitior with which - rfiey 
had\ carried on tHe' War, even aftet the 
Pace ſhould be made. His Majeſty, tho 
he was offer'd by fome of the PartiSS'to 
be Arbiter as well zs Mediator in the 
preſent differences, and was knbwn'by 
thentall to have m it his power to ifAke 
that figure as he ptras'd, yet choſe the: 
other, and gave us 'otders accordingly, 
only 
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only to perform the Offices of a bate 
Mediation, and to avoid the Parties ſub. 
mitting their differences to his determi. 
nation 3 ſo that upon the whole, /it was 
eaſie to forſee the Congreſs would only 
prove. a bulineſs of form, and' proceed 
no otherwiſe than .as it ſhould be moy, 
or. rather govern'd by the events of the 
Field. F : 
However the opening of -it might 
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well be call'd the dawn of a Peace; which 

put ;me in mind of the only Prophecy 

of this ſort that I had ever thought 

worth taking notice of z nor,{hou}d! 
have done fo, but that Monſieur 'Colbert F t 
ſhow'd it me at my coming to Nzmegnen, | L 
and made me remember to have-ſeenit | $ 
in my Lord Arlingtox's hands in the; year | » 
568, whotold me it was very old, and | p 
had been found in ſome Abby of Gerwe | te 
#y. It was in theſe} t! 


The Lily hall 'Invade the 
Land of the on, ; bearing wild 
Beaſts in its .Aums; the Eagle 
ſhall move its wings, and the 
Son of Man. ſhall, come to his 
aſſiſtance from the. South ; then 
there ſhall 'be great War 
throughout the World ; bur 
after four years, Peace ſhall 
ſhine forth, and the Son of 
man be deliver'd by thoſe from 
whom his ruine was expected. 


terms : Lilium intrabit | te 
in terram Leonis , fera | {| 
in_brachiis gerens, A} w 
quila movebit alas,, & | th 
in auxilinm veniet films | th 
hominis ab Auſtro, tum} &v 
erit ingens bellum- per | ba 
totum terrarunm orbem, | {ce 
ſed poſt quatuor ann: Þ| of 
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pax eluceſcet,& ſalus erit filio hominis unde 
exitium putabatur, Thoſe that have a 
mind to give credit to ſuch Prophecies 
from the courſe of events, muſt allow 
the Leopards (the Ancient Arms of 
Ergland) to be meant by Feras; the 
| King of Spain by filzzs hominis 3 the Con- 
& at Nimeguen (four years after the 
War began) by the Dawn of Peace ; and 
| Spain's having been fav'd by the States, 
or the Prince of Orange, by thoſe from 
whom their ruin was expected. But 
| eaſily believe, that as moſt Prophe- 
cies.that run the World, ariſe from 
the Contrivances of Crafty, or the 
Dreams of Enthuſiaſtical Heads ; and the 
Senſe of them (wherethere is any) lies 
wrapt up in myſtical or incoherent ex- 
preſſions, fit to receive many ſorts of in- 
terpretations 3 and ſome perhaps from 
the leiſure of great Wits that are ill en- 
tertain'd, and ſeek diverſion to them- 
klves, by writing things at random, 
with the ſcorntul thought of amuzing 
the World about nothing ; ſo others of 
them are broact?d for old, either after 
events happen, or when they are ſo pro- 
bable as to be eaſily conjetur'd by tore- 
keing men: And 1t ſeems ſtrange, that 
os | of the firſt kind (bcing ſo many) no 
MM more 
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more happen to be fulfilld with the help 
of ſo much inclination to credit, as well 
as ſo much invention to wreſt the mear- 
ing of words to the ſenſe pretended, 
But whether this I mention may not have 
been one of the laſt kind, is uncertain; 
for in that very year it wasproducd,and 
given my Lord Arlington by a French. 
man, as he told me, the deſign of thi; 
War was not only laying, but well ad. 
vanc'd by the Practices of Monſieur Co: 
bert, upon the Mmiſters of our Court, 
(where he was then Ambaſlador) and by 
the violent humour of my Lord Clifford 
to, enter the Leagues then projected by 
Frence ; ſo that the very day the Parlis 
ment gave His Majeſty a mighty ſumm of 
money to Compliment him upon ſo ap 
plauded a Councel and Succels as that 0 
the Tripple Alliance 1n the year 1668, 
That Lord, coming out of the Houſed 
Commons, where he was then a Men: 
ber, could not hold ſaying to a Friend 
mine who.came out with him, That for 
all this great joy, it muſt not be long be 
fore we have another War with Holla 
And which of theſe two Prophecs 
were the more to be conſlider'd, or tht 
better inſpir'd, 1 leave it to every ol 
fo gueſs as they: pleaſe, 

Nim: 
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Nimeguer is ſeated upon the fide of a 
Hill, which is the laſt of Germany, and 
ſtoops upon the River W oal, that waſh- 
es the lower part of the Town, and di- 
vides it from the Betow, an Ifland lying 
all upon flat low Ground, betwen the 
Woal and the old Rhine, which was the 
ancient Seat of thoſe the Romars call'd 
Batavians, and for their Bravery and 
love of Liberty, took into their Confe- 
deracy, when they ſubjected all the 
Neighbou ring parts of Gaul and Germany. 
Betow and Woal were the ancient German 
Names, andturn'd into Batavia and Vo- 
holis by the Roman terminations, as Coler 
and Cleve are Roman names chang'd into 
German. Betow ſignifies in the old Ger- 
man, fat Earth, as Velow, (a great Hea- 
thy Country on tother fide the Rhine) 
does courſe, or barren Earth. Whether 
Nimeguz came from Neomagum, or Neo- 
magurm from Nimeene, I cannot deter- 
mine, but the old Caſtle, as well as ma- 
ny Antiquities found about it, ſhow it 
to have been a Colony of the Roman, 
and it is ſeated in very good Air, en- 
compalſsd on three {ides by great and 
dry Heaths, is well built, and [nhabited 
by a good ſort of people. 
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I excus'd my ſelf from letting the Ma- 
giſtrates of Nimeguen know what time 
I delign'd my arrival there, tho they 
ſent to inform themſelves while I was 
upon the way; and I refvs'd any Cere- 
monies at Entry, to prevent that pre. 
tence in other Ambaſladors, and the 
troubles and ciſturbances ſuch Publick 
Receptions might occaſton. However 
I could not eſcape fome part of it, for 
which I had hike to have paid a great 
deal more than *cwas worth. The River 
of Ninmegnen 1s very rapid in the midſt 
of the Stream, which hes near the Town, 
and ſpreads very broad upon the other 
fide of the Betow,being upon flat grounds 
The firſt part of it 1s paſs'd by a very 
large Ferry: Boat,which held at once my 
two Coaches and {1x Horſcs, one Wag- 
gon with my Trunks, eight Saddle Hor- 
(es, and would have receiv d many more. 
This Boat 1s of a conttivance fo ſingu- 

bar, as well as ſo commoutous, that] 
have much wondred never to have fcc 
it practis'd in any other place; for the 
Force of the Stream d1ives the Boat crok 
the River without the leaſt pains of the 
men, being kept to its courſe by a ſtrong 
Cable extended from one (ide to the 0 
ther, and faſtcr' to a Pully ſet up for 
tha\ 
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. that purpoſe in the Boat; fo rhat no 
© ſtrels of weather hinders this paſlage, 
y and the harder the Stream runs, the 
1s ſooner 'tis made. Where the. River 
Ys grows ſhallow, and the Current ſhack 
d on the Betow fide, it 1s- ſupply?d by a 
e | Bridge of Planks for about two Hun- 
k | dred Pacesz which are ill kept, many 
cr looſe or ſhaking, and no defence on the 
Ir ſides. When my Coaches were upon 
at | this Bridge, the Cannon of the Town 
ct began to fire, and fo continued all the 
Iſt | while I was upon the River, which was 
n, apiece of Civility well underſtood, and 
«} my Horſes were ſo unruly with that 
ds | noiſe and the clatter of the Planks, that 
17 they were much likelier to have carried 
my meinto the River than the Boat. But 
9-F when with the help of my Servants on 
7T- Foot that le4 them, we got in there, 
re. | we were fafe as in a Houſe, ani got well 
MF away to the Town, where I Landed at 
il} Sir Lionel Jenkins's Houſe, and ſtayed 

my} there till late in the Evening, to a- 

the} void any Viſits or Ceremonies that 

ok | Night. 

the The next day I was viſited by the 

mg French Ambaſſadors, with Monſieur 

> 0f D' Avanxz paſgd little but what was 

for} common upon ſuch occaſions : but the 

ha\ M 3 \la- 
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Mareſchal D'Efirades, and Monſieur Col- 
bert being of my particular acquaintance 
in my former Ambaſlies at the Hagze 
and Aix la Chapelle, they pretended in 
their Grſt ſeparate Viſits, to enter with 
me upon Points and Terms of great Con- 
fidence, and npon matters that gave me 
light into the whole deſign of France,in- 
tented by the ſteps of this Treaty to 
which they had of late ſhow'd ſo great 
forwardneſs, at leaſt in the forming of 
this Congreſs and Glpuch of their Am- 
baſſadors,before thoſe of the Allies were 
in any motion, or perhaps diſpoſition 
towards it. They both told me, That 
they had Exprels and Private Orders 
from the King their Maſter, to make me 
pour Compliments upon the eſteem 
1s Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty had for my 
Perſon, and to make their Application 
wholly to me in the courſe of this Ne- 
otiation, tho one of the Mediators 
| ma from reſiding in their own Court; 
but taey knew very welll had the King 
my Maſters Confidence, as well as that 
of! his Miniſters; and that having had 
the framing. of this Congreſs from the 
firſt overtures, and through all the Pre- 
liminaries, there was n@ other hand but 
mine capable of finiſhing it 3 and there- 
for* 
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That I might reckon upon all the facili- 
ty their Maſter could give towards it; 
but after ſuch ſucceſſes in the War, and 
at the Head of ſo great Forces, both at 
Land and Sea, it could not be expected 


| he ſhould yield to reſtore what his Arms 


had Conquer'd. On tother fide, they 
knew very well, tho the States were 
bent upon the Peace, yet the froward- 
nels or extravagant demands of theit 
Allies, would engage them as Jong as 
they could in the War, unleſs the Prince 
of Orange would interpoſe his Authority, 
which was fo great with all the Allies, 
that they were ſure of their conſenting 
to whatever Terms the Prince ſhould be 
refolute tn propofing for the Peace : 
That to draw it therefore to a happy it- 
ſue, there was no way but for His High- 
neſs firſt to agree privately with France 
upon the Conditions, and what every 
Party ſhould content themſelves with 3 
and afterwards, in the courſe of the 
Treaty, to draw all things, by concert 
together, to the ſcope agreed between 
them; 1m which the' Prince might-make 
uſe of the known temper of the States 
to bring it toa ſuddenitfſue,and tomake 
#ſ{eparate Peace, in caſe the unreaſonable 

M 4 pre» 
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pretences of their Allies ſhould hinder 
or delay a general one. That this part 
was ated by the Ele&or of Bavarza at 
Munſter,who was inprivate concert with 
Francethrough the whole proceedings of 
that Treaty, tho he went on with the 
Allies in the Publick Tranſations ; That 
he ow?d the greatneſs of his Houſe to 
this Councel, and to the confideration 
and ſupport it had ever fince receiv'd 
from the Crown of France. That by 
purſuing the ſameat Nimegaer, it would 
be in the Prince of Orange's power to 
do theſame for himſelf and his Family; 
and that for what concern'd his own 
perſonal Intereſts and Advantages, their 
Maſter had given them power to aſſure 
him, He ſhould have the Carte Blanche, 
and draw his own Conditions upon it, 
That tho they had oithcr ways of making 
up this overture to the Prince, yet they 
had order to do it by none but me, if 
would charge my ſelf with it 3 That 
they knew the Credit and Confidencel 
wag 1h with the Prince, and how far he 
would defer to my opinions in what con- 
cern'd the Publick Intereſts of his Allies 
as well as kis own ; And that if I would 
elpouſe this Aﬀair, beſides the Gloryof 
having alone given a Peace ra Chriſten: 
| | aom, 
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dom, I might reckon upon what I pleas'd 
my ſelf from the bounty and generofity 
of the King their Maſter. 

This was the ſum of what was faid 
by them both, tho in ſeveral and pri- 
vate Viſitsz but I obſerv'd Monſicur Col- 
bert to have been inſtructed with more 
particular Confidence, and to deſign it 
with me, even a part from both his Col- 
leagues and mine 1n the purſuit of this 
intelligence ; but Monſieur D' Eftrades 
valued himſelf chiefly upon his enrring 
into it with me preterable to all others, 
tho? he had ſeveral other ways of doing 
it with the Prince, as well as into what 
Praftices he ſhould think fir with the 
States, by the help of ſo many Friend- 
ſhips and Habitudes as I knew he had 
contracted in Holland during fo long a 
courſe of imployments there. 

I anſwer'd, That I was oblig'd to His 
Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty tor his good 
opinion, and to them for having given it 
him, not having my ſelf at all the Ho- 
nour of being known to him 3 That I 
ſhould make no ill uſe of this great Ho- 
nour and Confidence, whether 1 ſhould be 
able to make a gqad one or no: That 
for His Majeſty's diſpoſitions to pro- 
mote the Peace, they knew them as well 

a: 
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as I, but that many conliderations had 
engag'd him to inſtru& us the Mediators 
only to promote a general Peace, and 
not to enter into any paces towards any 
particular one, or ſeparate, between the 
Parnies, which ſuch a private and previ 
ous concert between Frerce and the 
Prince of Qraxge would look very hike; 
and therefore 1 did not fee how I could 
enter upon it without particular Orders 
from the King - That beſides, I would 
confets ta them, that I did not think 
it would be of any great effe&t if | 
ſhould receive them ; and that the beſt 
Service I could do them (the Ambaſla- 
dors) was to let them know very freely 
a!l thar I knew, or at leaft thought of 
the Prince of Oyawge, and his diſpolitiots 
m this great Affair, that they might the 
better gueſs what paces to expect from 
him; That F was ſure he defir'd the 
Peace as much as the States could: do; 
that the weak condutt of Spain, and di- 
{trated Councels of the Empire, was 
enovgh to: force him upon it, without 
many other circumſtances that were too 
well known to trouble ther with. Fhat 
the Prince knew very: vell: there would 
be no-difficulty at all wm the Terms of a 
Peace between France and: Holland, and 
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that all would ariſe from their Allies, 
whohad entred into the War only in their 
defencez That their Faith and Honour 
were ſince engaged by many Treaties 
concluded with them,and which kindred 
them from making any ſeparate Peace. 
That in all thoſe Treaties the Prince's 
Honour was more particularly engaged, 
upon which perſonally the ſeveral Princes 
Confederates were known to rely more 
than upon any Publick Reſolution, or 
Iſtruments of the States. That if any 
ways could be found, or offers made to- 
wards bringing his Highneſs out of this 
War, with the fafety of his Honour, by 
the ſatisfaGion of his Allies, upon any 
ſort of terms, I was ſure he would fall 
into them with all the Joy that could bez 
but to break from them againſt all Faith 
and Agreements by ſeparate meaſures, I 
believ?d he would never be induc'd, but 
by- the laſt extremitics of the War, or 
necelſities at home. And that tor his 
own Perſonal intereſts, was confident no 
advantages to beoffer*d-him, would ever 
be conſider d by his Highneſs, how great 
ſoever, but that two or three Towns, 
more or leſs to the Spaniards, for the 
ſtrength of their Frontier in Flanders, 
would prevail more with him than - 
coul, 
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could be done for his Intereſt in Orang 
or Burgundy; and that all other propofi 
tions of Advantages more than were 4. 
vow'd in the courſe of the Treaty, were 
I behiey?d, what he would take ill from 
any that ſhould make them 3 and ye 
whenever I faw him next, I would tel 
him of all that had paft im this. Conver 
fation. But for the deference they be. 
liev'd his Highneſs mrght have for ny 
Sentiments, F would aſſure them, my 
opinion was, hc had none for mine, 
any man's elſe, further than as their Ar. 
guments prevail'd upon his Judgment: 
That he had ſenſe enough to govern him- 
ſelf, and 1 believ'd he would always truſt 
to it, tho he might adviſe with other 
men. 

After theſe Converfations, during the 
time I ſtay'd at N:zmzegzen, Monſieur Cv 
bert made many ſmall attacks of thi 
kind upon me, and ſometimes contented 
himſelt only to let fall ſome things in 
Converſation, to try if I was difpos'd to 
center further upon that ſubje& : Butthe 
Mareſchal 4 Eſftrades immediately after 
began to turn his Battery another way, 
which was upon the Penfioner Fagel, by 
the intervention of a Perſon of Maſtricht, 
many of whoſe Letters the Penſioner 

ſhow'd 
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| ſhow'd me upon the ſame occaſion z and 
f. | with all the offers that could be made of 
2-1 Conſideration and Advantage to the in- 
re} tereſts of the Prince of Oranee, which 
m met with no other reception from his 
| Highneſs than what I forctold. 

el After the firſt Viſits between us and 
7. the Frenchand Datch Ambaſſadors,whom 
x-1 we only found at N7megner, we receiv'd 
mm} a Viſit from the Magiſtratesof the Town, 
mm who told us, They had order from the 
or} States, to remit the Government of the 
r-4 City to our diſpoſition, during the pre- 
t:4 ſent Treaty, and to proceed no other- 
n-| wiſein it, than according to ſuch Orders 
at} asthey ſhould receive from us the Medi- 
a} ators. Wetold them, It was his Maje- 
ſty's Pleaſure, that we ſhould not at all 
he intermeddle with it, bat that on the con- 
a. trary, we ſhould confign into the hands 
bis} ofthe ordinary Juſtice of the Town, a- 
ed] ny of our Domeſticks that ſhould be 
in} guilty of any Crime againſt the Peace 
to] or Government of the place 3 and that 
hel Juſtice ſhould be done upon them, ac- 
er cording to their Faultsz and that we 
y, ſhould not take upon us to withdraw 
by] or prote& them from the ordinary courſe 
bt, of Juſtice, by the Rights and Priviledges 
er | of that Charafter his Majeſty had given 
"4 Us, * Aftcr 
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After this, we applied our ſelves to 
propoſe ſome Regulations for the order 
and quiet of ſo numerous an Aſſembly 
as this was like to prove, ( in a Town 
but to ſtrait, and compos'd of narroy 
Streets) and to the eſtabliſhment of 
ſome compaſs of Neutral Countrey a 
bout it, for the convenience and diver. 
tiſement of the company that ſhould 
compoſe it. For the firſt, we gave ina 
Paper to the French and Dutch Ambaſſz- 
dors, with certain Articles,to which we 
deſir'd their conſent, not doubting,.but 
all others that ſhould come after, would 
caſily fall into what they ſhould previ 
ouſly agree to upon our deſire. wh 
were theſe, as we gave them in French, 
the Language uſed in all Conference, 
and moſt Papers that paſsd in that 
Treaty. 


r- That for avoiding 1, ye pour eviter les in- 
the inconveniencies that ' 
may happen by the great COnUVenitents qu pourront arri- 
number of Coaches in Ver par le grand nombre d: 


the Streers,that are ſo nar- . : hs 
s le roit! 
row, and the Comers: fo * 7s dans les rues  & 


incommodiouvs, the Am- &- entre des coins þ TNCOuMMO- 


bafſadors Mediators pro- Jes, Les Ambaſſaderrs Medi: 
poſe, Not to make any oF p 
Viſits, tho they be Viſits alures propoſent, Je ne fan 
of Ceremony, with mere [es wiſhts, meſme de Ceren 


J 
than Two Pages, and ,jo que ance charrm Ambaſſt 


acur 
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deur denye Pages, &- Quatre 
Lacquais, & un Caroſſe, a 
deux Chevanx , @& de n aller 
a aucune place de Conference, 
ou autres lienx publiques 
avec plus d'un Page & deux 
Lacquais a chaque Ambaſſa- 
deur. 

2. Yuen cas de rencontre 
de Caroſſes dans de lienx trop 
eſtroits pour le paſſage de I'un 
& de Fautre, chacun au licu de 
Sembaraſſer pour le pas y 
apportera toute ſorte de faci- 
lit, &* Sarreſtera le premier 
quant it ſera le premier averti 
que le paſſage eſt trop cſtroit, 
O- ſera place en cas que de ſon 
coſte cela ſe trouve de plus 
facile. 

3. We les Lancquais ne por- 
teroxt eſpee, biten ny baguette 
par les runes, ni les Pages plus 
que de bagutte ſel, 

4. ne les Ambaſſadenrs 
ſur ancune crime commis par 
anc de leur domeſtiques con- 
tre la paix publique, renonce- 
ront a la proteftion des dits 
domeſtiques, t les remettront 
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Four Lackeys to each 
Ambaſlador ; and to have 
but one Coach, with twe 
Horſes; and not 16 
to the Place cf 

rence, or other publick 
places, with more than 
one Page and wo Lackeys 
to every Ambaſladar. 


2. That when Coaches 
meer in theſe narrow plz- 
ces, where there is not 
rcom to paſs by one ano- 
cher, every one, inſtead 
of contending tor Place 
or Precedency, fhallrmmed 
rather to make rhe paf- 
ſage caſje ro one another, 
and ſtop the firſt, if he 
have the firſt notice that 
the paſs 1s too ſtreghr, 
and alſo give place ro the 
other, if it be more cafily 
done on his fide, than cn 
the other fide. 


3- Thar no Lacker, 
ſhall carry either (ward, 
ſtaff, or ſtickin the ſtreers ; 
nor Pages-any more than 
a little ſtick, 


4. That the Ambaa- 
dors, upon any Crane 
committed againſt the 
publick Peace, by any cf 
their Domeſticks, ſhall. 
renounce all Protection of 
the ſaid Domeſticks, 2nd 
deliver them up into the 


aulſu 
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hands of the Juſtice of the 
City deſiring, and aurho- 
rizing them ro proceed 
aquink chem according 
to their ordinary rules, 


$g- That in caſe any in- 
ſulr or quarrel ſhould be 
made by the Domeſticks 
of one Ambaſſador, with 
thoſe of another Ambaſ- 
ſador, or any other pub- 
lick Miniſter, the Am»al- 
ſadors will deliver up ſuch 
of their Domeſticks into 
the hands of the Maſter 
of the Party offended, ro 
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auſſi toſt entre les mains de |, 
Faſtice de la ville, la priants 
& antoriſans de proceder con. 
tre enx ſelon les regles ordi- 
naries. 

5» Lu en cas de qulque 
inſulte ou querelle faite par 
aucun de leurs domeſtiques 
contre ceux d aucun autre Am. 
baſſadewr ou Miniſtre Pub. 
lique, Les Ambaſſadeurs re- 
mettront tels domeſtiques en- 


tre les mains du Maiſtre de 


be puniſht at his diſcre- 


tion. la Partie offenste pour eſire 


puni ſelon ſa diſcretion. 


| 

| 
The French Ambaſſadors receiv'd this | | 
Paper with much Approbation and Com: | | 
pliment to us, upon the deſign and con- | 1 
ception of it, and faid they were ready | . 
to give their full conſent to every part of | | 
It, excepting only the ſecond Article ; | 
but upon this they could not, without | 
firſt acquainting their Viaſter, trom | c 
whom they had orders to maintain up- | | 
on all occaſions, the Rank that Spairhad | v 
vielded to them by Treaty 3 fo that they | | 
could not [top or make way for the Mi- | 
niſters of that Crown, tho they would FT 
do it tor thote of Pr 2 :c:brreb, Wetold FA 
them 
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them, we doubted not but the Emperor's 
Ambaſladors would be content to fall 
into the General Rule for ſo good an 
end ; and that for our ſelves, the Media- 
tors, who were out of all Competition by 
that Quality, yet we refolv'd to practice 

it with the reſt, and give the Example. 
The Frexch Ambaſladors ſeem'd fatis- 
fed in their own Opinions z but how- 
ever, defird they might firſt communt- 
cate it to their Court. The Dutch Am- 
baſladors wholly approv'dit,and reſolv'd 
to conform their practice accordingly, 
unleſs they found other Ambaſladors, 
ſhould decline it. However, about a 
tortnightafter, the French Amballadors, 
upon Diſpatiches from their Court, be- 
gan to change their Languagez and told 
us, That for the firſt Article, Monſieur 
Powpone thought it not neceſlary to re- 
{tram the Numbers of Ambaſladors 
Trains, fince they were well provided 
againſt Diſorders by the tollowing Arti- 
cles. Befides that this would in a manner 
level the Amballadors of greateſt Kings 
with the Viunnſters ot ſmaller Princes, at 
leaſt in the eyes of the 7-4 perple, who 
meaſure the Dignity of perſons by the 
Train that attend them. For the ſecond 
Article, they conſcated to it, with an 
Apoltyle 


co 
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Apoſtyle of their own upon it,providing 
that it ſhould not prejudice the Rights 
of any Princes, nor ever be drawn into 
conſequence 1n any other place or time, 
We found by theſe anſwers, that the 
French Ambaſladors had leſs Vanity than 
their Court, and wondred to find it 6 
avowed, and to deſcend to Circumſtan. 
ces ſo low and ſo minute; for tho! Vaniy 
be a weakneſs, or a fault that the fewe(t 
men are without, yet it is that of al 
others that the feweſt will own; and fey 
private men, tho' perhaps affected with 
the Gazes and Opinion of the Rabbl: 
that fill the Streets as they paſs, will yet 
pretend or confels to confider them. Hoy: 
ever we thought beſt ro let it pals; and 
the rather, becauſe we knew 1t was n0 
more the ſenſe of the French Ambalſlz 
dors, than Oursz for which they hal 
one more particular Reaſon, which ws 
The noiſe that run of the Magnificen 
Preparations and Equipage deſigr?d by 
the Marqueeſs de Balbaces and Count Ar 
togne towards their appearance in thi 
Congreſs : the firſt whereof was one d 
the richeſt Subjects of Spairr, Heir and 
Deſeendant of the famous Spinola ; and 
the Other had great Revenues from the 
Duke of Oldenbureh (being his Natural 

Son) 
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Son,) and was choſen by Denmark, on 
purpoſe to appear with Luſtre in this 
Ambaſlage - and the French Ambaſſadors 
apprehended either being out-ſhined by 
theſe at their arrival, or being engag'd 
in greater Expences upon the Vye than 
they expected from their Court, which 
uſually leaves thoſe kind of Services to 
future Rewards, by ſucceeding Employ- 
ments and Advances, rather than preſent 
Supplies. When we receivd this anſwer 
from them, weonly ſaid Monſicur Poxr- 
poxe's reaſoning from the wear penple, 
ſeem'd a little below the Greatneſs of 
bis Maſter, or the Style of a Great Vi- 
niſter 3 but that we ſhould acquaint the 
Dutch Ambaſladors with 1t, that they 
might be at liberty to retract the con- 
ſent they had already given, fince they, 
the French, ſeem'd to have done ſo: but 
that, for our ſelves, we would obſerve at 
leaſt the Rules we had propos'd toothers, 


| and let them follow <ither the Rules or 


Examples as they pleas'd. The French 
would by no means allow to haveretfus'd 
them, and ſaid, They had only told us 
Monſieur Pompone's Reflections upon 
them 5 bur that they could not abſolute- 
ly conſent, til] they had concerted with 
their Allies, the Swed?sf Ambaſſadors, 

N 2 whole 
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' many ; butnpon tranſmitting this Propo- 
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whoſe arrival they daily expe&ted. How. 
ever, tho' they were by theſe wholly ap. 
prov'd, yet the French Ambaſſadors du. 
ring the Aſſembly, made all their firſt 
Viſits with the three ſeveral Ambaſladors 
Choaches and fix Horſes, and the whole 
number of their Train, which ſometime 
reach d further than the ſpace between 
their Houſes, and of the Minifters where 
the Viſit was paid. Bur we continued to 
make ours only with two Horſes, and 
the number of Servants we had propos; 
and the reſt of the Rules were obſervd 
by all with ſo good effect, that for ow 
whole year I reſided there together, there 
never happen'd any diſorder or complaint 
trom ſo numerous Trains. 

For the Neuteral Countrey,we at firl 
proposd, by concert with the Fren 
Ambaſladors, to extend it about three 
Leagues, ſo as to take in the Town <& 
Cleave, which has been always celebrated 
for one of the plcaſanteſt Seats of Ger 


fal tothe French a Reſolution came back 
to their Ambaſladors, to admit only two 
Leaguesfrom Nimeener,and That tocon- 
tinue ſubjeft to Contribution, and to 
Execution upon failure of that being 
paid, as was uſual to the Gariſon of Me 
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faricht. This we thought unpradticable, 
with the ſafety of the Ambatſladors or 
their Retinues, that ſhould make uſe of a 
Nutrality ſubject to Inroads of armed 
Troops upon pretence of Contribution, 
and admitted of many diſputes. The 
French Ambaſſadors had Orders from 
their Court to go ont of Town upon 
any occaſion of Airing and Entertain- 
ment : The Dutch defir'd us to le tthe 
French know, the States could not be 
an{erable for their doing it fafely, till 
the Neuteral Countrey were eſtabliſh'd 
without being liable to Contribution. 
After ſome time, rather than continue 
Priſoners to the Town, or venture the 
inconvenience and danger of Parties 
ranging within the bounds of a Neuteral 
Countrey, a Compaſs was agreed, 
about two Ergliſh miles from the Town, 
and mark'd out with ſeveral great Poſts 
erected to that purpoſe, within which 
all perſons ſhould have liberty, and no 
Soldiers ſhould be ſuffer d to come 1n, 
upon any pretext whatſoever. | 
Several Pretenhons were rais'd at the 
opening of this Congreſs (which was 
reckond upon the time of two Media- 
tors arriyal upon the place), about the 
Right of ſeveral Princes to ſend Amballa- 
; N 2 dors, 
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dors,and many diſputcs aroſe upon them, 
It had been agreed at the Treaty. of 
Munſter, That every EleQor ſhould be 
allow'd to ſend a Miniſter thither, with 
the Character of Ambaſſador ; but if they 
ſent more than One in Commiſſion, that 
the Firſt only ſhould be treated with 
Excellence, and other Ceremonies of 
Ambaſſadors. This Rule we agreed to 
follow at Nzmegren: and the Flector of 
Brandenburgh ſent two Ambaſſadors thi- 
ther 3 but we treated the firſt only with 
the uſual Ceremonies, and left the Other 
to his Pretences and Complaints. The 
French follow'd our Example 3 and the 
other Ambaſſadors did ſome one, fome 
the other, according as their Intereſts 
engag'd them to comply with that Ele- 
For 1a this pretence. | 
Upon admiſſion of the FleCtorsto ſend 
Ambaſſadors' to'the Congreſs, the ſame 
pretence was ſoon after Taisd by the 
Dukes of Lorain, Niewbureh, and Lu- 
zenburgh : mach altercation 'u&d upon 
this Subject 3 but the Preſidents alledg'd, 
not being found without difpute, the 
thing lay quiet, and their Envoys arriv'd 
after forpe time at Nimeguer, © 
We agreed neither to give the firſt 
Jie, nor the Hand, in our Houſes; to 
| any 
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any Character under that of Ambaſ- 
ſador, nor to other perſons of Qua- 
lity, that were not either Counts of 
the Empire, or General Officers of 
Armies. 

There was nodiſpute about the Rank 

with the Mediators 3 the French having 
firſt yielded it by Order of their Court, 
till the Imperialiſts came, who neither 
yielded nor refus'd it, but ſeery'd deſirous 
| | to have that mark of diſtin&tion allow'd 
+ | between the Emperor's Ambaſladors and 
: | thoſe of all other Crown'd Heads : We 
> | held on our Pretence of it from Theſe, 
> | as well as the reſt, but kept it from co- 
z | ming from any deciſion till the very ſign- 
. | ing of the Treaty, finding the Em» 
peror not inclin'd to yield itz and 
| | knowing that if it were refugd there, 
the admiflion granted by the reſt, might 
e | come to be retrafted upon that Ex- 
. | ample. 
1 | The other Ambaſladors were left to 
their uſual Pretences : The French, That 
e | al ſhould yield to Them ; and the reſt, 
| | of, None yielding to one another ; in 
which the Swedes carried the Point even 
with their Allies, the French, as nicely 
nd poſitively as any others. 
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The Swedes arriv'd about the middle 
of Auguſt; ſent firſt to us, and then to 
the French, te notific there arrival 3 this 
happerd late in the Evening, ſo we de- 
ferrd our Compliments and deſires of an 
hour, till next Morning 5 the French 
made theirs the ſame night to Monſieur 
Oxenſtern, firſt 11 Commiſſion, who gave 
them an Hour the next Morning, and to 
our Secretaries who came to them + 
bout that time, they gave an Hourin 
the afternoon; The Viſits were made 
accordingly, but upon our inſiſting that 
the firſt Viſit ought to be return'd to the 
Mediators, from whomſoever the firſt 
ſhould be recciv'd, the Swediſh Ambaſ: 
fadors, after ſome time to conſider it, 
determin'd the point, and made us the 
firſt Viſit, tho? the Fr-nch had firſt made 
it to them; and this was obſerv'd by 
the Ambaſladors that afterwards arrv( 
during my re{t1dence there. | 

I remember no other points of th: 
Cexcmoma)l, that ſeem to have been 
eſtabliſh'd by the courſe of this Aſen- 
bly, unleſs it was one particular to out 
ſeives, who declard that we would dine 
with no Ambaſſador till the Peace was 
concluced,: being deſirous to ayeid the 
:rovbles and engagements of perpetual 

_- , | In- 
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[avitations, as well as the unkindneſs of 
Excuſes, at one time, or to ſome perſon 
more than another ; but our own Ta- 
bles were open, each of us three days in 
the week, two Poſt-days being reſerv'd 
to our ſelves for bufineſs,and one for di- 
verſion or Exerciſe abroad 3 and ſeveral 
of the Ambaſſadors, eſpecially the 
French came to our Tables notwith- 
ſtanding this reſolution, which they 
ſcem'd to take a little to heart : But to 
make amends we divided the Nights by 
turns, where there were any Ladies in 
the Ambaſſadors Houſes, and where the 
Evenings were ſpent in Dancing or Play 
or careleſs and eafie Suppers orCollations. 
In theſe Entertainments, as I ſeldom 
fail'd of making a part, and my Col- 
league never had any; ſo it gave 
occaſion for a good word 


that paſg?d Geir It, ue la That the Mediation 


Mediation eſtoit tons jours en 
pied pour faire ſa funGion 
for I usd to go to Bed andriſc late, 
while my Colleague was a Bed by Eight, 
and up by Four 3 and to fay truth, rwo 
more different Men were never joyn'd 
in- one Commiſſion, nor agreed better 
11 it. 


For 


was always on foot for ts 
go on with its buſineſs. 
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For bufine(s, there was very little for 
many Months after the-Congreſs began, 
till the arrival of the Imperial Miniſters, 

only the French Ambaſladors ſoon after | 
mycoming, demanding an audience,came | 
to make us the offer of exhibiting their 
=> Pow- Plein porvoirs 1nto onr hands not doubt- 
1 ing, as they faid of the Dutch being ready 
to dothe ſame.Bnt upon our acquainting 
the Dutch Ambaſſadors with this over- 
ture, They told us, That it was 1n the 
choice of the - French Ambaſſadors to do 
it when they pleas'd; but they did not 
conceive the haſtening of 'it would gain 
any time, ſince they had no Orders to 
make that Peace without a previous con- 
cert with their Allies ; and conſequently 
tho' the French ſhonld do it, 'yet they 
would, at preſent, neither exhibit ther 
own, nor make any refletions (as might 
be neceſlary) upon thoſe of the French. 

- From this anſiver, the French took occa- 
lion to preſs the Datch extreamly upon 
making inſtances to all their Allies to 
haſten to the Treaty, or elſe-to declare | ; 
that they would enter into Afﬀair with- | q 
out them'3 and not without fome intt- | 2 
mation of their Maſter's being reſfolv'd | th 
to recall them in caſe this was ref1s'd, or | jy 
much lpnger delay*Jd. The Dutch excusd 
the 
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the retardmenrs given to the Treaty fo 
loyg, by the many difficulties raid by 
the French Court upon occaſion of the 
Paſſports, which were not yet diſpatch'd 
to ſome of their: new. Allies 3 but how- 
ever promisd .to acquaint the States 
with theſe inſtances, and endeavour to 
diſpoſe them:to-fix ſome time, by which 
they would order [their Ambaſladors to 
enter into matter, .unleſs the Miniſters 
of the Allies, were arriv'd at Nime- 


In theſe,and the ſeveral other points,in- 
terceding between. the French and Dutch 
Ambaſſadors,, who, carried the Propoſals 
and Anſwers from one to the other, at 
their Houſes, by word of mguth, which 
continued till :the Aſſembly was com- 
pleated, and a place of Conference with 
much difficulty agreed at the Stadhovſe 
of Nimeguen 3 where after many difh- 
culties between the two Confederacies, 
and many more between the Parties 
that composd each of them,two Cham- 
bers were at length, agreed tor the Par- 
ties, and one-for the Mediators, by which 
ourpains was leflen'd, but without other 
advantage, Nor was there any point 
that gave us more trouble than the ad- 
juſting this among the Parties; for the 
French 


187 


1 $5 MEMOIR 


French were from the very firſt, moſt de. 
claredly averſe from treating either by 
Writings, or from agreeing to a place of 
Publick Conference 3 concerving this 
would tend to keep the body of theCon. 
federacy united in the Treaty, as well a; 
the War 3 whereas their deſign was to 
break that umion here, which they could 
not in the Field ; and find ſome way or 
other of entring into ſeparate meaſure; 
for a Peace with fome of the Parties en- 
gag'd. In the mean time the Allis 
found, or took as many occaſions as they 
could of delaying the difpatch of ther 
Miniſters to the Congreſs,while they had 
hopes of hindering the Dutch from pro- 
ceeding without them 3 and that they 
believ'd might be done till this Camps 
nia ſhould end, from the events, where- 
of the ſeveral Princes might the bette 
take their meaſures for the conditions of 
a Peace that ſhould be propos'd or infiſt 
ed on in this Treaty 5 and this diſpoſi 
tion of theirs was ſo well purſu'd, that 
no other Ambaſſadors arriv'd at Nine. 
gen till November, tio? we and the 
French, and the Dutch, had been ſo long 
upon the place, and the Swedes ſoon 
after. þ 
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In the mean time the ſucceſles of the 
Campania, that were expected abſolute- 
| ly to govern the motions of the Treaty, 
| were various as to the groſs of the War 
but run as high to the advantage of the 
| French, as to the diſadvantage of the 
| Swediſh Aﬀairs. By forceof great Trea- 
ſures, and great orderd in dipoſing them. 
| The French Magaziens were always fifd 
# in the Winter, ſoas to enable them to 
| take the Field as they pleag'd in the 
| Spring, without fearing the weather for 
'| their Foot, or expeding Graſs for their 
'| Horſe; on to'ther ſide, the Spaniards 
| want of Money and Order, left their 
| Troops in Farders,neither capable to at 
'| by themſclves upon any ſuaden attempt, 
| nor to ſupply with Proviſions in their 
March, either Dutch or Germans that 
ſhould come to their rehef. Thar 
| Towns were ill fortified, and worſe de- 
| fended: fo that the King of France 
Marching in the Head of a brave and 
| numerous Army,took Conde in four days 
in the Month of April this year 1676, 
before any of the Confederates were in 
the Field;and 1n May,ſent theDuke of Or- 
leans to Belicge Bouchain with ſome part 
of his Troops, being a ſmall, tho'ſtrong 
place, and very conſiderable for its ſcitu- 
ation 
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ation to the defence of the Spaniſh Ne. 
therlands. The King, with the ſtrength 
of his Army, Poſted himſelf fo advanta- 
geouſly, as to hinder the Prince of 0. 
range from being able to relieve 1t, orto 
fight without diſadvantage. 

The Prince ſtrugled through all the 
difficulties from the Seaſon, or want of 
Proviſions, and Magazines in Flanders, 
and March*d with his Army in fight of 
the French King by the middle of May : 
the Armies continued ſome days facing 
one another, and ſeveral times drawing 
out in order to a Batte], which neither 
of them thought fit ro begin 3 whether 
not willing to hazard, without neceſſity 
or advantage, ſo decilive an action as 
this was like ro prove; or whether the 
French contented themſelves to carry 
their point by hindering the Relief of 
Bouchain, which muſt fall without it, 
while the Prince of Orange withheld by 
the Spaniards from purſuing his, which 
was to give a Battel, that the Sparzards 
knew could not be loſt without the lols 
of Flanders. The Armies continued fa- 
cing one another till Bauchain was fſur- 
rendred the Eighth day of the Seige. 
The Prince return'd to refreſh his Army, 
harafs'd with fo halty a March upon 10 
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ſudden preparations; and the King of 
France return'd home leaving his Army 
under the Mareſchal Schomberg, to at- 
tend the motions of the Enemies. The 
Prince fell into concert with the Spaniards 
and German Princes near the lowerRhine, 
for the Siege of Maſtricht, which, tho? 
the ſtrongeſt of the Dutch Frontiers 
when it was taken, had been yet forti- 
fied by the French ſince they polleſs'd it, 
with all the advantages of Art and Ex- 
pence,and with a Garifon of Eight thou- 
fand choſen Men, under Calvo, a reſolute 
Catalonian,who Commanded there under 
the Mareſchal 4 Eſtrades Governour of 
the place, but then at Nimeguer. 

About the end of July, the Trenches 
were open'd by the Prince, and the Siege 
carried on with ſuch Bravery, ſo many 
and deſperate Afſſaults for about Three 
Weeks, that as Wagers were continually 
offer d, with odds, at Nzmeener, that it 
would be taken within ſuch or fach a 
time; ſo we did not obſerve the Mare- 
{chal d' Eſtrades was willing to take them, 
or ſeem'd at all confident 1t would be fo 
well defended. The Prince, or the Rihn- 
grave (who was delign'd for Governour 
of the Town, as his Father had been) 
| | were cver in the Head ot the Attacks, 
and 
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and made great uſe, as well as proof ef 
the deſperate Courage of the Erghſp 
Troops upon all thoſe occaſions 3 many 
of the out-works were taken with great 
ſlaughter on both ſides, but were ſup- 
plied by new Retrenchments, and by all 
the Art and Induſtry of a reſolute Cap- 
tain, and brave Soldiers within. About 
the middle of Azguſt, the Prince expo- 
fing himſelf upon all occaſions, receiv'd 
a Muſquet ſhot in his Arm, at which, per- 
ceiving thoſe about him were daunted, 
he immediately pull'd off his Hat with 
the Arm that was hurt, and waved it 
about his Head, to ſhow the wound was 
but in the Fleſh, and the Bone fafe 3 at 
which they all reviv'd, and the Prince 
went on without interruption 1n all the 
Paces of the Siege. But a cruel ficknek 
falling intohis Army, weakn'd it more 
than all the Afſaults they had given the 
Town. The Germans came not up with 
the Supplies they had promisd, and 
upon which aſſurance the Siege was un- 
dertaken ; and the Rhingrave, who, next 
the Prince, was the ſpring of this Action, 
happening to be wounded ſoon after, 
was torc'd to leave the Camp for a Caſtle 
in the Neighbourhood where he died; 


by all which the Army grew diſheartned, 


and 
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and the Siege faint. In the mean time, 
Monſieur Schombergh, who truſted to a 
vigorous defence at Maſtricht, had be- 
fieg'd and taken Aire, and after the 
Prince's Army was weakerd, by the ac- 
cidents of the Siege, March'd with al} 
the French Forces through the heart of 
the Spaniſh Low Countries, to the relief 
of Maſtricht ; upon whoſe approach,and 
the reſolutions of a Councal of Warin 
the Prince*s Camp, the Siege was raiyd, 
and with it the Campania ended in the 
Dutch or Spaniſh Provinces. And from 
this time, the Prince of Orange began to 
diſpair of any ſucceſs in a War, after 
ſuch tryals and experience of ſuch weak- 
neſs in the Spariſh Forces and Condudtt, 
and uncertainty in the German Councels 
or Reſolutions, 

However,the Imperial Army took Phj- 
lip:>yreh in the end of September this 
year 1676, which was yielded for want 
of Proviſions, and as much againſt com- 
mon opinion and expectation, as the 
contrary event in the Siege of Maſtricht. 

The Afﬀairs of Denmark and Frandens 
birgh proſper?d all this againſt Swe- 
den, with advantage in moſt of the 
Sieges and Encounters that paſs'd this 
Summer, and the firſt part of the Win- 
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ter following, ſo that the Swedes ſeem'd 
to be lofing apace all they had ſo long 

offeG'd in Germany ; but the Imperial 

orces, tho' joyn'd with thoſe of the ſe. 
veral Princes upon the upper Rhine,had 
made no progreſs in their deſign'd Con- 

neſts there, and were forc'd to ſeek 
heir old Quarters on the Ger-ax fide of 
the Rhine, upon the approach of the 
French, which was a true and undiſputed 
decifion of the ſmall ſucceſs of this Cam: 
pam. 

After it was ended,the Partizsengag! 
in the War began to turn their thoughts, 
or at leaſt their eyes, more towards the N 
motions of the Treaty than they had hi- Þ 
therto done. The Prince of Orange wt F ,, 
to me, defir'd toſee me for a day or two ,, 
at Soesdyke near Amesfort, about a days pr 
Journey from Nimeguen. He complaind f 4 
much, and with too much reaſon, «| |, 
the Condu&t of his Allies, the weak-J 4, 
neſs, or rather uſeleſneſs of the Spanih | |, 
Troopsin Flanders, for want of Pay, o | 1. 
Order; the Imperial Armies aQting witt-| p, 
out deſign upon the Rhize, or with de-J 4, 
pendence upon Orders from Viemu  ,. 
where the emulation of the Miniſter} 1. 
made ſuch diſtra&tion, and counter-pacsÞ 71 
of their Generals, that the _ =_ 
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had paſs'd with ſmall effe&> after the 
romiſes. of vigorouſly invading either« 
cn or France. How the Dukes of 
Lyrenburgh had fail'd of ſending their 
Troops to Maſtricht, which, with the 
Sickneſs of the Camp, had render'd that 
Siege incffettual : So that he began ta 
deſpair of any good iſſue of the War, 
5} would beglad to hear, I hop?d, for a 
| better of the Peace upon our Scene at 
| Nimegner, after the Paces and Progreſs 
whereof he made particular enquires. 
| 1 told him how little advances had been 
| | hitherto made, by the ſlowneſs of his 
* | Allies diſpatching their Miniſters thi- 
ther 3 how little ſucceſs could be expe&- 
ed from the Pretenſions of the Parties 
when they ſhould meet,eſpecially France, 
pretending to keep all they had got by 
the War, and Spar to recover all they 
had loſt; how his Majeſty ſeenrd of 
the mind to concern himlſclf no furtheg 
than the Paces of a Mediator, our Or- 
ders being only to convey the Mind or 
Propoſals of the Parties from one to ano 
ther, and even to avoid the offers of any 
references upon them to His Majelty's 
determination 3 ſo that my opinion wa 
That it muſt be the War alone that muſi 
make the Peace, and that I ſuppos'd it 
O 2 would 
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would do at one time or other, by the 


weaknefs or wearineſs of one of the Par. 
ries. 

"The Prince ſeem'd of my mind, and 
faid,” the cvents of the War would de- 
pend npcn the Condutt at Madrid and 
Vienna before next Campania, for with- 
out ſome great ſucceſs, he did not be. 
heve the States would be induc'd to con- 
tinue it longer ; I told the Prince the 
Diſcourſes Monſieur Colbert had enter- 
tain?d me with upon my arrival at Nime- 
gner, in which His Highnets was cluefly 
concern'd 3; upon which he replied cold- 
iy, he had heard enough of the fame 
kind another way, which Monſieur 
IY Eftrades had found out ro Penfioner 
Facel ; but that they knew him little 
thit made him ſuch Overtures 3 and for 
his own Intercſts and Advantages, let 
them find a way of ſaving his Honour, 
by ſatistying Spair, and nothing of hi 
Conceins ſhould retard the Peace an 
hour. 

+ After mrreturn to Nimcener, 1 found 
the French making all the advances they 
could towards the progrefs of the Trea- 
ty, and they were {no doubt) in car- 
neſt, being 1n a poſture to inſiſt upon 
their preſent poſſeſſions, and . having 
- made 
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made a great hand of this laſt Campa- 
nia, were willing, like Gameſters that 
have won much, to give over, unleſs 
oblig d to Play on by thoſe that had loſt. 
The Swedes were more in haſt and in 
earneſt for the Peace than any, hoping 
no Reſource for their loiſes in Germany by 
the War. The Dutch were grown ium- 
patient for the Peace, finding France 
would make no difficulty of any thing 
between them, offering privately by 
their Emiſlaries, eſpecially at Amſterdam, 
ſuch a Reglemert of Commerce as they 
could defire, the reſtitution of Maſtricht 
and of all ſatisfaction the Prince of Orange 
could pretend upon his lotles, or their 
{zures in the War. But Denmark and 
Brandenburgh were as violent againſt rhe 
Peace, having ſwallow'd up in their 
hopes all that Swedez had poſleſsd in 
Germany; and tho? the Emperor ſcemd 
to pretend Iiitle after the taking of P/z- 
liz:burgh, beſides the reſtitution of Þ[ o- 
rain and the Towns of Alſatia, to the 
poſture they were left in by the Munſter 
Treaty 3 'yet they were fo falt link'd, 
both with their German Allies as well as 
Sr, thatthey reſolv'd to make no Pa- 
ces in the Treaty but by common con- 
cert; and Spain, tho' ſenſible of the 
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condition their Aﬀeairs in Flanders were 
in, as well as Sicily, yet upon a deſign 
then hatching at Madrid, for remoyal 
of the Queen Regent and her Miniſtry, 
to introduce Dor Johnto head the Afﬀairs 
of their Government, had conceivd 
great hopes to recover thole deſperate 
infirmities that their inveterate difor- 
ders both in Councelsand Condudt,eſpe- 
cially in their Financics, had for ſo long 
time occalion'd. Beſides, they had Con- 
fidences ſtill given them from their Mi- 
niſters in Exgland, that His Majeſty 
would not, after all, be contented to ſee 
Flanders loſt, or would be forc'd into 
the War by the humour of his Parlu- 
ment. For theſe 'Reaſons, the Allies 
ſeem'd to make no haſtear all to theCon- 
greſs, and ſome of them hardly to look 
that way ; and none of the Parties were 
yet arrivd,, beſides the French, the 
Swedes, and the Dutch : But about the 
end of September, the French Ambaſſs 
dors gave us notice, That their Maſte 
having made fo many advances to the 
Peace, and being ſo ill ſeconded by the 
proceedings of the Confederates, and 
their ſlowneſs in coming to the Treaty, 
was refoly'd to recall his Ambaſſadors, 
unleſs thoſe of the chief Crtenng 
dt fs We. Q©'o% \Þ\ »i + % #10 O 
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ſhould repair to Nimeguer within the 
fpace of one Month. 

This we communicated to the Dutch 
Ambaſſadors, and they to the States, 
'who after ſome Conferences with the 
Miniſters of their Allies, came to a reſo- 
lution, That they would enter upon the 
Treaty themſe]ves, if the Miniſters of 
their Confederates ſhould not repair to 
Nimeguen by the firſt of November, 
which was afterwards, upon ſome di- 
ſputes, declard to be meant Qld Stile, 
being that of the place where the Con- 
preſs was held. 

The noiſe of this reſolution of the 
States, was more, among their Allies, 
than the danger, fince there were ways 
enough to raiſe difficulties, and ſpin out 
time after the Ambaſladors ſhould arrrve, 
as well as before 3 but yet it had fo 
much effe&, that the ſeveral Confede- 
rates did upon it begin to haſten away 
one or other of their intended Ambaſla- 
dors towards Nimegnen (as Count Kink- 
iki from Vienna, Don Pedro Ronquillo 
from Exgland, where he then reſided as 
S$p;anſþ Envoy )but not the perſans prin- 
cipally incruſted, or at the head of their 
Embaſſies, nor with powers to proceed 
farther than Preliminaries; And from 
6 O 4 Den- 
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Denmark, Monſieur Heng, without any 
news of Count Arntoine's preparation 
who was appointed chict of that Am- 
bafly ; any more than of the Biſhop of 
Gurke, or Marg uels de Balbaces, the chiet- 
eſt of thoſe detignd from the Emperor 
and Spairr. 

In the mean tume the Dutch began to 
lay load upon their Allics, for their back: 
wardnels, ſo declar'd, in making any pa- 
ces towards the Treaty 5 to cavil upon 
the obligations. they were under of fo 
many great Subſidies to ſo many Princes 
their Allies, for carrying on a War which 
theirAJlies purſued for their own ſeparate 
Intereſts or Ambition, tho' enter'd into 
it, perhaps at firſt, for defence of Hot 
land,with whoſe fatety theirs were com- 
plicated. Hereupon their Miniſters, both 
at the Hague and Nimreguer, took the li- 
berty to ſay publickly upon ſeveral occa- 
tions, and in ſeveral Companies, That 
their Maſters would pay no Subſidies to 
their Allies the next Campania, unleſs 
in the mean time they would, by their 
fair and fincere proceedings in the Trex 
ty, put the French in the Wrong, as their 
exprefiion was.” :_ *: 

The Swedes had as: well as the French, 
offer d to dgliver us their powers 5. ti 
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this was deferr'd by the Dutch to the 
arrival of their Allies, till after the firſt 
of November was elapsd 3 The French 
began to preſs them upon it, in conſe- 
quence of the States reſolution ; and af- 
ter ſome little demurs, the Dutch Am- 
baſſadors agreed to deliver theirs 3 ſo 
by a concert, not without difficulty, 
we agreed, That on the 21ft of No- 
vember, the ſeveral Powers ſhould be 
brought to us the Mediators, by the ſe- 
veral Ambaſſadors, at fuch Hours asthey 
ſhould ſeverally take from us, ſhould be 
depoſited in our hands, and that we 
ſhould afterwards communicate the Ori- 
zinals mutually to the feveral Ambaſla- 
dors at their Houſes, and leave Copies 
with them, atteſted by us the Media- 
tors. 

This was done accordingly 3 and the 
morning aſter, the Dutch Ambaſſadors 
brought us an account of ſeveral excep= 
tions they were forc'd to make againſt 
kveral expreſſjons in the French and 
Swediſh Prefaces to their Powers, which 
they ſaid were fitter for Manifeſtoes,than 
tor Powers of a Treaty, eſpecially thoſe 
of juſtifying the War, and maintaining 


the Treaty of Weſtphalia: But the greateſt 


ſtreſs they laid, was upon a claule in the 
' French 
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French Powers, mentioning the Popes 
Mediation, which they ſaid their Maſters 
could never conſent to:now, no more 
than they had at Munſter, To ſay truth, 
tho the gaining of time for the Allie 
coming might have ſonle part in thek 
exceptions of the Dutch, yet they were 
fram'd with great Art, and ſhew'd the 


great quickneſs and ſharpneſs of Mon- | 


ſieur Beverning's apprehenſion, as well 
as his $kill and experience m theſe kind 
of Affairs ; being, I think, without dil. 


pute, the moſt praftis'd, and the ableſt 
Ambaſlador, ot any I have ever metin 
the courſe of my Employments. 

The Dutch exceptions were return'd, 
by others from the French and Swede, 


againſt their Powersz but with offer 


from both of entring into the Treaty, 
while theſe Miniſters ſhould be adjuſt 
ing. The Dmwtch accepted it, provided 
the French would oblige themſelves to 
procure new Powers, free from the Ex- 
ceptions raisd againſt them, as the Dutch 
offer'd to do. After much debate, they 
all agreed indeſiring us the Mediators to 
draw up a form of powers to be usd by 
all the Parties; We did it, and it was 
approv'd by them all, with ſome reſerve 
only from the French, whether it your 
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be fit to mention any Mediation fince 
that of the Pope's was left out, and 
ſome little Tentatives upon us, whether 
we would be content to leave out all 
mention of His Majeſty's Mediation, as 
well as that of the Pope's? This we ex- 
cusg'd our ſelves from doing, the whole 
frame of the Congreſs have proceeded 


\ from His Majeſty's Mediation, without 


any intervention of the Pope's ; and the 
King's having been accepted by all the 
Parties, which the Pope's had not been; 
but on the contrary, the very mention 
of it in the Powers, declard againſt by 
ſeveral of them. And by Orders we 
receiv'd from Court upon occaſion of 
this diſpute, we declar'd to all the Par- 
tes, That tho His Majeſty pretended 
not to exclude any other Mediation that 
the Parties ſhould think fit to uſe, yet 
he could not in any wiſe a& joyntly 
with that of the Pope, nor ſuffer his 
Miniſters to enter into any Commerce 
either of Viſits or Conferences, with 
any of His that might be employed at 
Nimeguen, 

In November arrivd Monſieur Hee, 
one of the Daniſh Ambaſladors z; Mon- 
fieur Sozwitz and Blaſpyh the two Bran- 
denburgh Ambaſſadors Lord = 
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from Paris; and ſoon after, Don Pedrs 
Ronguillo, one of the Spaniſh Ambaſh. 
dors; but the laſt continued incognito 
till the arrival of Count Knkski, who 
whether he had taken the Gout, or the 
Gout had taken him, continued upon 
that pretence, at Co/er till the new year 
was begun. 

The Spaniſh Ambaſſador coming upon 
Viſits to my Wife, and meeting me 
there, found that way of entring into 
the pretunt buſineſs of the Scene, as 
much as if he had been declar'd uponit, 
He agreed with the French in this one 
point, of dcliring either the Pope's Me- 
diation might be mention'd in their 
Powers; or that His Majeſty, in confi. 
deration of the Peace, wou!d ſuffer the 
mention of His to be left out 5 but the 
Dane on tother ſide agreed with the 
Dutch, in retuſing ro admit any Power 
with mention of the Popes Mediation. 
There aroſe likewiſe another difhculty 
from a ſeeming expedient propos by the 
Dmtch, of having from each Party ſeveral 
Powers granted for treating with the c- 
veral Parties they were in War with, 
which the French refus'd, or to grant 0- 
ther Powers than for the D#tchand thar 
Allies; and in theſe diſputes or difticuJnies 
the year 1575 ended, 
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[ enter not at all into the Detail, or 
fo much as mention of the many Inci» 
dents that fell into the courſe of this Trea- 
ty upon PunQllioes of Viſits or Ceremo- 
nials, becauſe they ſeem to me but {6 
many Impertinencies that are grown 
this laſt age into the Character of Am- 
baſſadors, having been rais'd4 and culti- 
vated by men, who wanting other Ta- 
lents to value themſelves in thoſe Im- 
ployments, endeavour'd to do it by ex- 
a&neſs or mceties in the Forms 3 and be- 
ſides, they have bcen takennotice of by 
diſcourſes concerning this Treaty, and 
at one time or other may be exactly 
known by the Original Papers of our 
Ambally, which are in two or three ſe» 
veral Hands : Whereas I intend chiefly 
todeclare the courſe of this great Afﬀair, 
by the more material circumſtances, and 
from the true ſprings of thoſe events that 
ſucceeded, rather than trouble my ſelf 
with the Forms that ſerv'd to amuſe fo 
long the Aſſembly at Nzzzegner. 

I ſhall only make two Obſervations 
upon the Ceremonial ; the firſt is upon 
the Emperor's Condu@* towards the 
Brandenburgh Ambaſſadors allowing His 
Miniſters to Treat them both like Am» 
baſſadors of Crown'd Heads, though we 

| gave 
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gave it only to the firſt of the Ambaſly 
upon the Preſident of the Mwrſter Trea- 
ty,and were follow'd in it by the French 
and Syedes in the whole courſe of 
this Treaty at Nimeguey. This Pace 
of the Emperor ſeem'd not ſo much 
grounded, as ſome thought, upon his 
Compliance with ſo conſiderable an Al- 
ly, as upon a deſign to afliſt another 
Pretenſion of his own, which is not on- 
ly a difference of Place, but alſo of 
Rank from all other Crown®d Heads of 
Chriſtendom ; Whereas the other Kings, 
though they yield him the Place, yet 
they do not allow. him a difference of 
Rank. But if the Emperor could by 
his Example prevail with other Kings to 
Treat the Elefors like Crown'd Heads, 
it would fortifie the Pretenſions of the 
Emperor to a difference of Rank, fince 
there is a great one, and out of all con- 
reſt between him and the EledGors, 

My ſecond Remark is, That among all 
the PunGtlios between the Ambaſſadors 
at Nimegnen,none ſeem'd to me to carry 
them to ſuch heights as the Syedes and the 
Danes ; the firſt ſtanding as ſtiff upon all 
Points of not ſeeming to yield 1n the lealt 
'to the French Ambaſſadors, tho their Alhies 
and from a Crown not only of ſo mighty 

Power, 
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Power, but from whom alone they ex- 
pected the reſtoring of their brokenState 
in Germany ; and the Daniſh Ambaſſador, 
vpon the French Powers being exhibi- 
ted in French, faid he would give his in 
Daniſh, unleſs they would do it in Latin 
35 a common Language 3 alledging he 
knew no difference between Crown'd 
Heads; that the Daniſh Kings had been 
as great as the French are now, and un 
their preſent Dominions are as Abſolute. 
Upon all whichMonfieur Beverzing could 
not forbear to reflet, and ſay to us, 
That in his remembrance there was no 
fort of Competition made by thoſe two 
Northen Kings with the other three 
great Kings of Chriſtendowe : That the 
treatment of the States to them was 
very different, and thar Miniſters made 
no difhculty of figning any Inſtruments 
after the Miniſters of the three Great 
Crowns. - *Tis, I think out of queſtion 
that the pretenſion of Parity among the 
Crown'd Heads, was firſt made in the 
, | North by G«ftavxs, when he rold Mon- 
, | fieur Grawort the French Ambaſſador 
| | in Sweder: upon this occaſion; That for 
| tis part he knew no diſtindtion among 
. | Crown'd Heads, but what was made by 
: their Virtue 3 And this Pretence was not 
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much diſputed with him in reſped&to the 
greatneſs of his Qualities, as well as of 
his attempts and Succeſſes ; and hi 
example was follow'd by the Kings of 
Denmark, and has ſince left Place a 
thing conteſted among them all. *Tis 
true, the French have claim'd the Prece- 
dence next to the Emperor, with more 
noiſe and haughtineſs than the reſt, but 
have been yielded to by none except 
the Spariards, upon the Fear of a War 
they were not able to deal with 3 nor 
have they ſince been willing to own the 
weakneſs of that confeflion, but have 
choſen to fall into what meaſures they 
could of encouraging and eſtabliſhing 
the Pretence of Parity among Crownd 
Heads. The moſt remarkable Inſtance 
of this happend at Nimegzen, where 
upon a publick meeting of the Allies, 
the Diſpute ariſing between Spain and 
Denmark forthe place at Table, Don Pe- 
dro conſented to have it taken by turns, 
and the firſt to be divided by lot. The 
French Ambaſſadors made their pretence 
of preference next the Mediators at Ni- 
meguen, 1n the firſt return of their Viſits 
from Ambaſladors arriving; but wasnet- 
ther yiclded to by Swede? or Dane, nor 
PraQtic'] by the Emperor's Ambaſladors, 
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who made their firſt viſit to the Media- 
tors, and the next without diſtinction to 
the firſt that had viſited them. The 
Emperor took advantage of the Frezch, 
as well as the rcſt having yielded to the 
Mediators, and during this Treaty made 
a ſcruple, tho' not a refuſal of doing it, 
by which he diſtinguiſh'd himſelf from 
the other Crownd Heads, We were 
content to keep it as much as we could 
from diciſion with them ; but ir once 
happen'd that upon a meeting with the 
Allies at the Dane's Houſe, Count K jzt- 
ik was there before I and Sir Lione/ came 
into the Room, where Chairs were ſet 
for all the Ambaſſadors ; after the com- 
mon Salutations, I went ſtrait up to the 
Chair that was firt in Rank, and ſtood 
before it, to ſit down when the rc 
were ready ; but my Colleague either 
loling his time by being engagd in lon- 
ger Civilities, or by a deſire not to be 
engag'd in Conteſts, gave room to Count 
Kjnkski (a very brisk Man) to come and 
land before the Chair that was next 
me, and conſequently between me and 
my Colleague z When I flaw this, And 
conlider*d, that tho' the place was given 
me by the Imperialiſts, yet it was not 
given to the King's Ambaſlly ; I choſe 
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not to fit down ; but falling into the Con. 
ference that was intended, I ſtood all the 
while as if I did it careleſly, and fo left 
the matter undecided. 
The Prince of Oyazge, about the later 
end of December, writ very earneſtly to 
me, to make a ſtep for ſome few days to 
the Hague, knowing I had leave from 
His Majeſty, to do it when I thought fit, 
And finding all things without preſent 
motion at Nimeguen, I went thither, and 
arriv*d the laſt day of the Year. The 
firſt of the next being 1677. I attended 
His Highneſs : We fell into large dif- 
courſes of the Progreſs of the Treaty,the 
coldneſs of the Parties, the affeted de. 
lays of the Imperials and Spaniards, the 
declar'd Averfion of the Danes and Bran 
denburg, and concluded how little was 
to be expeted from the formal Paces of 
this Congreſs. Upon all which the 
Prince ask'd, if I had heard any more 0 
His Majeſty's mind npon the Peace, fince 
I had been laſt with him? I told him, 
what I rememberd of his laſt Letter to 
me upon that Subject 3 which was, That 
he concluded from the Prince's diſcourſes 
to me, that he had then no mind to 2 
Peace ; that he was ſorry for it, becauſe 
he thought it was his Intereſt to have it. 
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That he had try'd to know the mind of 
France upon it ; bur if they would not 
open themſelves farther of one fide, nor 
His Highneſs on the other, than they 
had yet done, he would content himſelf 
with performing only His part of a Me- 
diator, and in the Common Forms : The 
Prince ſaid this look'd very cold, ſince 
His Majeſty was alone able to make the 
Peace, and knew well enough what it 
would come to by the Forms of the 
Congreſs. That for his own part, he de- 
fird it, and had a great deal of reaſon, 
both becauſe His Majeſty ſeem'd to do 
ſo, and to think it his own Intereſt as 
well as the Prince's; and becauſe the 
States not only thought it their Intereſt, 
but abſolutely neceſſary for them. That 
he would not fay this to any but to 
the King by me ; becauſe if Fraxce 
ſhould know it, they would he doubted, 
be harder upon the Terms: That both 
S94/2 and the Emperor had leſs mind to it 
now, than they had at the end of the laſt 
Campania ; The new Miniſters being 
leſs inclin'd to it than the old had been; 
Þ that there was not one of the Allies, 
that had any mind to it beſides the 
States. That for his own part, he ſhould 
be always in the ſame mind with them, 
P 2 and 
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and therefore very much delir'd it ;- but 
did notknow which way to go about it, 
at leaſt,ſoas to compals it before the next 
Campania. .And if that once began, they 
ſhould be all at Sea again, and ſhould be 
forc'd to go juſt as the Wind ſhould drive 
them. That if His Majeſty had a mind 
to make it, and would let him know 
freely the Conditions upon which either 
he deſir'd or believ'd it might be made, 
he would endeavour to concert 1t the 
beſt he could with His Majeſty , and 
that with all the freedom and (incerenels 
in the World, ſo it might be done with 
any ſafety to his own Honour, and the 
Intereſts of his Country. 

' All this he deſir'd me to write direQ- 
ly to His Majeſty from him, as he knew 
I had not only leave but command to 
do upon any occaſion that I thought de: 
ſervd it. 

Two days after, I ſaw the Penſioner 
Fagel upon ſome common Afairs- inci 
dent. to my. Ambaſly at the Hagxe, 
which had been left in the hands of the 
Secretary of that Ambaſſy, Whenthele 
diſcourſes were paſt, he ask'd me if 1 
had brought them the Peace from Nime- 
guen ? I replied, That ſince he was fo 
ignorant of what had paſsd there, 1 

would 
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would tell him ; That they had carried 
their. matters there, Ex habiles gens. 
That to bring their Allies to the Con- 
preſs, they had pretended to treat by the 
hrſt of November, whether they came or 
no. That after that day paſt, they had 
found fault with the Powers exhibited, 
had offer'd at new, made the Mediators 
courle from one to t'other, ſpun out two 
Months time in theſe Paces, and there- 
by were gotten in fight both of Spaniſh 
and Imperial Miniſters, which I ſuppos'd 
was the point they always intended, and 
afterwards to keep Pace with them. 
The Penſioner anſwer'd me with fome- 
thing in his Face both ſerious and fad, 
That enther I did not know them, and 
the courſe of their Aﬀairs ince I left 
the Hague, or elſe I wou'd not ſeem to 
know them : That they not only deſir'd 
the Pcace from their hearts,but thought 
it abſolutely neceſſary for them ; That 
they would certainly have enter'd into 
Treaty at that time, if the Frexch had et- 
ther exhibited Powers in a form to beat 
all admitted, or would have obligd 
themſelves to procure new ones : Nay, 
That they would not infift upon a Peace 
according to their Allies pretenſions, nor 
could he anſwer that they would not 
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make a ſeparate one. I faid, That was 
a matter of ſuch moment, as I was ſure 
they would think of it another Year be- 
fore they did it. With this he drew up 
his Chair cloſer to me, and began a 
Diſcourſe with more heat and earneſt. 
neſs than agreed well with the pcſture 
of Health he was in ; laying, firſt, That 
they had thought enough of it already, 
and with thinking much, had begun to 
find it was without remedy. That they 
had great obligations to Spazz for entring 
the War to fave their Country, and 


thereby to fave Flanders too ; but they 
had made them no 11! return, by cont: 
nuing it now three years only for the 
Intereſts of Spaiz, ſince there remained 
nothing of conſequence between Fran 
and them. That they had further en- 
gap'd themſelves to carry it on this fol. 
lowing Year, and fo would have done 
with the Forces they did the laſt, if their 
Allies had performed the Parts they had 
likewiſe engaged. But for Spar, they 
took no care but to let them ſee they 
were reſolv*d to periſh;That they had ſent 
their Fleets home from S7ci/y without the 
payments agreed on, and left them to be 
paid by the States at their return. That 
not a Penny could be got of a great m_ 

they 
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they ow'd them for Carriages and Provi- 
fions the laſt Summer, and which was 
delignd for Magazines againſt next Year 
in Flanders, without which their Armies 
could not March in that Country, where 
they were ſure to find none of the Spa- 
z#iards providing. That they had repre- 
ſented to Spazz the neceſſity but of keep- 
ing ſo many Forces well regulated and 
paid, as might defend their Towns while 
the Prince ſhould take the Field with the 
Army of the State, and hinder or divert 
any great Steges there; but not a word 
of anſwer. That they had then deſird 
them to receive ſo many of the Troops 
of the German Princes, their Allies, as 
might detend their moſt Important pla- 
ces ; but inſtead of this, they drove 
them out of their Country. That for 
the Emperour,they had always told him, 
That unleſs his Army would march into 
France, or at leaſt force them to a Bat- 
tel by ſuch Forces as might draw great 
Detachments of the French out of & /an- 
ders, that Country would not be favd 
the laſt Summer, or at leaſt not the next, 
uoleſs his Army took up their Quarters 
this Winter in A//atiz, or on that ſide of 
the Rhine, But at Viennz they conſider'd 
Flanders as much as the Dutch do Hun- 
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rary ; and becauſe the Imperial Officers 
could better hnd their private account 
by Winter-Quarters in Germary, than in 
a Country haraſs'd like Al/a!ia, their Ar. 
mies muſt repaſs the Rhize this Winter, 
and thereby loſe all the advantages of 
the laſt Campania, and hopes of the 
next. That tor want of Magazines in 
Flanders, two or three ſtrong Frontiers 
would be loſt there next Spring, before 
the Imperialiſts could take the Field; 
and if Cambray, Valencienue, and Mons 
were taken, all the rcſt would Revolt, 
conſidering the mileries they hadalready 
ſuffer*d, and muſt by a longer War; 
That the Prince would not be able to 
prevent it, or be ſoon enough in the 
Field to March, for want of Provilions 
in Flazders, the Country growing deſo- 
late by the unſettled Contributions : or 
at lea(t, not with ſuch an Army as to 
venture a Battel, or raiſe a Siege, while 
the Spaniſh Troops were fo weak, and 
the Freach would be ſo ſtrong, at a time 
when they had no Enemy to divert them 
upon the Rhze.That the Prince's Friends 
could not ſuffer him to go into the Field 
only to ſee Towns loſt under his Noſe, 
and perhaps all Flazders, while He was 
expected to defend it, and at the ſame 
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time was rendred incapable of doing 

it by the faults of the Spaniards, who 

yet would not fail to reproach him, as 

well as his Enemies abroad, and Ill will- 

ers at home, that would be glad of the 
occalion, In the mean time, from 

| France they could have whatever Con- 

| ditions they pretended, either by reſto- 

ring Maſtricht, a Reolement of Com- 
merce, or any Advantages to the Houſe 

| of Orange; andas to this laſt, whatever 

| thePrince himſelf would demand : That 

to this purpoſe they had every Week 

; | preſſing Letters from Monſieur d' Eſtrades 

to make the ſeparate Peace; and tho' he 

ſhould fall into it with the greateſt re- 

pret that could he, yet he did not ſee 

what elſe was to be done, and did not 

know one Man in Ho//azd that was nor 

of the ſame mind. That he did not talk 

with me as an Ambaſſador bur a Friend, 

whoſe opinion he eſteem'd and defird; 

That he told me freely, 

Leur fort O& leur foible , and Fheir ſtrength and 
would be glad to know what heir weakneſs, 
elſe I thought they could do 

upon all theſe Circumſtances, acd in dis 
Er dans accablement de leur fireſsoftheirStare by 
Eftat par une fi loarne guerre. SO 

| return'd his Compliment , 
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but excusd my ſelf from giving my 
Opinion to a Perſon fo well able to take 
meaſures that were the fitteſt for the 
States Condu&, or his own ; but defir'd 
to know what He reckon'd would be. 
come of Flanders after the Dutch had 
made their ſeparate Peace ; becauſe the 
Fate of that Country was that where. 
in the reſt of their Neighbours were 
concern'd as well as they. He anſwer'd, 
It would be loſt in one Summer or in 
two, but more probable in one ; That 
he believ'd Cambray, Valenciennes, Namur, 
and Moxs might be loſt in one Summer, 
That after their loſs, the great Towns 
within would not ofter at defending 
themſelves, excepting Antwerp and O- 
ftend, for whichperhaps they might take 
ſome meaſures with Fraxce, as I knew 
the Frexch had offerd Monſieur de Wit 
upon their firſt Invafion in 1667. I ask'd 
him how he reckon'd this State was to 
live with Fraxce after the loſs of Flan- 
ders ? And if he thought it could be 
otherwiſe than at diſcretion ? He delir'd 
me to believe, that if they could hope to 
fave Flanders by the War, they would 
not think of a ſeparate Peace, but if it 
muſt be loſt, they had rather it ſhould 
be by the laſt, which would leſs oy" 

their 
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their Country, and diſhonour the Prince ; 
That after Flanders was loſt, they muſt 
live ſo with France, as would make them 
find it their Intereſt rather to preſerve 
their State, chan to deftroy it ; That it 
was not to be choſen, but to be ſwallow'd 
like a deſperate Remedy ; That he had 
hop'd for ſome Reſource from better Con- 
duQ in the Spaniſh Aﬀairs, or that ſome 
great Impreſſion of the German Armies 
upon that fide of France might have 
brought the Peace to ſome reaſonable 
Terms ; That for his own part, he had 
ever believ'd that England it ſelf would 
cry Halt, at one ſtep or other that France 
was making, and that if we would be 
content to ſee half Flanders loft, yet we 
would not all, nor Sc:/y neither, for the 
intereſt of our Trade in the Mediterranear. 
That the King had the Peace in his hands 
for theſe two years paſt, might have 
made it when he pleas'd, and upon ſuch 
Conditions as he ſhould think fit for Ju. 
ſtice and Safety to the reſt of his Neigh- 
bours as well as himſelf, Thar all Men 
knew France was not in a condition to 
refaſe whatever Terms His Majeſty re- 
ſolv'd on, or to venture a War with 
England in conjunction with the reft of 
the Allies. Thar the leaſt ſhow of it, if 
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at all credited in France, was enough to 
make the Peace. That they had long 
repreſented all this in Exg/and by Mon- 
fieur Yau Beuninghen, and offer'd Hig 
Majeſty to be the Arbiter of it, and to 
fall into the Terms he ſhould preſcribe ; 
but not a word in anſwer, and all re- 
ceiv'd with fuch a coldnels as never was, 
tho* other People thought we had rea- 
ſon to be a little more concern'd. That || | 
this put him more upon thinking a Se- || 
parate Peace neceſſary, than all the reſt; } | 
All means were firſt That he confeſls'd, Cunt |} | 
| 


© de eryed. prins tentanda, till he found 
An incu- at Jaſt twas 7mmedicabile vnlnus. That 
-» for their living with Fraxce, after Flax 
ders was loſt, he knew well enough | ; 

what I meant by asking ; bur after chat, Þ| | 

the aims of Frazce would be more upon || ; 

I:raly or Germany, or perhaps upon us || | 

than them ; That it could not be the || { 
Intereſt of Frazce ro Deſtroy or Conquer || j 

this State, but to preſerve it in a De- Þ { 
pendance upon that Crown ; That they | a 

could make better uſe of the Dutch | a 
Fleets, than of a few poor Fiſher Towns | r 

that they ſhould be reducd to if any | 
Violations were made, either upon their | i: 
Liberties or Religion, That the King of | a 


France had ſeen their Country, and knew | ti 
it, | 
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it, and underſtood it ſo, and faid upon 
all occaſions, That he had rather have 
them for his Friends, than his SubjeQs. 
But if, after all, I concluded their State 
muſt fall in four and twenty hours, yet 
it were better for them to deferr it to 
the laſt hour ; and that it ſhonld happen 
at Night, rather than at Noon. 

This was diſcoursd with ſuch vehe- 
mence and warmth, that he was not able 
togoon; and having ſaid, It was not a 
matter to be reſolv'd between us Two, I 
left him, after wiſhing him health enough 
togo through the thoughts and bulineſles 
of ſo great a ConjunCture, 

Next morning I went to the Prince, 
and, after ſome common talk, told him 
what had paſt in my viſit to the Penlioner, 
and ask'd His Highneſs, If he had ſeen 
him ſince, or knew any thing of it ? He 
faid, No; and ſo I told him the detail of 
it: and upon concluſion, That he ſaid he 
law nothing elſe to be done, but to make 
a Separate Peace ; and that he knew not 
a Man in Holland who was not of his 
mind. The Prince interrupted me, ſay- 
ing, Yes, I am ſure I know one, and that 
is My Self, and I will hinder it as long 
as Ican ; bur if any thing ſhould happen 
to me, I know it would be done in two 
days 
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days time. I ask'd him, Whether he was 
of the Penſioner's mind, as to what he 
thought likely to happea the next Cam. 
pania ? He faid, The appearances were 
ill ; but Campania's did not always end 
as they began : That accidents might 
happen which no Man could foreſee ; and 
that if they came to one fair Battel, none 
could anſwer for the Event. That the 
King might make the Peace, if he pleas, 
before it began ; but if we were ſo indit. 
ferent as to let this Seaſon paſs, for his 
part, he muſt go on, and take his fortune, 
That he had ſeen that morning a poor 
Old Man, tugging alone in a little Boat 
with his Oars, againſt the Eddy of a Sluce 
upon a Canal; that when with the laſt 
endeavours he was juſt got up tothe place 
intended, the force of the Eddy carried 
him quite back again ; but he tura'd his 
Boat as ſoon as he could, and fell to his 
Oars again ; and thus three or four time 
while the Prince ſaw him. Andconclu- 
ded, this Old Man's buſineſs and His were 
too like one another, and that he ought 
however to do juſt as the Old Man did, 
without knowing what would ſucceed, 
—"—_ than what did inthe poor Mans 
ale. 


All 
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All that paſſed upon theſe Diſcourſes, 

[ repreſented very particularly to the 
Court ; the firſt part immediately to the 
King, the reſt to the Secretaries of State, 
and added my own opinion, That if His 
Majeſty continued to interpoſe no further 
than by the bare and common Offices of 
his Mediation in the place and forms of 
a Treaty, and the Auſtrians held off from 
the progreſs of it,as well as the Northern 
Allies, and as they had all hitherto done, 
it would certainly follow, that the French 
and Dutch would fall! into private Nego- 
giations, and by what I could obſerve on 
both ſides, were like to adjuſt them in a 
very little time, and leave them ready 
to clap up a Peace in two days, when 
the Dutch ſhould grow more impatient 
of the ſlowneſs or unlincereneſs of their 
Allies proceedings in the General Treaty, 
or whenever the violent humour of the 
People ſhould force the Prince to fall in- 
to the ſame Opinion with the States up- 
on this matter. This I eſteem'd my ſelf 
oblig'd to ſay, that His Majeſty might 
want no lights that were neceſſary upon 
© nice, and yet ſo dangerous a Con- 
junture. I had His Majeſty's Anſwer in 
along Letter of his own Hand, complain- 
ing much of the Confederate Miniſters 
in 
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in Ezz2/and caballing with Parliament- 
Men, and raifing all Mens Spirits as high 
againſt the Peace as they could ; and 
that they had done it to ſuch a degree, 
as made it very difficult for him to make 
any ſteps with Fraxce towards a General 
Peace, unleſs the Dutch Ambaſſador 
would firſt put in a Memorial, preſſing 
His Majelty from the States to do it, and 
declaring, That without it they ſaw Flan- 
ders would be loſt. 

From Secretary Williamſon I had no 
other Anſwer material upon all the Pen. 
fioners Diſcourſes, nor my own Opinion 
upon the preſent ConjunCture, but That 
His Majeſty, and the Lords of the Fo- 
reign Committee wonder'd I ſhould 
think the French were ſo ready for a Se- 
parate Peace, if the Dutch ſhould fall in- Þ 0 
to thoſe thoughts ; and that they did || 3; 
not remember they had ever receiv*'d any Þ| lie: 
thing from either Me, or my Colleague Þ anc 
at Nimeguen, that look'd that way. Upon 
which, I told him the frequent Conver- || plai 
fations I had had with Monſieur Colbert | aw 
upon that Subje&, andthe ſeveral Let- | fide 
ters the Penſioner had ſhewed me from | jeſt) 
the Mareſchal 4” E/rades, or his Inſtru- | yo 
ment at Maſtrich;. But to all this I re- | to d 


ceived no Anſwer, nor ſo much as Re- [ton 
fleCtion, 
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fleQion, tho'I chought this part was my 
duty as Ambaſſador atthe Hue, whether 
it Were {oas Mediator at Nimeguen Or Agr. 

The Prince and Penfioner were both 
williag the King ſhould be comply'd 
with an the Government of Monſieur Va 
Beaningham's Poces and Language at 
London ; but preſs'd me to write once 
more, to know His Majeſty's Opinion 
upon the terms of a Peace ; or elle, he 
ſaid, it would be too late, while the 
Selon advanc'd towards the Campania. 
Upon which, I deſir'd him to conſider, 
there might be three Weeks difference 
berween his firſt telling his own Thoughts 
to His Majeſty, and receiving His Maje- 
{&y's Opinion upon it; or ſending firſt to 
know His Majeſty's, then returning his 
own,and afterwards expeCting the King's 
again, in caſe they differ'd : beſides, I be- 
lev'd His Majeſty would take it kinder, 
and as a piece of more Confidence, if 
His Highneſs made no difficulty of ex- 
plaining himſelf firſt. The Prince paus'd 
awhile, and then ſaid, To ſhew the Con- 
hdence he defir'd to live in with His Ma- 
jſty, he would make no further difficul- 
tyof it, tho? he might have many reaſons 
todo it. That if the King had a mind 


to make a ſudden Peace, he thought he 
mult 
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muſt do it upon the foot of 47x /2 Chape 
pelle ; which he would have the more 
m_ for, becauſe it was a Peace he 
th made and warranted. That for 
Exchanges, he thought there ſhould be 
no other proposd. upon it, but only of 
Aeth and Charleroy for Aire and St. Omer, 
which two laſt he thought imported a 
great deal more to Fraxce than the 0. 
thers, unleſs they would declare that 
they intended to end this War with the 
proſpeCt of beginning another, by which 
they might get the reſt of Flanders. That 
this was all needed paſs between Fran 
and Spain; and for the Emperor and 
this State, that the firſt having taken 
Philipsburgh from the French, ſhould raze 
it; and the Frexch having taken Ms 
ftricht from the Dutch , ſhould raze it 
too, and fo this whole War ſhould pals, 
As a Storm that has Comme au tourbilion qui aviit 
ceasd , after it had offs þ op" avoir menace beaw (i 


threatned much, and 
made bur little Alrera» £©0#p fait fort pen de rem 


tions in the World, ments at monde. 

I was fſurpriz'd to hear a Propoſition 

ſo on the ſudden, ſo ſhort, and fo dect 

ſive, and that ſeem'd ſo eafie towards 1 

ſhort Cloſe, if His Majeſty ſhould fall 

into it ; andl eſteem it a ſtrain in the 

Prince of the moſt conſummate Know- 

ledge 
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Afﬀairs, and moſt deciſive Judgment up- 
on them, that he could have given afrer 
the ' longeſt Deliberation and matureſt 
Advice. I obſerv*d however to His High- 
neſs upon it, That he had not explain'd 
what was to become of Lyorr:1in and Bur- 
gundy; and next, Whether he believd it 
at all likely, that Frazce, after ſuch Ac- 
quilitions made in this War, and ſo ma- 
ny more expeded, ſhould come to ſuch 
Reſtitutions of what they poſſeſs'd, with- 
out any equivalent. The Prince reply'd, 
Both were explain'd by the Terms he 
ropos'd of Aix /a Chapelle ; That for 

Lorain, France never pretended to keep 
t, but from the laſt Duke only. Thar 
Bergxndy could not be parted with by 
$42, without the French reſtoring fo 
many Towns for it in Flanders as would 
niſe endleſs Debates, draw the Buſineſs 
no lengths, and 40 leave it to the De- 
alion of another Campania. For the Se- 
nd, he ſaid, He had reaſon to doubt it, 
ad did not believe it would be done, but 
y- His Majeſty's vigorous Interpoſition, 
that he was ſure it would be eafily 

etted ; but if His Majeſty would not 
eavour it, the War muſt go on, and 
Almighty muſt decide ic. Thar all 
— Qs the 
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the Allies would be glad of it, and 
believd that upon Dox Johy's coming 
to the Head of the Spaniſh Aﬀairs, 
there would be a new World there. 
That however, one Town well defended, 
or one Battel well fought, might change 
the Scene. ' That for Himſelf, he would 
confeſs, the King could never do ſo kind 
a part, as to bring him with ſome Ho- 
nour out of this War, and upon ſome 
moderate terms : but if he was content 
that France ſhould make them inſupport 
able, they would venture All, rather than 
receive them. And for: Holland's ms 
king it a Separate Peace, let the Penſiv- 
ner, or any others tell me what they 
would, they ſhould never do it while fe 
was alive, and was able to hinder it ; and 
he would fay one thing more to me, That 
he believ'd he was able to hinder it: 
That if he died, he knew it would be 
done next day : but when that ſhoull 
happen, this Matter muſt be ſome othen 
care,and perhaps We in Exz/and were ti 
moſt concern'd to look after it. 

[ promis'd to repreſent all he had fai 
directly to His Majeſty, and fo I di 
immediately ; and the Prince went next 
day to Dieren, within fix Leagues of Nj 
mgaer, where I promisd to come to hi 

a 
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as ſoon as I ſhould be poſſeſs'd of His Ma- 
jeſty's Anſwer. And I am the more 
particular in all chefeDiſcourſes with the 
Prince and the Penfioner upon this great 
Conjuncture, becauſe they do not only 
diſcover the true Springs from which 
the Peace was afterwards deriv*d , but 
repreſent moſt of the Intereſts of Chr:- 
ſftendom , as they were obſerv'd by the 
two Perſons that, next to Monſieur De 
Witt, underſtood them the beft of any 
I ever met with in the courſe of my Ne- 
gotiations. 

After the Prince was gone, I had one 
Conference more with the Penſioner, who 
told me, He was ſtill of opinion it muſt 
come to a S-parate Peace ; That he had 
told the Emperor's Miniſters the ſame 
thing ; and that if they did not at /7- 
enna fall into the Meaſures propos'd and 
infiſted on by the States, before the mid- 
de of February next,they ſhould be forc'd 
to make it, That if Do Emanuel de Lyra 
had not now afſurd them of the Remi/es 
being aCQtually come from Spain, for pay» 
ment of the laſt Year's Charge of the 
Fleets , both in the Mediterranean and 
Baltick , according to Agreement , the 
Peace could not have been kept off this 
Winter it ſelf, I told him, The Prince 
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was of another mind, and had faid 19 
me, a Separate Peace ſhould never be 
made while he liv'd; and was able to 
hinder ir ; and that he believ*d he ſhould 
have That in his Power. The Penſioner 
reply'd,, He ſhould come to it with as 
much regret as the Prince himſelf ; but 
that His Highneſs himſelf might be forcd 
to it by the ill ConduCt of his Allies, the 
ill Succelles of the next Campania, and 
the Mutinies of the People, to which they 
were alrcady bur tco much diſpos'd at 
Amſterdam by the Delays of the Treaty 
at Nimeguen. That the late Revolution 
in Spaiz againſt the Queen Regent and 
her Miniſtry, had ſhew'd enough what 
might be brought about by a violent 
and general Humour of the People; and 
the Prince knew the -Country roo well, 
ro go too far againſt it. That it was 1n 
His Majeſty's hands to make a General 
Peace, if he pleas'd, before the Campa- 
nia began ; and perhaps it was 1n the 
Conduct of Sp4im and the Emperor to 
engage Hol[znd in one Campania more, 
by the, Meaſures they bad propos'd: It 
both theſc fail'd, a Separate Peace mult 
be made. | 

While 1 ſtaid at the Hagye, which was 
abgut a Month, my Colleague at. Nime- 
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guen had, it ſeems, found out a Negotia- 
tion grown between the French Ambaſla- 
dors and Mozxſjexr Beverning , ſeparate 
from the Miniſters of his Allies,and with- 
out any Communication of the Media- 
tors, which they ſuſpeted would end in 
a Separate Peace. Of this they thought 
fit to give part to the Court, and of their 
Suſpicions upon it, as they had done in 
my Abſence ; and receivd an immediate 
Order upon it, That in caſe they found 
a Separate Peace concluding or conclu- 
ded between France and. Holland at Ni- 
meguen, they ſhould protelt publickly a- 
gainſt it in his Majeſty's Name. This my 
Colleague, Sir Lioxe! Jenkins writ to me 
at the _ about the 10th of January, 
and was 1n great pain upon it. He ap- 
prehended che thing, but expeCted not 
to know it till ic was done, and then 
doubted any good Conſequences from 
our Proteſtation : He defir'd I would 
both ſend him my , Thoughts upon 
it, and the ſame to Court as ſoon as I 
could. 

I did ſo, both to my, Lord Treaſurer, 
and Mr, Secretary Coventry, and told 
them very freely, That I could not un- 
derftand the reaſon or the drift of ſuch 
an Order as my Colleagues had receiv'd 
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to make ſuch a Proteſtation. That if a 
Separate Peace between Fraxce and Hol- 
{and were thought as dangerous in the 
Court, as F knew it was in the Country, 
the King might endeavour to prevent it, 
and had it ftill in his power, as he had 
had a freat whik: Burt if it were one 
concluded, I did not fee any other effet 
of our Proteſtation, nnleſs 1t wers to ir- 
ritate both the Parties, and bind thetji 
the faſter, by our being angry #t their 
conjunQion. Nor did I know what 
_ could be given for ſuch a Prote- 

ation; for tho' the Parties had accepted 
His Majeſty's Mediation of a General 
Peace, yet none of them had obligd 
themſelves to His Majeſty not to treat a 
Separate One, or without His Offices of 
Mediztion: And if they had, I did hot 
ſee why the ſame Intereſts that could 
mike them GEL—_ ſo many Ob- 
ligations to their Allies, ſhould not thaks 
them as bold with a Mediator. That & 
to prevefit the thing rnay be a very wile 
and neceſſary Councel, fo His Majeſty 
Reſolution in it ought to be fignifted as 
early as can be, where it 1s likely to be 
of moment ro that end, which was to 
Frazxe : But if the thing ſhould be firſt 
dotie; as I could not tell how well to 
is | | ground 
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ground our Offence, fo I could as little 
how to ſeek our Revenge ; and it wonld 
be to ſtay till we were (tuck, and then 
truſt to crying ont. That, to the beſt of 
my ſenſe, it were better to anger any One 
of the Parties before a Separate Peace, 
than Both of them after ; and if we muſt 
ſtrain any points of Courtefie with them 
to do it rather by making a Fair and 
General Peace, than by complaining or 
proteſting againlk a Separate One. 

I thought, I confefs, That this Repre- 
fent2tron from my Colleagues, without 
iny knowledge of mine , or ſafpicion 
that the matter was working up at N+- 
metuen when I left it, and yet agreeing ſo 
mich with what I had foreſeen and re- 
preſented from the Hague, and meeting 
ſuch 4 Refertment at our Court, as ap- 
pear'd by the Order tranſmitted to my 
Colleagues uport it ; There was little 
queſtior! bur His Majeſty would declare 
bitmfelf wpþort the Terms of a General 
Peace to both Parties, which I knew 
very well wou'ld be refus'd by neither, 
f he were poſitive in it, and fupported, 
$ he would certainly have been by 
| the Prince. But our Cottncils at Court 
| were fo in Balance, between the Defires 
j | of livigg at leaft fait with France, os 
| the 
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the Fears of too much diſpleaſing the 
Parliaments upon their frequent Sellions, 
that our Paces upon this whole Aﬀair 
look'd all like croſs Purpoſes, which no 
Man at Home or Abroad could well un- 
derſtand, and were often miſtaken by 
both Parties engagd in the War, as well 
as by both Parties in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, till the thing was wreſted out of 
our hands. 

About the twenty fifth of January, 
1677, Ireceiv'd His Majeſty's Anſwer to 
my laſt Diſpatches by the Prince's Di- 
reQions, and carried them immediately 
away to Diaren, which was little out of 
my way to Nimeguer, and there com- 
municated them to the Prince. They 
conſiſted of two Parts ; The Firſt, An 
Offer of His Majeſty's entring into the 
ſtrongeſt defenſive Alliance with the 
States, thereby to ſecure them fromall 
Apprehenfions from Frazce , after the 
Peace ſhould be made. The Second wasHis 
Majeſty's Remarks, rather than Conclu- 
lion or Judgment upon the Terms pro- 
pos'd by the Prince for a Peace... That he 
believd it might be compaſs'd with 
France, upon the exchange of. Cambray, 
Ayre, and St. Omer, for Aeth, Chanleroy, 
Oudenarde, Conde, , and Bouchain.;. an 

this 
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this Scheme was ' what His Majeſty 
thought poſſible to be obtain'd of France, 

tho' not what was to be wiſhed. 
| obſerved the Prince's Countenance to 
change when Ilnam'd Cambray and thereſt 
of the Towns, yer he heard methrough, 
and the many nice Reaſons of Sir J.—— 
W-——— upon the matter, as of a dou- 
ble Frontier this would give to Flanders, 
the Safery whereof was the thing borh 
His Majeſty and the States were moſt 
concern'd in, and many other ways of 
cutting the Feather : After which the 
Prince ſaid, He believ'd Dinner was rea- 
dy, and we would talk of it after we 
had din'd, and 10 went out ; but as he 
was near-the Door, he turn'd to me and 
ſid, Tho' we ſhould talk more of it after 
Dinner, yet he would tell me now, and 
in few words, That he muſt rather die 
than make ſuch a Peace. | 
After Dinner, we went again into his 
Chamber, where he began with telling 
me F had ſpoil'd his Dinner ; That he 
had not expected ſuch a return of the 
Confidence he had begun towards His 
Majeſty. : He obſerv'd the Offer of Alli- 
ance cameto me in a Letter of His Ma- 
eRy's own: Hand ; but That about the 
Terms. of a Pcace, from the Secretary 
only; 
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only ; That ir was in a Style, as if he 
thought him a Child, or to be fed 
with Whipt Cream ; That fince all this 
had been before the Foreign Committee, 
He knew very well it had been with the 
French Ambaſſador too, and that the 
Terms were his, and a great deal worſe 
than they could have direCttly from 
France. He caſt them up diſtinctly, and 
what in plain Language they amounted 
to ; That Spain muſt part with all By: 
gundy, Cambray, Aire, and St. Omer, 
which were of the value of two other 
Provinces in the conſequences of any Wy 
between France and Spain, and. all for 
the five Towns mentiond ; That in 
{hort, all muſt be ventur'd, ſince He was 
in, and found no orher way out. I told 
the Prince that I hop'd he would ſend 
His Majeſty his own Thoughts upon it; 
but that he would think a little more 
before he did it. He ſaid, He would 
write to the King that Night, but would 
not enter into the derail of the Buſinels, 
which was not worth the Pains, but 
would leave it to me. He defir'd me 
further to let His Majeſty know, that he 
had been very plain in what he had told 
me of his own Thoughts upon this whole 
matter, and had gone as low as he os 
wit 
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with any regard to the ſafety of his 
Country, and his Allies, or his Honour ; 
That he doubted whether Spaiz would 
ever have conſented to thoſe very Terms; 
but for theſe, He knew they could not, 
tho' they were ſure to loſe all Flanders 
by the War : And for himſelf, He could 
never propoſe it to them ; but if Flax- 
ders were left in that poſture, it could 
never be defended upon another Invaſion, 
neither by Holand nor Exeland it ſelf ; 
and he was fo far of the Spaniard*s Mind, 
That if Flanders mult be loſt, it had bet- 
ter be ſo by a War than by a Peace ; 
That whenever that was, Holland muſt 
fall into an abſolute dependance upon 
France, (0 that what His Majeſty offter'd 
of an Alliance with them, would be to 
no purpoſe, for they would not be made 
the Stage of a War after the loſs of Flan- 
ders, and wherein they were ſure no Al- 
liance of His Majeſty , nor Forces nei- 
ther could defend them. He concluded, 
That if His Majeſty would help him our 
of this War with any Honour and Safe- 
ty, either upon kindneſs to him, or con- 
ideration of what Concernment his own 
Crowns were like to have in the iſſue of 
this Aﬀair, He wouid acknowledge, and 
endeavour to deſerve it as long as he 

liv'd; 
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liv'd; if not, the War muſt go on, be 
the event what it would ; and for His 
own part, He would rather charge a 
thouſand Men with an hundred, nay, 
tho* he were ſure todie in the Charge, 
than enter into any concert of a Peace 
upon theſe Conditions. 

I gave His Majeſty an account of all 
that paſs'd in this [nterview, and return'd 
to my Poſt at Nimeguen. 

The Allies had taken great umbrage 
at my Journy to the Hazae, as delignd 
for negotiating ſome Separate Peace be- 
tween Fraxce and Holland ; but the 
Prince and Penſioner ſeem'd careleſs to 
ſatisfie them, and made that uſe only of 
it, to let them know that no ſuch thing 
was yet intended, but that Folland 
would be forc'd to it at laſt, if the Em« 
peror and $pary fell not into thoſe Mea- 
ſures that they had propos'd to them 
both at Viewna and Madrid, for the vi- 
gorous proſecution of the next Campa- 
nia, which had ſome effeCt at Vienna, but 
little 1n Spain or Flanders, as was felt in 
the beginning of the Spring. 

Art my return to Nzmegnen, I found 
that in my Abſence Count K 7»ks5k; was 
arriv'd, who was a Perſon of great Parts, 
of a ſharp and quick Apprehenſion, but 
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exat and ſcrupulons in his ConduR, 
rigid in his Opinions, never before vers'd 
in theſe ſort of Imployments, and there- 
by very punctilious ; This had engag'd 
him in Difficulties upon the Ceremony 
of Viſits, both with my Colleagues and 
the French upon his firſt arrival, which 
laſted with theſe till the end of the Con- 
oreſs, ſo as to hinder all Viſits between 
them; but I had the good fortune to 
retrieve all ill Correſpondence that had 
happen'd between the Mediators and 
him ; I found likewiſe that a ſecret In- 
telligence was grown between the 
French and Dutch Ambaſſadors, which 
was manag'd by Monſieur Olivecrantz, 
the ſecond Swediſþ Ambaſſador, and 
wholly apart from my Colleagues, whoſe 
Intervention had been only us'd when 
the matter was firſt agreed \ between 
thoſe Parties. That Monſieur Bewverning 
drove on very violently towards a Peace, 
and with little regard of his Allies, and 
laid he had order from the States, De 
pouſſer I affaire tant qu'il lui To puſh the Buſiney 
ſeroit poſſuble, That thoſe Am- #2 3s far as it is poſlible. 
baſſadors had come to a ſort of agreement 
about the form and number of Powers, 
which was, That the Mediators ſhould he 
delird to draw up a form of Preamble, 
w hich 
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which ſhould be common to all the Par. 
ties, and contain nothing more, bur that 
ſuch and ſuch Princes, out of a ſincere de. 
fire of Peace,had ſent ſuch and ſuch Per. 
ſons to Nimeguen, which had been choſe 
for the Place of Treaty, by the inter. 
ceſlion of the King of Great Britain, 
That the Mediators ſhould likewiſe draw 
up an obligatory AQ, tobe ſignd by the 
ſeveral Ambaſſadors, and put into their 
hands on the ſame day, for the procuring 
new Powers within ſixty days after the 
Date. That the Titles in the new Pow. 
ers ſhould be inſerted, b9z4 fide, accord- 
ing to the uſual Stile of the Chancellary 


_ of each Court ; and that an AQ of Sal. 


vo ſhould be ſign'd by the ſeveral Am: 
baſſadors, for no Conlequence to be 
drawn hereafter,for the uſe or omiſſion 
of any Titles in theſe Powers. 

I found likewiſe, that theſe Points had 
been agreed among all the Allies , by 
the formal Intervention of my Col- 
leagues, after they had firſt been concert- 
ed between the French and Dutch, That 
theſe Ambaſſadors had entred into 4 
courſe of mutual Viſits, owning publick- 
ly, That they did it, as neceſſary to fa- 
Cilitate the Progreſs of the Treaty ; and 
that the Dutch began to talk of haiſhing 
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2n' eventual -Treaty (as they calPd it) 
for themlelyes, as.ſoon as the Atts about 
Powers were; wholly diſpatched, which 
ſhould: not- take; Place till the General 
Peace was iConcluded, but after which 

They , the Dutch, intended to implopy 

their Offices between' their Alljes'.and 

the Frensh, , c; Is 

I found likewiſe , that Mr. Hide: had 

encreas'd | the, number. of the Mediators 
iamy Abſence, who having been ſeat in- . 
to Polaxud the Summer palt, to Chriſten 

that;King's Child, and to condole with 

the Emperour upon the late Empreſs's 

Death, had pertormed.che firſt Compli- 
ment from his Majeſty ; but upon, his 

wming; from thence, to Y:zexna, found 
the Emperour married, and fo paſs'd on 
rivately. home, and arrived at Nimegyen, 
hon'after I left it upon my Journey to 
the Hague 3 where he came to me, after 

having ' ſtaid a Fortnight at NVimeguen, 

- Ufecold/me at the Hague, That upon his 

- Jieturn by Rotzerdam, he had there- met 

| Uletters from Court with a Commiſſion 

| Ito. ſtop for ſome ſhort time at Nimeguen, 

- Jand take the Charafter, of one of the 

- J\mbaſſadors Mediators there, by which 

| Jie might be enabled at his return to give 

s [his Majeſty an Account of the State 
a]. R and 
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and Progreſs of Aﬀairs there. He ſaid, 
this Commiſſion was intended to find 
him at Nemig»en, upon the ſtop he made 
there ; but having not arriv'd til he had 
left that Place, he was in doubt whether 
he ſhould make any uſe of it or no, and 
defir'd my Advice, whether to returrit9 
Nimeguen, or to go forward for En. 
land. 1 eafily perceivd what this Diſpatch 
was intended for, to introduce him into 
thoſe kinds of CharaQters and Employ. 
ments ; and ſo adviſed him to go back to 
Nimegnen, which he did, and made a part 
of the Ambaſly during a ſhort ſtay there, 
bur ''Excns'd himſelf from entring into 
the management of any Conferences vr 
Diſpatches ; ſo that by his Modeſty , and 
Lord Berkley's great Age and Inft- 
mittes, the Fatigue of that Employtnett 
lay Rill upon Me and Sir Liomel Fenkine, 
who writ alternatively the Diſpatches 
from the Ambaſſy to Court, and the 6 
thers to other Princes and Miniſters, by 
concert, all the while I was upon rhe 

Place. 
; I found likewiſe at my return to N+ 
megyutn forme few Difficulties yet remain- 
ing, which obſtryed the Diſpatch in 
tended about the Powers. For tho' the 
French had conſented to furniſh nev 
Powers, 
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Powers, and ſeveral for the Emperor, 
Spain, Denmark, and Hollend ; yee they 
refasd a. diſtin one for Brandenburgh, 
which theſe Miniſters inſiſted an ;- and 
the Dw#ch where in luch Obligations to 
that Prince, that they were forc'd to do 
ſo 499, ;:tho* unwillingly, as doubting the 
Succels with Fraxce, and foreſeeing- the 
Conſequence of the {ame Pretence to be 
rais'd upon it by other Princes of Germa- 
my; a9t only Ele@ors, but the Houſes of 
Lanienburghand Nienburgh,who yieldedto 
the EleQors in no Point but that oae of 
Precedence. But the' Durch, to diſtinguiſh 
that of Brandenburgh, alledg'd to us, that 
he was Principal in the War of Sredez, 
and ſo could not be included as an Ally, on- 
lycichet by the Emperor, or by the States 
The Daniſh Ambaſlador ftood politive- 
F-upoh the common Ule of the Lats 
Tongue between France and them in 
their Powers,or elſe to give his in Dax/ſb, 
they gave theirs in French. Theſe ſaid, 
That it was a Novelty and an [mperti- 
nence; and that if in all the Intercourſe 
that had ever been between thoſe Two 
Crowns', the Language had not been 
French on their ſide, and Latin, on the 
Danes, even in any one Inſtrument, they 
were content they ſhould give their 
R 2 Powers 
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Powers'not only in D#-//þ,-but in Hebrew 
if they pleasd.. The Daze ſaid, He could 
not give account of-all Preſidents ; that 
if Hl:ones had been-hitherto usd, 'twas 
time- to eſtabliſh new 'ones that were 
good, - That his Maſter had more Right 
todo it than any former King, being now 
Succeſhve in that Crown, which was be- 


. fore'eleftive; and being more Abſolute 


The Will 
of rhe 
King. 


in his Dominions than' any other King 
of Chriſtendom 6 for there was NOW No- 
thing in Deam1#k,but La volonte du Roy; 
upon-all which he faid his Orders were 
poſitive, and he could not proceed with: 

out the Style he pretended. * ' 
Theſe two Points chiefly had obſtruQ- 
ed the final Agreement} about the:Pow: 
ers, for near a Month ; after which we 
prevail'd with the Frexch to yield to new 
Powers for Brind&nburoh, npon Aſſurance 
from the Dutch Ambaſſadors, that they 
expected no ſuch Pretenfion for any other 
of their Germ-a, Allies : bur that if any 
ſhould be rais*d and-refus'd by ' Franc, 
yet that ſhould not hinder or delay the 
Dutch from proceeding in the Treaty, 
The Daniſh Pretence about the .Langua- 
ges, being neither conntenanc'd nor ap- 
prov'd by any of his Allies, was at laſt 
yielded by him, which had been better 
never 
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never ſtarted, as having loſt him ground 
in that which was intended by it, which 
was to eſtabliſh the Principle of a Parity 
among Crown d Heads, 

There was an Accident happen'd like- 
wiſe in my abſence, which had rais'd 
great Heats among the Parties. Upon 
Count K/z45s%7's Arrival, the Allies began 
their Meetings at his Houſe ; by which 
they hop'd to govern the general Reſo- 
lutions , and keep the Alliance from 
breaking into any ſeparate Pieces. The 
Dutch Ambaſſadors, who pretended to 
influence the Peace more than any of 
their Allies, ſtomach'd the Count's De- 
ign and Carriage at theſe Conferences, 
where they faid he pretended to be ſole 
Dictator, and they were unwilling to en- 
terinto plain ContradiCtions, or the ſame 
Heats at his own Houſe ; upon which 
they went to the Stadthoulſe, and choſe 
there a Room for their Conferences a- 
nong all the Allies, which upon the 
irſt PraCtice gave great Offence to the 
Fren:h Ambaſſadors. They faid it was a 
breach upon the Nentrality of the Place 
ctabliſh'd by the Aſſembly's being there, 
and that the Dutch had now arrogated 
to themſelves the Dilpoſal of the Town- 
tdouſe, without common Agreement. 

R 3 The 
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The Dutchalledg'd, the Rooms they had 
taken, were not belonging tothe Town, 
but to the Nobles of Gel/derland, and 
were below Stairs, and that all above, re 
main'd to be diſpos'd of ſtill by the Me. 
diators for the common Uſe of the Par. 
ties when they ſhould delire tt. The 
French were not ſatisfied with theſe Rea- 
ſons, and threarned to break the Aſſem- 
bly. We at laſt prevaiPd with rhe Allies 
to forbear the Uſe of the Stadthour, till 


we drew upa formal Propoſal to be made- 


by us the Mediators, to all Parties, de- 
firing them, that for their eaſe and Con. 
venience, all Parties would meet in one 
Room at the Stadthouſe, or at leaſt the 
two Alliances in two ſeveral Rooms, 
whilſt we ſhould meet in another, and 
be there ready to perform all Offices be- 
tween them, This laſt was accepted, and 
we delign'd the ſeveral Rooms for our 
Selves and the Parties, but were forc'd to 
find two Rooms for the Frenchand Swecer 
to meet apart, whoſe Competition, tho 
Allies, would not ſuffer them to meet 
in one, oy decide it by lot, as the Spaniara 
and Daxe had done. 

There remain'd one Difficulty more, 
which particularly concern'd His Ma- 
jeſty. Both French and Spaziaras, : 

we 
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well as Imperialiſts, had inſiſted even 
with Emulation, That the Pope's Media- 
tion ſhould be mention'd in the new 
Powers, .as well as his Majeſty's. The 
Dutch and Dazes both had abſolutely re- 
fusd to treat upon any Powers where 
the Pope's Mediation ſhould be mentio- 
ned. We had likewiſe repreſented to 
them how great a Difference there was 
between his Majeſty's Mediation, that 
had been accepted by all parties, and the 
Pope's, that had been fo only by a part 
of them ; and the very mention of it ab- 
ſolutely refus'd by ſeyeral others, to be 
admitted into the Powers. That his Ma- 
jeſty's Mediation had propos'd the Place 
of Treaty, exchang'd the Paſſports,form'd 
the aſſembly, manag'd all che Negotiati- 
ons init ſo long, without the appearance 
of any Miniſter from the Pops, or know- 
edge whether he would be receiv'd it he 
ame, or by whom his Mediation would 
be accepted or imploy'd, At length ir 
was refoly'd, That the mention of his 
. | Majeſty's Mediation alone,ſhould be made 
{| a the ſeveral Powers : and fo all being 
agreed, about the middle of February all 
the ſeveral Atts were ſigned, and put in- 
toour Hends,and by us exchang'd among 
the ſeyeral Parties. 
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of a Peace, when they ſhould be able to 
preſcribe, rather than to treat them. 

By theſe; Propoſitions of the ſeveral 
Parries, it eaſily appear'd to the World, 
what wiſe Men knew before, how little 
Hopes there were of a Peace, from the 
Motions of this Treaty in the preſent 
Circumſtances of Afﬀairs, and how it was 
wholly to be expetted from the courſe 
and influence of future Events in the 
Progreſs of the War. 

About the 24th. of February, T went 
to the Prince at his Houle at Soe/dite, 
a Day's Journey from NVimegues, upon a 
Letter from his Highneſs, deſiring it of 
me. 1 had about a Week before written 
to him by the King's Command, upon 
which his Highneſs deſir'd to ſpeak with 
me. I wentand told him the Contents 
of my Laſt Diſpatch, He ask'd me 
whether it were from the King him 
ſelf, or from any of the Miniſters. | 
told him, it was from Secretary Wit 
liamſon, by the King's Command. The 
Prince faid, Then he knew from 
whence it came; but however, deſird 
me to read the Particulars to him, which 
were the King's Apprehenſion of a Mil- 
take 1n the Prince, becauſe the Terms 
mention'd by his Majeſty were not any 
{ Propo- 
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Propoſitions / which he did not think 
his part to make) nor had he any Au- 
thority for 1t, but only a piece of Conkhi- 
dence he had enterd into with the 
Prince. Next, That the Exchange of 
Cambray, was only propos'd, asa thing to 
be wilh'd, that ſo ſix Towns might be 
reſtord to Spain, inſtead of five the 
Prince had proposd, which in his Ma- 
jeſtys Opinion would make a kind of 
a doub!e Frontier to Bruſſels, and fo leave 
Flanders ſafer than by the Prince's 
Scheme ; therefore his Majeſty delfir'd 
the Prince would think further of ir, 
and not let it fall ſo flat as hedid by his 
aft Anſwer,withour trying what it could 
be beaten out to. But however offer, 
That if his Highneſs had any other Pro- 
poſition to make to Fraxce, the King 
would very readily hand it over to-them 
in the beſt manner he could. 

W hiP{ I was reading this to the Prince, 
He could wy hear it out with any 


Patience, Sir W. 's Style 
was always ſa diſagreeable to him ; and 
he thonght the whole caſt of this ſo ar- 
tificial, that he receiv'd ic at firſt with 
Indignation and Scorn, rather than with 
thoſe further Thoughts that were deſir'd 
of him, He faid the Sty!e of Lerring r 
A 
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fall fo flat, was my Lord Arlingtor's and, 
The double Frontier,.as it were, for Bruflels, 
was ſome of the. Secretary's Creſme 
Poitte, and fit for Children. The reſt he 
took to be all the French Ambaſlador's, 
who would fain continue a private Treaty 
wich him by the King's Hand, while His 
Maſter went into the Field. His An- 
{wer was very plain: That he had 
thought enough of it, and had no more 
to ſay at this rime ; That when he ſpoke 
to me ſo lately at the Hague, He believ'd 
the Peace might have been made, and 
upon better terms than he propos, if 
the King had deſir'd them from Fraxce, 
either upon Kindneſs to Him, or upon 
the Intereſts of his own Crowns. That 
he was ſorry to find the King's Thoughts 
ſo difterent from his, and that whenever 
they fgrew nearer, he ſhould be glad to 
know it. But he look'd now upon the 
Campania as begun ; and believ'd at the 
time we talk'd,the Guns were playing be- 
fore Valencieanes. That he ſaw now no 
hopes of a Peace, but expeCted a long War, 
unleſs Flazders (hould be loſt, and 1n that 
caſe the States muſt make the beſt terms R 
they could. That he expeQteda very ill J | 
Beginning of the Campana, and to I | 
make an ill Figure init himſelf,and to bu G 

the 
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the Shame of Faults that others would 
make ; ' but if the Emperor perform'd 
what he' had promis'd, the Campania 
might not end asit began. That however 
he was'm, and muſt go on, 
Et quant on eſt a la:grande meſſe And when one is 
on yet (meaning, I ſuppoſe 7 ESI ns 
that one muſt ſtay till 'tis done, 
becauſe the Crowd is fo great one can't 
et cut) Thar he gave his Majeſty thanks 
rhis offer of handing over to France any 
Propoſition he ſhould make ; but that ne- 
ver was His Meaning : For if it had'He 
could eafily have found a direter way. 
That his Intention was only to enter in- 
toa Confidence with His Majeſty upon 
the Subject of the Peace, and to owe it 
wholly to him ; but'if any thing 'was 
— $e by the King' to France, other- 
wiſe than as his own Thoughts, it muſt 
be from the Body of the Alliance, and 
not from: Him, © * þ i hrÞ 
Aﬀer theſe Diſconrſes, the Prince 
went Immediately away for the Hague, 
and I return'd to Vimeguen, where all Ne- 
ractons {eem'd wholly at a ſtand, and 
0 continu d till towards the end of Apri/. 
In this time arriv'd Monſieur Srratman, 
one of the Imperial Ambaſſadors; Mon- 
lieur Chriſtin, one of the Spaniſh ;- but 
He 
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He and Dos Pedro having only the Cha. | y 
rater of Plenipotentiaries, and Pretend: d 
ing thereupon the Treatment of Ambaſ. | || 
s, and the Frexch and Swedes refy. | t| 
ſing it to that CharaCter, they continued | 6 
mcopnito till the Arrival of the Marqueſs | $ 
de Palbaces. | 
For Monſieur S:ratmax upon. his Noti- 
fication to the ſeveral Ambaſſadors (as 
he faid at the ſame time ,) the Dare and 
the Sueds made him firſt their Viſits, 
and after them the Frexch ; whereupon 
having firſt made his to the th 
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he retura'd them to the Swxdes, the 
Daze being out of Town, after which 
he ſent to demand an Hour of the Frexch; 
but Monſieur 4 Efrates return'd him 
an{wer, that having fail'd of the Reſpe& 
due to the King his Maſter, they would 
not admit of any Viſit from him. Here 
upon Monſieur K;»kskz and Srratmen de 
fir'd us to know upon what Point the 
Frexth refus'd their Viſit, ſaying It could 
be upon no other but a Pretence of Pre- 
terenceto all other Crowns, and expett- 
ing the firſt Vilit to be made the Frencd, 
tho' other Ambafladors had firſt viſited 
the lmperialifts. This they defir'd much 
the French would avow, believing i 
would embroil them with the ny 

we 
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well as with us, who they knew wovld 
declare againſt any frch ' Pretence. But 
the - Fremeh, upon ' bur: application from 
the lenperialiſts), kept ſtanch to their 
firſt anſwer, That Monfiear | 
Stratnam, avoit mangue dare = been wanting in 
ſpe au Roylew Maiftye.That e_n® pa aing he 
he had done it in ſeveral 
Poirtts, and knew very well in what : 
And farther than this, they would not 
enter thro-the Matter, but continued po- 
ſrive if tefuling the Viſir. - 

Whilſt ſuch Marretsias theſc help'd ro 
amuſe the Congrefs, 'and- kept rhem in 
Conntenance, the eſſential Parts of the 
Treaty - were managed -m the Field : 
France had in the beginning of the Year 
block'd "up Cambray and Valenciennes, 
about the end of 'F:brauwy, having pro- 
vided ſuffictent Magazines in the Winter 
for the ſubſiftence of their Forces, they 
began to break into Flanders, and into 
the Parts of- Germany on t*other fide the 
R479e, arid with all rhe moſt cruel Rava- 
ges of Burning and ſpoiling thoſe Parts 
| of Germayy that could be exercis'd, and 
|| ſuch as had not yet been us'd on either 
| Side ſince the War began. The Allies 
; | Made complaints of this new manner of 
; | War to His Majeſty, who imployed- his 
| Offices 
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Offices towards 'Fraxce, to hinder (ch 
proſecution ofa Quazrel,, while a Peace 
was treating under; his Mediation.; © bur 
the thing was done,-and their Point was 
gained, which-was, by an entire Ruzn -of 
the-Country, .to hinder the  Imperialiſts 
from finding; a ſubliſtence for .. their 
Troops if they.{hould; march --ipto-A//4- 


. 
* ws 


tia;;4nd thereby divert thole Fexcys-that 


the, French reſolyud to' employ this;Spring 
inFlnders, before the Darch could take 
the Field, and march «&o the relief of tho 

P laces'they intendedto attack, ::/;;; 

- Abont the-ſeventeenth of >March, the 
King of -France.took:V/, alenciennety: baving 
ſurmounted the very. Force,of the: Sea- 
ſons; and ſet, dawn before :it ;abpur the 
beginning of that, Month.. - From thence 
he march'd with a, mighty. Army; and 
laid Siege to Gembray with one fart: of 
it,/'and to St, Omer. with the other, ug- 
derithe Duke of O-/cavs. 'After five days 
Siege from the opening. of the Trenches, 
hetopk Cambray, like all cheother Spanijfp 
Towns, by ſurreader upon- Articles ;, but 
the Cittadel held.'out for ; ſome. Days 
longer, 4 | 1-68 26 4196! 

In the mean-time, the Dy ;.having 
receiv'd their Payments due iran Spain, 
and: finding the French go'on with hey 
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delign upon Flanders, whilſt the Treaty 
ſerv'd but for an Amuſement, reſolv'd to 
go on with the War for another Campa- 
nia; being kept up to this Reſolution by 
the vigor of the Prince of Orange, in 
preffing them upon the obſervance of 
their Treaties, and purſuit of their Inte- 
reſt, in the defence of F/anders. Upon 
the fir ſt motion of the Frexch, the Prince 
had begun to prepare for that of his 
Troops likewie, and preſs'd the Spari- 
ards to have theirs in readineſs to joyn 
him, and with all imaginable Endeavours 
provided for the Subliſtence of his Army 
intheir march through Flanders, which 
the Spaniards had taken no care of. But 
with all the Diligence and Application 
that could be ns'd, he could not come 
to the Relief either of /:/czciennes or 
Canbray, but with part of the Forces of 
the States alone, and without either 
Troops, or ſo much as Guides furniſh'd 
tim by the Spaniards, he marchd dirett- 
ly towards St. Omer, reſolute to raiſe that 
lege with the hazard of a Battel, at 
vhat diſadvantege ſoever. The Duke of 
Orleans leaving a ſmall part of his Troops 
to defend his Trenches before St. Omer, 
march'd to meet the Prince of Orange, 
ind upon the way was reinforc'd by 
S Monſieur 
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Monſieur de Lutzenburgh with all-:the 
Troops the French King could ſend out of 
his Army,teeving only enough to continue 
the Siege before the Cittadel of Cambray. 
Theſe Armics met, and fought with great 
bravery. at Mozr-Caſſel, where, aſter a 
(harp diſpute, the firſt Regiment of the 
Dutch Infantry began to break, and fall 
into diſorder : The Prince went imme- 
diately to that part where the ſhock be- 
gan, rally'd them ſeveral times, and re. 
new*'d the Charge ; bur at laft was born 
down by the plain flight of his Men, 
whom he was forcd to reſiſt like Ene- 
mies, and fall in among them with his 
Sword in his Hand; and cutring the 
firſt croſs over the Face, cry*d out aloud, 


Raſcal ! I'll fcra Corquiz je te marqueray 4 


mark on thee ar leaſt 
tha: I may havg thee 


moins a fin de te faire pen 


after wards, are, Voice nor Action, Threats 


nor Example,could give Courage to Men 
that had already loft 1t; and fo the Prince 
was forc'd to yield to the ſtream that 
carried h1m back to the reſt of his Troops, 
which yer ftood hrm ; with whom, and 
what he could gather of thoſe that had 
been routed, he made a Retreat that 
wanted little of the Honour of a Vitory; 
and will, by the confeſſion of his Ene- 
mies, make a part of that great Chara 
er they lo juſtly allow him. The ſafer) 
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of the Dutch Army ,upon this Misfortune, 
was by them wholly own'd to his High- 
neſs's Conduct, as well as Bravery in the 
courſe of this Action ; afrer which both 
St. Omer and the Cittaciel of Carzbray were 
ſurrendred to the Freach about the twen- 
tieth of April, with which the Spaniards 
loſt the main ſtrength of their Frontier 
of Flanders on that (ide, (as they had 
done that on the other by Aeth and 
Charleroy in the former War,) and all the 
hopes of railing any Contributions in 
France, which was a great part of the 
ſubſiftence of the Span; Troops ; fo as 
there now remained nothing of Frontier 
conſiderable, belides NVamrr and Mons to 
the Land, Oftcnd and Vieuprrt to the Sea ; 
and the relt of the Spanij5 Netherlands 
conliſted only of great Towns, by which 
no reſiſtance could be hop'd for whenever 
the French ſhould think fir to attaque 
them, and could ſp2re Men enough to Ga- 
riſon them when they ſhould bz taken, 
For the greateſt of thoſe Towns,and mul- 
titude of Inhabitants, and their Invete- 
rate hatred to the French Government, was 
ſuch, as without very great Gariſons they 
could not be held, unleſs upon one ſud- 
den Conqueſt and great Revolation the 
whole Spaniſh Netherlands ſhould become 
French, and thereby be made a new Fron- 

I 2 tier 


LIRAL 


e 1 
» 
0 | 


= i "Ss 


*b- <= 
© » © = © 
T .c-4< of 


42 5 


—— 


=_E 


M eEMO1R 8s. 


tier towards the Dutch and Germans, and, 
like a new Conqueſt, the Seat of their 
Armies. 

This the Spaztards thought would 
never be {utterd , neither by Exgland 
nor Holland, and fo they ſeem'dto have 
abandoned the Fate of Flanders to their 
Care, with a Reſignation that became 
good Chriſtians, rather than good Rea. 
{oners: For I hive long obſervd from 
all [ have ſeen, or heard, or read in Story, 
that nothing is ſo falacious, as to reaſon 
upon the Councils or Conduct of Prin- 
ces or States, from what one conceives 
to be the true Intereſt of their Countries; 
for there is in all places an Intereſt of 
thoſe that Govern, and another of thoſe 
that are Coverned ; nay among theſe, 
there 1s an Intereſt of quiet Men, that 
delire only to keep what they have; 
and another of unquict Men, who defire 
ro acquire what they have not, :nd by 
violent, :t they cannot by lawful means; 
therefore I never could find a better way 
of judging the Reſolutions of a State, 
than by the perſonal Temper and Un- 
derſtanding, or Paſſions and Humours of 
the Princes, or Chief Miniſters , that 
were for the time at the Head of At- 
fairs. But the Spaniards reaſon'd only 
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from what they thought the Intereſt of 
each Country. They knew Heo:zd 
would fave F/az4:rs it they conld ; and 
Ezgland they were ſure conld, if they 
would ; and believ'd won'!d be brought 
co it at laſt by the increaſe of the danger, 
and force of their own Intereit, and the 
humour of the People. In this hope cr 
preſumption they were a great deal flac- 
terd by their Miniſters then in E-2/12d, 
Doz Bernard de Salinas, Envoy trom Sp: 
and Foxſect, Conſul there ; who did in- 
deed very iuduſtriouſly ftoment the Heats 
that began abour this time to appear in 
the Parliament, upon the Apprehenfions 
of the French Conqueſts both in Flanzers 
and S7ci/y ; which moved them, about 
the end of March, to make an Addreſs to 
the Kiag, repreſenting the Progreſſes of 
France, and deliring his Majeſty to put 
a ſtop to them, before they grew dange- 
rous to Fzolani,as well as co their Neigh- 
bours. Doz B-rnard de Salinas told ſome 
of the Commons, That the King was 
very angry at this Addreſs, and had faid 
upon it, Thar the Authors of it were a 
Company cf Rogues ; which made a 
great noſe in the Rouſe of Commons, 
The King reſented it as a piece of Ma- 
lice in Sa/izas, or at leaſt asa delign to 
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inflame the Houſe ; and thereupon or. 
der'd him to depart the Kinpdom with- 
in certain days. Yet about a Month at- 
ter, the Parijament made another Ad. 
dreſs upon the ſame occaſion, deſiring 
his Majeſty to make a League Offenſive 
and Defenlive with the States General, 
tor oppoſing ihe Progreſs of the French 
Conqueſts, This his Majeſty received 
as an Invaſion of his Prerogative, made 
them an angry Anſwer, and Prorogued 
the Parliament tillthe Winter following, 
Howevcr Frazce had ſo much regard 
to the JTealouſtes raiſed both in Exgland 
and Hand, of their deſigning an entire 
Conqueſt of Flaz4ers, that, after having 
gained thoſe three important Frontier. 
Towns ſo early in the Spring,anddiſpersd 
his Army after that Expedit1on,that King 
return'd home, writ to his Viajeſty, That 
to ſhew he had no Intention to conquer 
Flanders, but only to make a General 
Peace, he was contented, notwithſtand- 
ing the great Advantages and Forces he 
had ar preſent, tomake a General Truce, 
in cafe his Allies the Szedes would agree 
toit;z which he deſir'd his Majeſty to 
inform himſelf of, ſince he had not con- 
venience of doing it, for want of liberty 
of Couriers into Syedez. 
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The Contents of this Letter was pro: 


ned by:the Frexch Ambaſladors'at Nine 
2uen among the ſeveral Miniſters there, | 
till they found it has/an effect contrary Fa 
to what was intended, and was taken by 
all 'for too groſs an Artifice. | 1t'paſſed 
very. ii} with Monſieur B:vera/n7 him- 
ſelf, whootf all others there, was the moſt 
paſſionately bent upon the Peace-- But 
he ſaid openly upon this, That the Frexch 
were to be commended, who never neg- 
lee any thing ot Importance, nor-1o 
much as of amuſement;.. That Fraxcehad 
given their Blow, and would now hinder 
the Allies from giving Theirs. Thar the 
reſerve-of Syuedex's Conſent was an eaſy 
way ot. avoiding the Truce, if the Allies 
ſhould-accept it. . That this it ſelf could 
not be done, becanſe F/ayd-rs would be 
lefr {o open, as to beealily {wallowed up 
by the next Invaſion, having no Frontier 
00 either ſide. Thatthe Towns now pot- 
leſled by. France, would in the time of a 
Truce grow abſolutely Frexch, and ſo 
the harcer to be reſtored by a Pcace or a 
War. | That, for his part, he detir'd the 
Peace, »contrary to the Politicks of Mon- 
beur Van Beaninehty, and the other Mi- 
niſters of the Allies in Ex21ands attirm- 
ing always, that notwithſtanding all 
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their Intrigues and Intclligences there, 
He, Monſieur Beverzning , was aflured, 
That. his Majeſty would not enter into 
the War, to fave thei laſt Town in 'b 11. 
&rs«:, This Confidence made him purſue 
all;che, Ways towards a Peace; and by 
Paces- which ſome thought forwarder 
than his Commiſſion, and very ilt con- 
certed with thoſe of: his Allies. About 
the middle of April, '/he braught us the 
Proje& of a Treaty of Commerce both 
for: France and Sweden, and defir'd we 
would. make the; Communication of 
them'; which we did for form, though 
we knew that -choſe- Miniſters had- been 
before poſſeſſed of them from the Dutch 
Ambaſſadors themlelves, And ſome few 
Days after, they entred into Conferences 
upon this Proje&t at: the French Amba- 
ladors Houle, whom they found 'very 
ealie in the Terms the Dutch [inſiſted on 
for their Commerce., which was all 
that could make any\Difficulty between 
them. 


1677. Aboutthe end of Apri/, the Mi- 
niſters of the Allies'came, and preſented 
us their leveral Anſwers in writing tothe 
French Propolitions;, which they offered 
to leave with us, whenever we my al- 
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fare -them that the French and Suedes 
were ready with theirs. Upon this Com- 
munication given to: the Frex:h, they 
were poſitive to give no Anſwer in wri- 
ting, Nor to receive any, alledging both 
Reaſon and Example for their Opinion ; 
this from the Prattice of the Muzfter- 
Treaty, that from the Danger of the in- 
veQtive Stile or Language that are apt to 
enter into the Writings of cach Party up- 
onſuch Occaſions. The Allies were for 
ſome time as peremtory in their Reſo- 
lution of delivering their Anſwer in wri- 
ting 3 but both at laſt agreed upon the 
Expedient we propoſed, of diftating to 
us what they intended ſhould be ſaid to 
the other Party, of our ſetting the Sub- 
ſtance down in Writing, and reading it 
over to them firſt who dittated to us, ſo 
a5 they might be Judges whether we had 
rightly apprehended and expreſſed their 
meaning ; and yct the thing might go 
-in our Style, and not in theirs ; by which 
all Sharpneſs and Provocation would be 
avoided. 

About the middle of May, arrived 
Preſident Canon, Envoy from the Duke 
of Lorrain, and put his Maſter's Preten- 
| | ſions into our Hands ; npon which the 
- {Allies expeRted a return of thoſe from 
| France 
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France upon that Duke, no-room :bei 
now left for delaying them {rom the 
want of a Miniſter, upon the Place ; but 
the French ſaid very plainly, it- was a 
matter they were not inſtrufted in; 
which the Allies received wichgreat ſto. 
mach, and perpetual Complaints to us 
the Mediators ; all profefling, they were 
reſolved not to proceed in the Treaty, 
without carrying on the Intereſts of that 
Duke, an equal pace with their own. 
About the end of May arrived the 
Pope's Nuncio ; whereupon the Seat 
and Daxiſh Ambaſſadors reſorted imme 
diately to us, dcfiring to know..how we 
intended to carry our ſelves in. what re- 
m thar Miniſter ; profeſſinz them- 
elves to be much in pain, being of one 
ſide very much preſſed, the Syedes by 
the Frexch, and the Dazxes by the In- 
perialiſts and Spaniards, to the enter- 
change at leaſt of common Ceremonits 
and Civilities, witha Miniſter for whom 
they all with emulation profeſſed ſo great 
Reſpe& and Deference ; On rother (ide, 
the Sucdes and Dazes pretended neither 
to have InitruQtion nor example from 


their reſpective Courts, to determine | 
them in this matter, but ſaid they were Fi 
relolved to obſerve and conſider the ſteps FI 
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that ſhould be made by us. We cut the 
buſineſs very ſhort, and declar'd to them 
our Reſolution to have no fort of Com- 
merce with the Pope's Nuzc0, either in 
the Aﬀairs of our FunQion, or in mat- 
ters of Ceremony ; and told them, our 
Orders from Court were fo preciſe in 
this Point, that they would admit of no 
Debate. The next day Monlieur Colbert 
and a* Avaux came: formally to give us 
part of the Nuzcio's Arrival, and of his 
deſire to make us his firſt Compliments, 
if he might know they would be recei- 
red. Our Anſwer to them was the ſame 
we had made to the Surdes and Dares ; 
ind ſoon after, all the Miniſters of 
YToteſtant Princes at Nimeguen, Telol- 
red to follow our Examples, and to 
hve no commerce at all with the 
Nancto. 

About the ſame time after many Meſ- 
kges carried by us between the Parties, 
they were perſwaded at laſt into the 
greement of delivering and exchanging 
wy our Hands, their Anſwers to each o- 
thers Propolitions in writing, tho? with- 
me pretending to purſue that Method 
n the ſacceeding Paces of the Negotia- 
lon. Nor was there. need of that Cau- 
ion, for this I take to have been = 
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laſt Pace of any free and general Negpy. 
tiation between the. Parties engaged in 
the War and in the Treaty ; nor were 
the Anſwers any thing nearer agreeing, 
than the brit Propoſitions. 

The laſt day of May arrived the Mar. 
quels de Balbaces, firſt Ambaſſador from 
Spain; and about the ſame time, my 
Lord Berk/y returned into England, where 
he languiſhed out the reſt of the Sum- 
mer, and died. 

About the ſeventh of Jae, the Dutt 
Ambaſſadors brought us the Proje@ of 
a Treaty between them and Fraxce, di 
geſted and extended in all its Forms and 
Articles ; and toid us ſ90n afrer, They 
had in a Conference upon it with the 
French Ambaſſadors, agreed. in a manner, 
all the Points of ir, at leaſt that there 
remain'd but two which concerned 
Commerce only, undetermined berween 
them, which they doubted not would be 
agreed likewiſe upon return of the French 
Difpatches to Court. That after their 
Buſineſs was ended, they would per: 
form the beſt Offices they could be- 
tween their Allies and the French; 
and indeed by the beginning of Jah, 
all Points were accordingly agreed 
between the French and Dutch, and 
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Vonfieur Bewernine began to play the 
part of ſomething more than a Media- 
tor, preſſing on his Ailies towards a 
Peace, with Paces very earneſt and 
ſomething rough, and as ſome believed 
more than he had Order for from his 
Maſters, who yet pretended to hold 
Hands with their Allies. But Vonſieur 
Beverning proteſied to believe that their 
friends at the Hague were impoſed upon 
by Van Benning ben, and the Spaniſh Mini- 
ters at Lo-4-0z, who fill animated them 
with hopes of tne Kings entring into 
the War, or at leaſt preſcribing a Plax 
ofthe Peace to be received by all Parties, 
which Bewverniny believed neither one 
nor t*other of, and pretended to be mo- 
nlly aflurd of his Opinion, and there- 
upon grounded rhe abſolute neceflity of 
a Peace. 

In this month the Duke of Zz/! be- 
an to make a difficulty of ſending the 
tive thouſand Men he had promiſed to 
the Allies, without ſome new Stipula- 
tions. And the French offered a Gua- 
nnty to the Houſe of Lanenbareh, of all 
their Conqueſts on the Suede 1n Bremen, 
won a Neutrality to be declared by thoſe 
Dukes, which began to give great Um- 
drages to the Allies, as well as the 

Suedes, 
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Suedes, of ſome ſeparate Meaſures like tg 
be concluded between France and the 
whole Houſe of Brunſwick. The Dutt 
Ambaſſadors were likewiſe in Pain upon 
new Intelligence both from //;enza and 
Madrid about a ſeparate Peace , being 
treated between Do John and the 
French, with an exchange of the Spaziſ 
Netherlands, for what ſhould be reſto. 
red them in Rouſſillon and Sicily. The 
Miniſters of the Confederates made great 
Inſtances in Exz/and, That His Majeſty 
would recal his Troops that were in 
the French Service ; attributing moſt of 
their Succeſſes in Germany, to the Bro- 
very of thoſe Ezgliſh Regiments. But 
His Majeſty excuſed it upon the Equz 
lity of a Mediator ; fince there wer: 
Empliſh Troops of great Number 1a the 
Service of the Allies : Who took this An 
{wer, however, for an ill ſign of that 
proſecution which they hoped trom Hi 
Majeſty for the Relief of their Languill 
ing Aﬀairs. The hopes of thoſe great 
AQions promiſed by the Imperialiſts thi 
Summer on the Rhine, began to Flat ; 
their Troops finding no Subſiſtance in 
thoſe Countries which had been wholly 
defolatcd by the French in the beginning 


of the Year, to prevent their _ 
e 


M EeMOnRS. 


The Prince of Ora-ze obſerving all theſe 
Circumſtances, and foreſeeing no reſource 
for the lInterefts of the Allies, unleſs 
from His Majeſty ; and that ie was likely 
to prove an unaCtive Summer in Flax- 
ders, the French reſolving not to come 
to a Battle, and he not able to form a 
Siege, and oppoſe a Frexch Army that 
ſhould come to relieve it ; He ſent Mon- 
fieur Beztinck over into England about 
the beginning of J»ze, to defire His Ma- 
xſty's leave that he might make a Jour- 
ney thither ſo ſoon as the Campania 
ended. Hereceived a Civil Anſwer, but 
with Wilhes from the King , That He 
would firſt think of making the Peace, 
and rather deler His Journey till that 
were concluded. 

About the middle of June, my Son 
came over to me at Nim2uen, and 
brought me Letters from my Lord Trea- 
furer to ſignify His Majeſty's Pleaſure, 
that I ſhould come over and enter upon 
the Secretary of ſtates Office, which Mr. 
Coventry had offered His Majeſty to lay 
down upon the payment of ten thouſand 
Pounds ; That the King would pay half 
the Money, and I mntft lay down the 
reſt at preſent ; tho? his Lordſhip did 
fot doubt but the King would find the 
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way of caling me in time of that too, 
I writ immediately to my Lord Trea- 
ſurer to make my acknowledgment to 
his Majeſty ; but at the ſame time my 
Excuſes, That I was not in a condition 


to lay down ſuch a Sum, my Father be: 


ing (till alive, and keeping the Eſtate of 
the Family ; and deliring that the King's 
Intention might at leaſt be reſpited till 
he ſaw how the preſent Treaty was like 
to determine, In return of my Letters 
on the ſecond of July, Mr. Sith, one of 
the King's Meſſengers, being ſent Ex- 
preſs and making great diiigence, arri- 
ved at Nimeeuen, and brought me his 
Majeſty's Commands to repair 1immedi- 
ately over, in a Yatcht which he had 
{ent on purpoſe for me : in obedience to 
this Command, I lett Nimeguer, but 
without any Ceremony, pretending 0n- 
ly a ſunden Journey to E-2/and, but 
ſaying nothing of the occation further 
than to my neareſt Friends. 

At my Arrival, the King asked me 
many queſtions about my Journey, about 
the Congreſs, drapinz us for ſpending 
him ſo much Money , and doing no- 
thing ; and about Sir Lzoxc/ ; asking me 
how I had bred him ? and how he paſſed 
among the Bmbaſladors there ? And ws 
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Pleaſantries upon that Subject. After a 
good deal of this kind of Converſation, 
He told me, | knew for what he had ſent: 
for me over, and that 'twas what he had 
long intended ; and I was not to thank 
him, becauſe h2 did not know any body 
elſe to bring into that place. I to!d his 
Majelty, That was too great a Compli- 
ment for me, but was a very il one to 
my Country, and which I tho:ght it did 
not deſerve ; That I believed there were 
a great many 1n it fit for that, 'or any 
other place he had to give ; And I cou!d 
name two 1n a breath, that I would un- 
dertake ſhould make better Secretaries of 
State than I, The King ſaid, go, get you 
gone to Sheen, we [hall have no good of 
you till you have been there ; and when 
you have reſted your ſelf, come up again. 
[ never ſaw him in better humour, nor 
ever knew a more agreeable converſa- 
tion when he was ſo ; and where he was 
pleaſed to be familiar, great quickneſs of 
Conception, great pleaſantneſs of Wit, 
vith great variety of Knowledge, more 
obſervation and truer Judgment of Men 
than one would have imagined by ſo 
| Jeareleſs and ealie a manner as was natu- 
| Frl to him in all he faid or did : From 
[iis own Temper, he _ nothing bur 

[9 


274 


MrmMO1R Ss. 


to be eaſic himſelf, and that every Body 
elſe ſhould be ſo ; and would have been 

lad to ſee the leaſt of his SubjeCts plea- 
ed, and to refuſe no Man what he ask- 
ed. But this ſoftneſs of Temper made 
him apt to fall into the Perſwaſlions of 
whoever had his Kindneſs and Conh- 
dence for the time, how difterent ſoever 
from the Opinions he was of betore ; 
and he was very caſie to change Hands, 
when thoſe he employed ſeemed to have 
engaged him in any Difficulties ; ſo as 
nothing looked teddy in the Condudt of 
his Aﬀairs, nor aimed at any certain end, 
Yet ſure no Prince has more Qualities to 
make him loved, with a great many to 
make him eſteemed, and all without a 
grain of Pride or Vanity in his whole 
Conſtitution ; nor can he ſuffer Flattery 
in any kind, growinz uneaſy upon the 


firſt Approaches of it, and turning it off 


to ſomething elſe. But this Humour has 
made him loſe many great Occaſions of 
Glory to himſelf, and Greatneſs to his 
Crown, which the CnojunQures of his 
Reign conſpired to put into his Head, 
and have made way for the aſpiring 
Thoughts and Deſigns of a Neighbour 
Prince, which would not have appeared, 
or could not have ſucceeded in the Worlh 
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without the Applications and Arts im- 
ployed to manage this eaſy and inglori- 
ous Hamour of the King's. 

[ ſtayed two days at Sheen, in which 
time ſome of Secretary Coventry's Friends 
had prevailed with him not to part with 
his Place it he could help it, unleſs the 
King would let him recommend the Per- 
ſon to ſucceed him, who ſhould pay all 
the Money he expected, and which the 
King had charged himſelf with. When 
Icame to Town the King told me in 
his Cloſet all that had paſſed between 
him and Mr. Coventry the Day before 
upon this occaſion ; That he did not 
underſtand what he meant, nor what 
was at the Bottom, for he had firſt 
ſpoke to his Mejeſty about parting with 
bis Place, ſaid his Health would not go 
through with it, made the Price he ex- 
pefted for it, and concluded all before 
he had ſent for me over. That now 
he pretended he did not mean to quit it, 
unleſs he might preſent one to ſucceed 
him, and hoped he had not deſerved his 
Majeſty ſhould turn him out. But the 
King ſaid upon it, That, under favonr,he 
was reſolved to take him at his word, 
and ſo he had told him, and left him to 
digeſt it as he could. Upon this, I re- 
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preſented to the King how old and true 
a Servant Mr. Coventry had been of his 
Fathers and his, how well he had ſer- 
ved him in this Place, how well he was 
abled todo it ſtill by the great credit he 
had in the Houſe of Commons, where 
the King's great Buſineſs lay in the il! 
ſtate of his Revenue 3 how ill ſuch a 
treatment would agree with his Maje- 
ſty*'s Nature and Cuſtoms, and for my 
own part, that it would be a great fa- 
vour to me to reſpite this change till he 
ſaw what was like to become of the 
Treaty or the War ; and therefore | 
begged of him, that he would not force 
a good Secretary out, and perhaps an ill 
one in againſt both their Wills, but let 
Mr. Coventry keep it, at leaſt till he ſeem- 
ed more willing to part with it. The King 
ſaid, Well then, he would let it alone 
for the preſent , but did not doubt in a 
little time one or other of us would 
change our mand, 

In the mean time, the Deſign of my 
Journey was known ; my Lord Arling- 
ton and others (till 2sking me when they 
ſhould give me joy of it ? and many ma- 
king Applications to me for Places in 
the Office ; which made the Court un- 
eaſier to me, and increaſed my known 
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Humour of loving the Country, and 
being as much 1n it as | could, How- 
ever, when I came to Court, the King 
fell often into Converſation with me, 
and ofren in his Cloſet alone, or with 
none other preſent beſides the Duke or 
my Lord Treaſurer, and often both. The 
Subject of theſe Converſations were uſu- 
ally the Peace, and the Prince of Orange's 
Journey into Ezz/azd. The King always 
expreſſed a great delire for the Fir, but 
not at all for the other till thac was con- 
cluded. He ſaid, his Parliament would ne- 
ver be quiet nor eaſy to him while the 
War laſted abroad : They had got it in- 
totheir Heads to draw him into it, whe- 
ther he would or no. That they pretend- 
ed Publick Ends, and Dangers from 
France, and there might de Both meant 
by a great many honeſt men among 
them ; but the Heats and Diſtempers of 
late had bzen raiſed by ſome faCtious 
Leaders, who thought more of them- 
ſelves than of any thing elſe, had a mind 
to engage him in a War, and then leave 
him in 1t, unleſs they might have their 
terms in removing and fillingof Places; 
and he was very loth to be ſo much at 
their Mercy, as he ſhould be, if he were 
once engag'd in the War, That belides,he 
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{aw the longer it continued, the worſe 
it would be tor the Confederates ; more 
of Flanders would be loſt every day ; 
the Condutt of Spaiz muſt certainly ru- 
ine all in time ; and therefore he would 
iain have the Prince make the Peace for 
them, if they would not do it for them- 
ſelves. That if he and the Prince could 
fall intothe Terms of ic, he was ſure it 
might be done : And, after ſeveral Dil- 
courſes upon this Subje&t for near a 
Month, his Majeſty at laſt told me, he 
had a great mind I ſhould make a ſhort 
turn to the Prince, and try if I could 
perſuade him to it 3 and aſſure him, That 
after it was agreed , he ſhould be the 
gladdeſt in the World to ſee him in Exz- 
{and. The Duke and my Lord Treaſurer 
both preſs'd me upon the ſame Point ; 
but I rold them at a long Conference up- 
on it, how often I had been employ'd upon 
this Errand to the Prince, how unmovable 
I had found him, and how ſure I was to 
find him ſo till, unleſs the King would 
conſider of another Scheme for the Peace 
than had been yet proposd to him, and 
wherein he might reckon upon more 
ſafety to Flazders, as well as to his own 
Hononr. That I had ſpent all my Shot, 
and was capable of faying no more to 

hun 
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him than I had done, in obedience to all 
the Inſtruftions I had receiv*d. That his 
Anſwers had been politive ; ſo that ſome 
of my good Friends at Court pretended 
they had been my own Thoughts rather 
than the Princes. That his Majeſty 
would do well to try another Hand, 
and he would the better know the Princes 
Mind, it his Anſwers were the ſame to 
both ; if not, he would at leaſt know 
how ill I had ferv'd him. The King ſaid, 
It was a thing of Confidence between 
him and the Prince, and muſt be fo 
treated, and he knew no Body he had 
belides to ſend. I told him it he plea- 
ſed I would name one. He bid me ; and 
I faid, Mr. Hyde was idle ever fince his 
return from N:imeoucn, had been entred 
into the Commiſſion of the Mediators 
there, ſtaid with us a Fortnight or three 
Weeks, might pretend to return thither 
to exerciſe the lame FunCtion in my Ab- 
ſence, ſince the Commiſſion run to any 
two of the Number, and might take the 
Prince of Oranges Camp in his way to 
Nimeguen , perform the King's Com- 
mands to his Highneſs, inform himſelf 
of his laſt Reſolution upon the Subje&t of 
the Peace, go on to /\//mrguen without 
giving any Jealouſy to the Allies, or 

S 4 without 
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without the noiſe that my going would 
make ; ſince Sir Lionel! had wrote to 
Court and ro me, that Monſieur Be. 
werning had deſired all paces ſhould ſtop 
there till my return, which he heard 
would be ſudden, and that the King 
would ſend by me his own Plaz of the 
Peace. The Duke fell in firſt to the Pro. 
poſal of Mr, Hyde's going, and, after 
ſome debate, the King and my Lord 
Treaſurer, and that it ſhonld beas ſoon 
as was poſſible. He was ſent for accor- 
dingly, and diſpatch'd away in all points 
as I had propoted. He found the Prince 
at the Camp, but unmovable in the buſi. 
neſs of the Peace upon the Terms his 
Majeſty had thoughts of proceeding ; 
gave account of all that paſled in 
that Conference to the King, and went 
ſtraight away to Nimeguen, and writ me 


. word of his Converſation with the Prince, 


and that he never ſaw ſuch a firmneſs in 
any Man, 

| knew Mr. Hyde's going to refide at 
Nimezuen, would be of great comfort and 
ſupport to Sir Lzionel, who was 1n per- 
petual Agonies (as his word was ) after 
he was left alone in that Station ; having 
ever {o much diſtruſt of his own Judg- 
ment, that tho” he had the moſt great ce 
2-0 Ire 
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fire that could be to do well, yet he 
many times could not reſolve how to go 
about it ; and was often as much per. 
plexed abour the little PunQtilio's of Viſic 
and Ceremony that were left to buſy 
that Ambaſſy, as if greater Aﬀairs had 
fill. attended it, Beſides he lay under 
the laſh of Secretary MWilramſon, who up- 
on old Grudges between them at Cclez, 
never fail'd to lay hold of any occaſion 
he could to cenſure his Conduft, and 
expole it at the Foreign Committee, 
where his Letters were read to his Ma- 
jeſty. It happen'd about this time, that 
the Spaniſh Ambaſſadors firſt appearing 
inpublick upon a new Commiſſion to all 
Three, gave immediate notice of it to 
the Imperialiſts, who made their Vilit _ £ 
upon it, and were within two hours re- | 
viſited by the Spaniards. Aﬀter which, 
they ſent tlieir formal Notifications to all 
the other Ambaſladors, and to the Media- 
tors in the firſt place. Sir L7onel was in 
pain, having Orders to pretend the firſt 
Rank of Reſpe& before the Imperialiſts, 
25 well as other Ambaſſadors there ; and 
got yield to it, if it came in competition, 
He had likewiſe another Order, which 
was, Lpon Matters in Ceremony, doubt- 
ul, and not admitting the delay of new 
| Orders, 
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Orders, he ſhould conſult with the other 
Ambaſſadors, eſpecially French and Sue- 
diſh who uſed to carry thoſe Points the 
higheſt, and govern himſelf as well as 
he could by Preſidents and Examples, 
He conſulted both theſe Ambaſſadors, 
Whether he ſhould viſit the Spaniards, 
after having giventhe firſt notice to the 
Imperialiſts ? And they concluded, That 
he ſhould firſt know of them, whether 
it was done in form, as to Ambaſſador 
in general ; or whether it was upon the 
account of the near Alliance in Blood 
between thoſe two Houſes of Auſtria ? 


That if it were the firit he ought notto 


viſit them, as having put a diſreſpect up- 
on the Mediation, and diſftinguiſh'd the 
Emperour from all the other Crown'd 
Heads, who had yielded the Precedence 
wholly to them ; which they ſhould nor 
have done, it the Emperor had refus'd 
it. But if the Spx/ards affirmed it was 
only upon the nearnels of Blood between 
them, none of the other Ambaſſadors 
need take any notice of it, ſince the ſame 
had been done between thoſe Two 
Crowns at Mu»/ter upon the ſame ſcore; 
which being there declared, it gave no 
Offence to the Mediators, tho' they were 


the Pope's Nuncios , with whom there || 


was 
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was otherwiſe no Competition. Sir Lioe! 
was ſatisfied by the S»:7:ards ( who gave 
it him in Writing), that the viſits were 
made only upon rhe ſcore of Kindred, as 
at M»z/ter ; and thereupon made them 
His Viſit, and received Theirs ; for 
which he was ſharply reprov'd by Secre- 
try W:llizmſins Letter upon it, who had 
repreſented it to the King as a Diſobedi- 
ence to a poſitive Order, and giving up 
the Point to the Imperialiſts. Bur being, 
ar Court ſoon after theſe Diſpatches, 1 
endeavoured to juſtify my Colleagre's 
Intentions and his Proceedings, by ſhew- 
ing that he had conform'd to his other 
Orders of conſultins the other Ambaſſa- 
dors, and proceeding according to the 
beſt Precedent, which was that at Mun- 
fer; and that it he had broken with 
the Spaniards upon this Point, he would 
have provok'd the Imperialiſts to declare 
their Reſolution of not yielding to the 
Mediators , upon which the other Am- 
hfſadors would recall the Conceſſion 


 Iybich rhey had already made in this 


Point, and fo hazard, if not loſe, the Poſ- 
kfſion his Majeſty was in, of the firſt 
Reſpet given to his Mediation. I had 
the good fortune to ſatisfy his Majeity 
ind His Miniſters, and to obtain _ 
or 
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for his gracious pardon to be ſent Sir 
Lionel ( tor they would ſuffer it co run 
in no other Terms?;) for which however 
the poor Gentleman made as great Ac- 


knowledgements, as it his Fault had been 


much greater, and worſe meant. 

The reſt of this Summer paſſed with. 
out any further Paces made 1n the Con- 
grels at Nimeguen, where the Meſſages 
carried and returned about the Buſineſs 
of Lorrain, ſerved to keep the Mediators 
in Countenance, and no more. The 
whole Body of Allies preſſed for an An- 
{wer from the French to that Duke's Pre- 
tenſions, delivered in by Preſident Cazon, 
The Frexch after their former Exception, 
of his Wanting a Miniſter there, raiſed 
another to ſtave off theſt Inſtances of 
the Allies, and declare they could give 
no anſwer about Lorraiz, till the Biſhop 
of Strasburgh's Agents were received by 
the Allies ; upon which the Emperor 
made an invincible Difficulty, declaring 
he would n:ver treat with a Vaſſal of his 
own : And in theſe Conferences about 
Lorraingghe French Ambaſſadors beganto 
infinuate to the Mediators , that their 
Maſter never intended That to be treated 
as a Principal, but only as an Acceſſary 


to the Treaty. 
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In Auznſt arrived at Nimezguen , the 
Biſhop of Garck, chief of the Imperial 
Ambaſſy, and Count Axtoive of that 
from Dexmark : The firſt was immedi- 
ately viſited by the Spaniſh Ambaſſadors, 
and returned them ; after which he ſent 
his Notifications to the Mediators, and 
from them to the other Ambaſſadors ; 
ypon which no difficulty was made by 
them, ſince the Biſhop made the ſame 
Declaration the Spaniards had done be- 
fore upon the like occaſion. That the 
firſt Viſits paſſing between the Miniſters 
of the two Houſes of A4u/tria, were Vi- 
its of Kindneſs and Conſanguinity, and 
not of Ceremony. But Count Antoine 
fell into endleſs difficulties upon his firſt 
arrival, He intended to have ſent his 
firſt Notification to the Mediators, as 0- 
thers had done ; but the Imperialiſts ha- 
ving notice of this Intention, ſent him di- 
rect word, they expeted the tirſt Re- 
ipeft ſhould be giventhe Emperor ; and 
this was the firſt time they owned that 
Pretention, 1n prejudice of the Honour 
hitherto done to the King's Mediation. 
Count Aztoine ſent Monſieur Hoeg, his 
Colleague, to acquaint the Mediators 
with this Incident , and deſire them to 
find ont ſome Expedient : they —_— 

them- 
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tnemſclves, — their politive Or. 
ders to expeCt the firſt Notification. The 
Danes were as unwilling to diloblige 
his Majcſty, as the Emperor, and found 
no Temper in this Matter, aſter many 
offered both by French and Dutch Am- 
baſſadors ; ſo that Count Antoine reſo). 
ved to leave it undeciced, and to give no 
Notifications, nor receive or make any 
Viſits, but however aſſiſted at the Con. 
ferences among the Allies, and made a 
part of all the Evening Entertainments 
at Play, and in Converſation in the 
Apartments of the ſeveral Ambaſladrices, 
And this courſe he obſerved, during his 
ſtay at Nimeguen, which was ſeven or 
eight Months ; for the reſt, a Perſon ve- 
ry mach eſteemed for his generous Qua- 
lities, and Gentlemanly Humour and 
Converſation, and yielding to none upon 
the Place in the Greatneſs and ſplendor 
of his Equipage, wherein the Marquels 
de Balbaces, and Count Axtoine ſeemed 
OEn__ themſelves from all the 
reſt. 

About the end of FJ«ly, the Prince of 
Orange made an Attempt upon Charlerey, 
rather thana Siege. This had been before 
concerted with the Duke of Lozrain, who 
made a meen of entring into Cham 
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94g2e, on purpole to draw oft the Frexch 
Forces from attending the Prince's Mo- 
tions and Deſign upon Charleroy, The 
Prince had hopes to take it by ſurprize ; 
but found them of the Carriſon upon 
their Guard, and very ſtrong, as well 
25 the Place, which had been fortified 
with all the force of Art and Expence, 
which could be employed upon a Place 
of that compaſs. He ſar down before it, 
and would have belieged it in form, if 
the Duke of Lorrai/z could have diverted 
the French Army from relieving it ; 
but Monſieur Louwoys, with great dili- 
ence, leaving the Marſhal Crequi with 

rce enough to face that Duke, aſſem- 

bled a very great Army for the relief of 
Charleroy, rpon approach whereof, the 
Prince called a Council of War to re- 
ſolve whether to march and fight the 
French Army, or raiſe the Siege. The 
laſt was reſolved, upon debate at the 
Councel, and accordingly executed, and 
therewith ended this Campania in Flax- 
ders. But this March and Retreat of the 
Prince paſſed not without many Re- 
fletions , not only among the Allies, 
but in Hz4azxd too, as if he had given 
over the Deſign upon ſome Intelligences 
and Expreſſes between him and the 
King 
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King about this time. Monſieur B-y. 
tinck hid gone over and returned, with- 
out any Bodies knowing his Bulineſs, 
My Lord Oſſory happened to arrive in 
the Camp the Day before the Councel 
of War, upon which the Siege was raiſed, 
which made many think ſomething his 
Lord{hip brought from Ex2/azd was 
the occalion of it - But I could never 
find there was any thing more in his 
Journey than the hopes of ſceing a Battel 
( which was ever a particular Inclinati- 
on of my Lord Ofſory) and a caſt of my 
Lord Arlinzton to preſerve himſelf in 
the Prince's Favour and Confidence as 
much as he could, by my Lord Ofſory's 
keeping cloſe to him, at a time when he 
ſaw the buſineſs of Chriſtendom roll (0 

much upon the Perſon of this Prince. 
About this time, the Aſſembly at 
Nimegnuen ſeem'd in Danger of being 
broken by a paſſionate motion the Suedes 
made in it. There had been a long 
Conteſt ſince it firſt began, between the 
Suedes and Danes, about freedom of 
Paſſage for the S#ed:;/þ Couriers through 
the D:niſh Territories, for managing the 
Correſpondencies neceſſary with their 
Court. The Dazes pretended the Exam- 
ple of Fraxce, who refus'd the ſame Lt- 
berty 
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berty to the Spaniards. This Diſpate 
had been managed , by many Meſlages, 
wheeewith the Mediators had been char- 
ed 'between the Parties, wherein the 
Allies ,of both ſides took equal parr. 
Sometimes the matter had been Treated 
with very Preſſing Iaſtances, and ſome- 
tmes with Fainter ; ſometimes almoſt 
lee. fall; and then again reſuined ; and 
thus -for above a Year paſt ; but about 
this time the Syedes came to the Medi- 
ators, delire their Offices once more to 
the Daxes upon this SubjeEt, and declare, 
That without this Liberty inſiſted upon 
long for their Couriers, they find 
themſelves incapable- of giving advices 
neceſſary to their Court, or receiving 
Orders neceſſary from ic; and that with- 
out it, they mult be forced to leave the 
Aſlembly. This Reſolution of the Swedes 
continued for ſome time ſo Perempto- 
ty, that it was expeCted to come to that 
ſue ; but after ſome Foogue ſpent for a+ 
bout a fortnight or three weeks upon 
this occalion , and ſome Temperament 
found out by the Durch for the ſecure 
and ſpeedy paſſage of all the Sed 
Difpatches from Amſterdam, thoſe Am- 
baſſadors began to grow ſoft and calm 
again, and to go on-their uſual Pace. 

Ll Soon 
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Soon after, the French Ambaſſadors, 
who 'had Treated 'the Syediſp Atairs 
and 'Viniſters with _ indifferency 
and neglect in this Treaty, (declatihg 
to Monſieur Bewverninz , their | Maſter 
would not part with 'one Town in Flay- 
ders, to Reſtore the' Syedes” to all” they 
had loft) began wholly to change their 
Language , and fay upon all occafions, 
That Fraxce could not make a Peace with- 
out the full ſatisfaQtion and reſtitution of 
the Sredes ; and it was diſconrſed, that 
the French and Swedes had entered into 
a new Allyance at Paris to rhis purpoſe, 
and ſome believed, it was by concett 
between them, that this Arreinte was 
given by the S»edes to the Congrek 
That the Frexch had at that time a mind 
to break it, and to enter into a Treaty 
with $94iz under the Pope's direQtion, 
and at Rome, not knowing to what mea- 
ſures his Majeſty might be induced 
upon the Progreſs of the French Con- 
queſts ,, and the Diftempers 'raiſed-in 
his Parliament upon that occaſiori.”” But 
this Guſt blown over, all was becalined 
at A'tmeguen ; {o that- Monſieur O1:4e- 


rats left that Place-about the end of 


Argiſt,” upon a Journey to Swedcy. 


Till this time'the Mctions of Baſic , 
| *" 
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had been Reſpited in the Aſſembly upon 
a general expeQation that the King was 
ſending me 'dver ſaddenly with the Plax 
of a Peace, that he reſolved ſhould be 
made} and” to which it was not doubted 
butalb Parties would yield;, whatever it 
was'z '{o:great. Regard' was held on-all 
fides; 'of ihis Majeſty's Will and Power. 
Bur a greiter'ſtop was:yet given to all 
further Paces there, 'by the Prince of 
Oranges: Journey into? England, about 
theend: of Seprember 1677, which wholly 
changed the Scene of xhis Treaty, and 
for-rhe- preſent carried itiover to Loxdva, 
and 'left all-vther - places ata gaze only, 
and-io' expettation. of what (houtd be 
there Agitated;and Coneluded. #0 
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H E Prince like a haſty. Lover, 
came Poſt from Harwich to New 
market, where the -Court chen was, as 
a Seaſon. and Place /of Country Sports. 
My Lord Arlington attended bis High- 


neſs at his alighting, making. his: Pre. 


tence of the chief Confidence with 
him ; and the Court expetted it upanhis 
{Alliance and Jauftneys into Holand, My 
Lord Treaſuxer:;4nd I went togetherto 
wiit on: him-, but'-met;j him,/upon 'the 
middle of the Stairs, in aigreat: Crowd, 
coming down to-the King! He:whiſpered 
to us both together , and ſaid to me, 
That he muſt deſire me to Anſwer for 
him and my Lord Treaſurer one to ano- 
ther, ſo as they might from that time 
enter both into Buſineſs and Converſati- 
on, as if they had been of a longer Ac- 
quaintance ; which was a wile Strain, 
conſidering his Lordſhpi'sCredirin Court 
at that time, and was of great uſe to 
the Prince in the Courſe of his Afﬀairs 
thenin Ezz/and; and tho? it much ſhockt 
my Lord Arlingron'and his Friends, yet 
it could not be wondred at by ſuch as 

we knew 
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knew what had paſſed of late, between 
the Priace:and him, with whom he only 
lived in common forms, during his ſtay 
there. He was very kindly received by 
the King and the Duke, who both invi- 
ted him often into Diſcourſes of Buſineſs, 
which they wondred to ſee him avoid or 
divert induſtriouſly, ſo as the King bid 
me find out the reaſon of it. The Prince 
told me he was reſolved to ſee the Young 
Princeſs before he entred into that Affair ; 
and yet to proceed in that, before the 
other of the Peace. The King laughed 
at this piece of Nicety when I[ told it 
him. But however to humour him in it, 
ſaid, he would go ſome days ſooner than 
he had intend:d from New-market, which 
was accordingly done. 

The Prixce upon his arrival in Town, 
and ſight of the Princeſs, was fſopleaſed 
with her Perſon, and all thoſe ſigns of 
ſuch a humour as had becn deſcribed to 
him upon former enquiries, that he im- 
mediately made his Svit to the King and 
the Duke, which was very well received 
and aſlented to, but with this condition, 
That the Terms of a Peace abroad might 
be firſt agreed on between them. The 
Prixce excuſed himſelf, and ſaid he muſt 
end his firſt buſineſs before he began the 

uy; other 
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other. The King and Duke-'were both 
politive-in their opinion ; and the Prince 
reſolute inhis ; and faid at laft, That his 
Allies, who were hke to have hard terms 
of the Peace as.things then ſtood, would 
be'apt to believe: that he had made this 
Match at their: coft,” and for his part he 
would never ſell his Honour for a Wike, 
This prevaild not,: but the King conti- 
nued fo poſitive for three or four days, 
that my Lord Treaſurer and I began to 
doubt the whole bulineſs would break J © 
upon this pun&tilio, About that timel | © 
chanced to go tothe Princeafter Supper, | h 
2nd-found him in the worſt humour that Þ {! 
[:ever ſawhim; he:told me he repented | tt 
he-had ever come into Erz/and, and re- } Ve 
ſolved he would ſtay but two days long- | fe 
er, and then be gone, if the King conti- he 
nued in his mind of treating upon the | 0b 
Peace before he was married ; but that | jc 
before he went, the King muſt chuſe how | 1c 
they ſhould live hereafter, for he was Þ VF 
lure it muſt be either like the greateſt | iN 
Friends, or the greateſt Enemies, and de- | Bi 
fired me to let his Majeſty know fo | Pr 
next Morning, and give him an account 
of what he ſhould fay upon it. 1 did ſo ear- | Þr: 
ly in the Morning, told the King all the Þ Ve 
Prince had ſaid tome the Night beſos ly, 
iv! an 
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and the ill conſequences ot a breach be- 
tween them, conlidering the ill humour 
of ſo many of his Subjetts upon our late 
mealures with Fraxce, and the invitati- 
ons made the Prince by ſeveral of them, 
during the late War. The King heard 
me with great attention ; and when [I 
had done, ſaid, well, I never yet was 
deceived in judging of a Man's Honeſty 
by his Looks, (of which he gave me 
ſome examples) and it I am not deceiv- 
ed in the Princes Face, he is the honeſt- 
eſt Man in the World, and I will truft 
him, and he ſhall have his Wife, and you 
ſhall go immediately and tell my Bro- 
ther {o, and that *cis a thing I am reſol- 
ved on. Idid ſo, and the Duke at firſt 
ſeemed a little furprized; but when I 
had done, He ſaid, The King ſhall be 
obeyed, and I would be glad all his Sub- 
jets would learn of me to obey him, 
Ido tell him my Opinion very freely 
upon any thing ; but when that is done, 
and I know his Pleaſure upon it, I obey 
him. From the Duke I went to the 
Prince, and told him my Story , which 
he could at firſt hardly believe, but em- 
braced me, and faid, I had made him a 
very happy Man, and very unexpeCted- 
ly, and fo [ left him to give the King 
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an account of what had paſſed, and 
in the Prince's Anti chamber met. my 
Lord Treaſurer, and told him the Story, 
who undertook to adjuſt all the reſt be 
tween the King and- the Prince ; which 
he did ſo well. that the March was de. 
clared that evening at;the Commitee, 
before any other in Corrt knew any 
thing of it ; and next day it was declared 
in Council, and received there and every 
whereelſe in the Kingdom with the moſt 
univerſal joy that I ever faw any thing 
in the King's Reign. The French Am- 
baſſadour and my Lord Ar/in2ton appeared 
the only two Perſons unſatisfied upon it 
at Court ; the firſt not knowing how he 
ſhould anſwer it to his Maſter, Thatan } ffi 
Aﬀair of that importance ſhould pak I t 
without his Communication, much leſs | tl 
Advice, in a Court where nothing before } H 
had done ſo for many Years ; and | tt 
my Lord Arlington, that it ſhould pals } P: 
without his knowledge, who ſtill endea. } tu 
voured to keep up the Court opinion of Þ Bu 
his Confidence with the Prince ; who I qt 
told me the Compliment his Lardſhip | nc 
had made him upon it, that ſome things | pr 
o00d in themſelves were ſpoiled by the I th 
manner of doing them, as ſome things | pr 
bid were mended by ir { But he wauld | en 
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confeſs this was a thing ſo good in it ſelf, 
that the manner of doing it, could not 
ſpoil it. 

Within two or three days the Marri- 
aze was conſummated, and immediate- 
ly after they fell into the debates upon 
the Terms of the Peace ; to which, as 
to thar of the Match, none but my 
Lord Treaſurer and 1 were admitted. 
The Prince infifted hard upon the 
Strength and Enlargement of a Frontier 
on both ſides of F 1anders, without which 
Fraxce, he ſaid , would end his War 
{ with the View of beginning another, 
and carrying Flanders in one Campania. 
The King was content to leave that bu- 
fineſs a little looſer, upon the contidence 
that France was ſo weary of this War, 
that if they could get out of it with 
Honour , they would never begin ano- 
ther in this Reign ; T hat the King grew 
{ paſt his Youth , and lazy, and would 
turn to the pleaſures of the Court, and 
Building, and leave his Neighbours in 
quier. The Prince thought Fraxce would 
not make a Peace now. but to break the 
preſent Confederacy, and to begin ano- 
ther War with more advantage and ſur- 
prizz ; That their ambition would never 
end till they had all Flanders and Ger- 
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many: oo the Rhine, and thereby Holland 
in. an; abſqluce dependance upon them, 
which would leave Them in an ill con- 
dition , and us in no good one; And 
that Chriſtendom could not be left ſafe 
by the Peace , without ſuch a Frontier 
as he Propoſed for Flaxders, and there- 
ftitution of Lorrain, as well as what the 
Emperour had loſt 1a 4/{a#i4. Upon this 

old the King, Thac in the Courſe of 


_my Life , I had never. obſerved Mens 


atures to alter by Age or' Fortunes ; 
but that a good Boy made a good man; 
and an young Coxcomb, an old Foo); 
and a young Fripoz, an old Knave; and 
that quiet Spirits were /o, young as well 
as old, and unquiet ones would be fo 
old as well as young ;. That I believed 
the King of France would always have 
ſome bent or other, ſometimes War, 
ſometimes Loves, ſometimes Building; 
but that I was of the Princes Opinion, 
That he would ever make Peace with a 
deſign of a new War, after he had fixed 
his Conquelt by the laſt ; and the King 
approved what I ſaid. The Points of 
Lorrais and Alſatia were ealily agreed to 
by the King and Duke, but they wonld 
not hear of the County of Burgunay, 


as what France could never be brought 
to, 
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to; tho' the Prince infifted much upori 
ic; fo: as ['the King: imagined he ' was 
touched by the intereſt ot his own Lands 
in that County ( which are greater and 
more $-/2 aeuria! than rhoſe of the Crown 
of $p4/z there) and thereupon rold 
him, - That for his Lands he would 
charge himſelf with either his enjoying 
them as ſafely under France as Spain, or 
if he ſhould rather chuſe to part with 
them than have that dependance, he 
would undertake to get him what price 
he ſhould himfelf value them at. Bur 
the Prince an{wered briskly and' gene- 
roully, That he ſhould not trouble him- 
ſelf nor the Peace about that matter, and 
that he would be content to loſe all his 
Lands there, to get one good Town 
more.for the Spaniards upon the Frontier 
of Flazders ; fo all difficulties began to 
terminate upon what was eſteemed ne- 
ceſſary there. This admitted great de- 
dates between the King and Prince ; one 
pretending Frazce 'would never be 
brought to one Scheme; and r'other, that 
Jpaiz would never confent to the other. 
But at the laft it was agreed, That the 
Peace ſhould be made upon theſe terms, 
All to be reſtored by Fraxce to the Em- 


fire and Emperour that had been taken 
yo; 
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in the War; the. Dutchy of Loyraiy 
to that Duke, and all on both ſides be- 
tween France and Holland ; and toSpain 
the Towns of Aeth, Charleroy, Oudenard, 
Courtray, Tournay , Conde , Valenciennes, 
St. Gillain, and Bizch. That the Prince 
{ſhould endeavour to procure the Conſent 
of Spain, and his Majeſty that of Frame ; 
for which purpoſe he ſhould ſend ſome 
perſon immediately over with the Pro- 
poſition, who ſhould be inſtructed to 
enter into no Reaſonings upon it , but 
demand a poſitive Anſwer in two Days, 
and after that term immediately return, 
The Queſtion was, who ſhould go ? and 
my Lord Treaſurer ſaid, it muſt be 
he or I, for none elſe had been ac- 
quainted with the debate of this buſi 
neſs. The Prince faid, it muſt be I, 
for my Lord Treaſurer could not be 
ſpared, and it muſt be ſome perſon up- 
on whoſe Jud2ment and Truth he could 
rely, as to the Intentions of that Court. 
The King ordered me to he ready in two 
days, which I was; and the Evening 
before I was to go, meeting his Majeſty 
in the Park, he called me to him, and, a 
little out of Countenanoe, told me, he 
had been thinking of my Journey and 
my Errand, and how unwelcome I ſhould 


be 
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bein France,- as. well as my Meſſage; and 
having a miad to: gain the Peace, - he-was 
unwilling toanger them more than needs. 
Beſides. the' thing being not to be-rea- 
Joned: or debatet, -any body elſe would 
ſerve the. 'turn'/as :well as I, whom he 
jhad other uſe of ; and therefore he had 
been thioking to:ſend ſome other Per- 
fon: {I ſaw- he::dgubted 1 would: take 
At} 3-bur-rold him, and - very.rraly; he 
-would do = the greateſt Pleaſare inthe 
- World ;: ton I mever had leſs mind to:any 
Joveneyi ina; lafe,” and ſhould: not 
;havt accepted it;:;but-1n perfect Obedi- 
9c: TheKitig-that was the pentleſt 
'Prince in-(the World of his 'own Nature, 
fell into good humour upon: ſeeing - 1 
zo it: hot: 41h pretended to think-whom 
he-ſhould iſend}, and art laft :asked me, 
- what: I-thoughtrat:my. Lordi\Duras ? I 
fail; Very; welk:; mpon which he:fem'd 
'to: reſolve4it.;;{ Hut: the 'thing :had been 
;agreedin the-miorning; as I was told;upon 
the Duke's'deſnez: who thought France 
would accept the-[Terms, and rhar the 
Peace would be made, and had:4 mind co 
have the; Henour: of it by ſending a'Ser- 
yant of his own.- Whether there were.any 
other Motive,: knew not;; but mp-Lord 
mf ne 2 hit wn '; 23 5 Dares 
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Duras went” immediately: with the Or. 
ders -hefore :mentioned;,: and/: ſome: fegy 
days after the-Prince and Princeſs embar. 
goed, [for Hotlazd, where! Aﬀairs prefled 
bÞis-returh beyond. theihopes'of wp Lord 
Durns:itrom France; the King'a 
him; he wonld never pare From the wy 
point:of the Scheme ſent over, and woult 
enter. into rhe War aghinfti Frapcey if chey 
refus'd it. ': However: he wene:nvt away 
withonr'a great mortyication, z To leetThe 
Parkafnent Prorogued x0 ' yd Sprin 


. which the Frexch Ambaſſador had gai F 


ofthe Kiot;ro make! up ſome good Meen 
with #:azrcratter the:Prince's arriage, 
and} before the. diſparoh' of ithe Terms of 


"@ Ifiewoe to:rhat Conrt;: ©2224 


:-Epatrmy Lord Darar's arrival at Park 
the Edurt there were ſbrptited;, ' both 
at the(thing, iand mbredr'the manner; 
'bmomade good Meen :upowir;- rook: ir 
gently; laid The! 'Kingi knew-very: well 


;hemight-always be'Mafter ofthe Pence; 


bur-fome of the Tbwnsin' Fladers ſeem- 
et) very bard, ſpecially Thiwnay,' upon 


 wiknde; Fdrtifitations ſuch vaſt Treaſures 


twitlbgenexpended ; andthat they would 
take;fome ſhort time to-confider of 'the 


Anker. ::My.Lord Daris told them, he 


wasityd to two days ſtay ; but when 
that 
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that was out, he was prevail'd withto ſtay 
ſorme few-days longer, and to come away 
without a poſitive Anſwer : Whar he 
brought,  was-thar they had ſaid to him 
before, That the moſt Chriſtian King 
hoped his Brother would not break with 
him upon' one or two Towns : but even 
upon them too he weuld fend Orders to 
his Ambaſſador at Londox to treat with 
his: Majeſty himfelf.” By this gain of 
time, and arttficial drawing it into Trea- 
ty withour any poſitive retuſal, this blow 
came-'to be eluded, which 'could not ea- 
fily have: been ſo any other way. The 
Kitig was ſoftned by the' ſoftneſs of 
France, The' Ambaflador {aid at laft, he 
Had leaveto yield all but To rnay, and to 
trext even for ſome equivalent for that 
too'if the King: inſiſted abſolutely upon 
it. The Prince was gone, ' who had ſpi- 
rited the vigour of the whole refblution, 
andithe Treaty of it began to draw onr 
Yeo Mefſages and Returns frotn France. 
However, the- it humoit® of People 
vfrowing higher upon the noe of a Peace 
and negotiared -1n ' France, and the late 
Prorogation” of Parliament ;- this was 


by Proclamation anticipated'foon after 


my Lord''Daras's return, ' tho' a thing 
ſomething unatual, and a-conntenance 
| made 
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made as if the King reſolv'd to enter in- 
to the War; for which the Parliament 
ſeemd impatient, whenever the King 
ſeem'd averſe to it ; but grew: jealous of 
ſome tricks, whenever the Court ſeem'd 
inclind toit. Abour the end of Decem- 
ber 1677 , the King ſent for me to the 
Foreign Committee , and told me, he 
could get no politive Anſwer from 
France, and therefore reſolv'd to ſend me 
into Ho#and, to make a League there 
with the States, for forcing both Franc: 
and Spazy, if either refus'd to make the 
Peace upon the Terms he had: propoſed, 
I told the King, What he lad agreed, was 
to enter into the War, with-all the Con- 
federates, in caſe of no direCt and imme- 
diate Anſwer from Fravce. That this, 
perhaps, would fatishe both the Prince 
and Confederates abroad, and the People 
at home : But to make ſuch a League 
with Holand only, would latisfie none 
of them, and diſoblige. both- Fraxce and 
Spain. Beſides, it would, not have an et- 
feQt or force as the TrippleAlliance had, 
being a great Original, 'of which this 
ſeem'd bur an ill Copy ;-. and therefore 
excusd my ſelf from going. The King 
was ſet upon it, tho' I pretended dome- 
ſtick Afﬀairs of great importance upon 

the 
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the Death of my Father, and pleaded fo 
fo hard, that the Duke at laſt delir'd the 
King not to-preſs me upon a thing I was 
ſo averſe from, and would be fo inconve- 
nient to me ; and defir'd I might propoſe 
who ſhould be ſent with the Treaty. I 
made-my acknowledgments to the Duke 
for his» favour , and propos'd, -that Mr. 
Thinn ſhould be ſent from the Office 
with a Draught of the Treaty to Mr. 
Hyde,. who -was then come from Nime- 
2zwen tothe Hague upon a Vilit to the 
Princeſs, This was done, and the Treaty 


tho not' without great difficulties and 
diſatisfaQtion of the Prince, who-was yet 
covered in it by the private conſent of 
the Spaniſh Miniſter there, in behalf of 
his Maſter ; ſo as the War could- not 
break but upon Fraxce, 1a caſe of their 
reſufal. 

In the mean time, France draws out 
the Treaty upon the Terms at London 
into. length , never raiſing more than 
oe Difficulty at a time, and expoſtula- 
ting the unkindneſs of breaking for the 
lingle Town of Tournay, tho? that was 
indeed -more important than any Three 
of the others, being the only ſtrong one 
to guard that ſide of the Frontier, and 

X giving 


fign'd there on the Sixteenth of Januiry, 
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giving way for any ſudden Invaſion up: 
on Gant and Antwerp, and the very heart 
of the Country. But whils this Game 
was playing in Ezgland, they had-ano- 
ther on foot in Hollazd, eſpecially at 
Amſterdem, by railing Jealoulies of the 
Meaſures taken between the King. and 
Prince upon the Marriage, as dangerous 
to the Liberties of Hol/and, and making 
it there believed, That by the Match, the 
King/ and Duke had drawn over. the 
Prince wholly into. their lntereſts-or Sen- 
timents ; whereas the Prince weat away 
poſſeſſed to have'iby it drawn them 
deed into his. They propos'd to the 
Dwtch other Terms of the Peace, far 
ſhort of the King's , and leſs fafe for 
Flanders : reſtoring only ſix Towns to 
the Spaniards, and mentioning Lorri 
but ambiguouſly ; which would ' not 
have gone down in Holl/azd, but for 
the Auſpicions raiſed by the Prince's 
Marriage, among theiPeople there, who 
had'an incurable 'Jealouſie of our Court, 
and thereupon not that Confidence of the 
Prince that he deſerved. 

There were two ruling Burgomaſters at 
Amſterdam at this time, who had the 
whole ſway of that Town (as'this has 
a great one in Holland) Hoeft and Valke- 
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meer ; the firſt a Generous, Honeſt Man, 
of great Patrimonial Riches, Learning, 
Wu, Humour , without Ambition, ha- 
ving always refuſed all imploymentsthe 
State had offered him, and ſerving only 
in that-of Burgoamaſter of his Town in 
his turn , and as little bulie in it -as he 
could; a true Genius, and that ſaid two 
things to me in Converſation, I had not 
heard before; one , That a Man that 
were to die to morrow in Torment, 
would yet enjoy to day, if he were Sain; of , 
and thar 3t was ſome dileaſe or decay of found 
Spirits that hindred it; The other, That 4 
a Man was a Coyon, that deſired to live 4 forry 
after Threeſcore ; and that for his part, \''8"* 
aſter that Age , which he was then ap- 
proaching, he ſhould be glad of the firſt 
good occaſion to die ; and this he made 
good, dying with n:gle& upon a fit of 
the Gout , talking with his Friends till 
be was juſt ſpent, then ſending them a- 
way that he might nor die in their 
bght ; and when he found himſelf come 
alittle again, ſending for them up, and 

. mes | 
telling them; 2; y avoit en. a 
core pour une demy heure de fox one' Half hour of 
Converſation. This was the Converſation, 
| CharaQter of Monſieur Hoeft, who was 
great 1aclination of mine, tho he paf- 
X 2 ſed 
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ſed for a humorous Man ; and told me, 
I was the only Ambaſſador he had ever 
viſited 1n his life : He had all the Credit 
that could be in this Town, without 
ſeeking, or minding, or uſing it ; where- | 
as Valkeener ſought and courted it all | * 
that could be, without having half the | ' 
others; being a Moroe and Formal Man, | 
bur of great induſtry , much Thought, | & 
and as was believed, Avarice, and ma- | ( 
king the turns eaſily, that were necefſs. | . 
Ty in the Government, to carry his ends. | f 
Theſe two had long been Enemies, and | 3 
thought irreconcilable , till the French 4 V 
Inſtruments at this time with great Art | tl 
and Induftry made up the Quarrel, and | C 
joined them both in the deſign of ma. | *! 
king the Peace upon the Terms offered J *< 
by France. 
The Parliament meets in January by | Of 
Anticipation of that Seffion which ſeem- J 1 
ed'to import ſome thing of great Con- | <a 
ſequence: The King acquaints them 
with the League he had made in Ho | # 
land,” and asks them Money upon it for | th 
putting himſelf in a Poſture to carry 0n 
the War if the Peace failed ; which the] 2/ 
Parliament gave him, upon the hopes of | th 
the War, and not of the Peace, The lie 
Conſtitution of. this Parliament , ror ha 
| * a 


LIRAI 


M £MO1LR Ss. 


had fat ſeventeen Years, was grown into 
two known FaCtions, which were called, 
That of Court and Country ; the Court 
Party were grown numerous, by a Pra- 
ice introduced by my Lord Clifford, of 
downright buying of one Man after a- 
nother, as they could make the bargain. 
The Country Party was ſomething 
greater yet in number, and kept in more 
Credit upon the Corruption of others, 


and their own pretence of ſteadineſs to 


the true Intereſt of the Nation, elpect- 
ally in the Points of France and Popery ; 
where theſe came in queſtion, many of 
the Court Party voted with thole of the 
Country , who then carried all before 
them ; but whenever the Court ſeemed 
to fall in with the true Intereſts of the 
Nation, eſpecially in thoſe two Points, 
then many of the Country Party mean- 
ing fairly, fell in with the Court, and 
carried the Votes, as they now did upon 
the King's Pretence to grow bold with 
France, and to reſolve upon the War, it 
the Peace were refuſed. 
In OFober, Friburgh had been taken by 
a feinte of the Duke of Crequi's, before 
the Duke of Lorra;n could come to re- 
lieve it ; and in the ſame Month Stertia 
had been taken by the EleQor [of Bran- 
X 3 denbyrgh, 


JMI 


het 


Z1IO 


MrmMOiIks. 


denburgh , after a vigorous Reſiſtance, 
which lett the ſcales as even as they were 
before between the two Feagues. 

ln Janary, upon che delays of France 
to agree the King's Conditions of a Peace, 
his Majeſty entred into a Negotiation 
with the Miniſters of the Contederates 
at Londox, in caſe France went on to re- 
fuſe them ; but the hopes of a Peace 
was on a ſudden daſht by the French At- 
tempts upon Tpre, and Threats of Offend, 
where the King immediately ſends For- 
ces over, at the defire of the Spaniſh Am- 
baſſador, for ſecurity of that important 
Place ; nor did the French Ambaſſador 
ſeem to reſent at all this Pace of his 
Majeſty, but continued his Court and 
Treaty with all the fairneſs that could 
be. 

Towards the end of February, the King 
of France marching in the Head of his 
Army, and carrying the Queen and La- 
dies to-Mez!z, ſeemed to Threaten Lyt- 
z2nbaroh, or Namur, or Mons ; but ha- 
ving drawn the Spaniſh Forces that way, 
on # fudden crofſes the Country, fits 
down before Gazr, and by the end of rhe 
Month takes both that Town and Tyre, 
and thereby gives a mighty Alarm to 
Hollzxd4 and ſtrengthens the Credit 32 
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Endeavours of thoſe he had already 
diſpoled to his Terms of a Peace, as 

rown now abſolutely neceſſary ; while 
England ſeemed reſolved to go into 
the War, or at leaſt furniſh'd the 
Confederates with many ſuch hopes. 
About the firſt of April, France made 
a-Publick declaration of the Terms up- 
on which they were reſolved to make 
the Peace ; which tho very different 
from thoſe agreed between his Majeity 
and Holland, and more from the preten- 
tions of the Allies; yet having, as to 
what concern'd $p4iz and Hol1nd, been 
firſt privately agreed with ſome Leaders 
of the Principal Towns, proved indeed 
the Plaz of the Peace both for Hll1nd 
and all the other Confederates engaged in 
the War. And here the Frexch began that 
imperious way of Treating, which they 
afterwards purſued in the whole Nego- 
tiation of the enſuing Peace, declaring 
fuch and ſuch was the Conditions they 
would admit, and no other ; and upon 
which their Enemies might chuſe either 
Peace or War as they pleaſed ; andto 
which Fraxce pretended not ro be tied 
longer than to the Tenth of My, after 
which, they would be at liberty to 
change, or reſtrain them as they ſhould 
thiak fir, X 4 About 


JMI 


312 


MrmMOIRSs. 


About this time,:I happened to be 
with my Lord Treaſurer one Evening in 
his Cloſet, when a Packet came to him 
from Mr. Montague Embaſſador at Pars, 
giving him an account of a large Con. 
terence Monſieur Lowwoy had lately had 
with. him, by the King his Maſter's Or- 
der, wherein he repreſented the meaſures 
they : had already taken for a. Peace in 
Holand upon the French Terms 3 That 
ſince they were agreed there, they hop. 
ed his Majeſty would not be againſt it; 
That however, France had ordered him 
to make his Majeſty the offer of a great 
Sum of Money for his Conſent, tho' to 
a thing already accepted by Holand, 
and wherein his Majeſty was conſe. 
quently not concerned. That Monſieur 
Lowvoy deſired the Ambaſſador to write 
this immediately to Lord Treaſurer, and 
to offer him a very Conſiderable Sum for 
himſelf, that ſhould be ſent over in Mo- 
ney, Jewels, or by Bills, as he: ſhould 
chuſe ; and Mr. Montague added, That it 
was deſired this Aﬀair ſhould be treated 
only between them two, and not com- 
municated to either of the Secretaries of 
State. My Lard Treafurer read the Let- 
ter to me, and I faid, Well my Lord, 
What da you ſay to the Offer ? He An- 

| | {fwered, 
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ſwered, That he thought *cwas the 
ſame thing as if it ſhould be made to 
the King to] have Windſor put into the 
French Inn, and ſo he ſhould treat it; 
and that we had nothing to do but to 
go on with our Treaty with the Confe- 
rates, This his Lordſhip and I were 
incharged with, and had brought near 
a concluſion , when Letters came from 
Mr. Hyde, with Repreſentations made 
him from the Penſioner at the Hague, of 
the diſpoſitions in Holand running vio- 
lently into a Peace, and the abſolute ne- 
ceſfity he thought there was of conclu- 
ding it, upon the taking of Gazr, and 
danger of Antwerp, which was then 
threatned, and the loſs wherecot would 
be ſo fatal to the Trade of Holland, eſpe- 
cially Amfterdam. Hereupon Mr. Godol- 
phin was diſpatched immediately into 
| Holnd, to bring the laft and ſureſt Ac- 
count he could get of the reſolutions 
there upon this Afﬀair, and return with 
the greateſt ſpeed he could ; he did fo, 
and brought the ſame account of all dif: 
poſitions which Mr. Hyde had given, and 
in the proceſs of our Treaty with the 
Confederates, Monſieur Vaz Beuning- 
ham, when he came to the point, was 
forced ta confeſs, That he had no Powers 
£0 
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to conclude, without tirſt communicating 


to the: States, which muſt draw into 
kength and uncertainty, + 

About this time the French Ambaſly- 
dor began to change his Language, who 
had ever before pretended , That his 
Majeſty ſhould be always Arbiter of the 
Peace ; but now aſluring that his Maſter 
had agreed with Holland, he ſeemed to 
wonder and expoſtulate why the King 
ſhould pretend to obrain better Terms 
for the Spaniards, than their Allies the 
Dutch were content with. 

I was then prefſed by the King and 
Lord Treaſurer to go into Holland to 
know their final reſolutions, whether 
they would yet go. on with the War, in 
caſe his Majeſty ſhould go into it ? But 
I excuſed my ſelf, knowing the Dutch 
were too much -preſt by ſo near ap- 
proaches of France, to declare themlelves 
upon a reſerve. of the King's ; ard faid, 
if his Majeſty reſolved to go:that way, 
he muſt . firft take his meaſures with 
the. Parliamenr for the War, and then 
ſend them word in Hollayd, he was rea- 
dy todeclare it in caſe they would pur- 
lue it ; and upon this Meffage, It knew 
the Dutch fo : well as to believe they 
would 'do it, : and. keep clote to yo 

ate 
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late Alliance with his Majeſty. This 
the King was unwilling to do, but poſt- 
ed Mr. Godolphin again into Hokhand 
abour the middle of 4pri/, ro know 
their final refolutions ; and Prorogued 
the Parliament for Fourteen Days. 

During theſe Negotiations, and fince 
the Money given by the Parliament, 
and in Six Weeks time the King had rat- 
{ed an Army of about Tweaty thouſand 
Men , the compleateft, and in all ap- 
pearance the braveſt Troops that could 
be any were ſeen, and might have rai- 
ſed many more upon fo great a concur- 
rence of the Peoples humour with his 
Majeſty's ſeeming defign of entring in- 
toa War againſt France; and it was 
confeſt by all the Foreign Miniſters, 
That no King in Chri/terdom could have 
made and compleated ſuch a Levy as this 
appeared, 1n {ach a time. 

My Lord Treaſurer. upon the Twen- 
tieth came to me, and aſſured me of the 
King's reſolution being at n_— fixed 
to go into the War, and delired me 
to prepare what the King was to fay 
to the Parliament upon this occaſion, 
which I did ; When I carried it to 
my Lord Treaſurer, I met rhwe 
Letters from Mr. Fiyde- and Gadolphin 

That 
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That Holland abſolutely delird the Peace, 
even upon the Terms propoſed by 
France, and had reſolvd to ſend Mon- 
fieur Y2z Lewen over hither, to diſpoſe 
the King to be contented with them. He 
arrivd, and the King ſent me immediate- 
ly to him, to know his Errand, He was 
the Chief of the Town of Leydey, and 
had joyn'd with Amſterdam , Harkm, 
Delf, and ſome others, in promoting the 
Peace, even upon the French Conditi- 
ons - But being a Man of Great Honour 
and Worth, and having done it upon 
the ſuſpicion that Exgl/and was ſtill at 
bottom i» with Frazce, and that all the 
reſt was but Grimace ; the Prince had 
procured him to be ſent over on pur. 
poſe to ſatisfie himſelf (and thereby his 
Complices for the Peace) that the Kings 
intentions were determined to enter into 
the War which his Highneſs thought 

the only means to prevent the Peace. 
When I came to Monſieur Yar Lewen, 
he told me freely, That it was the moſt 
againſt their hearts in Hollazd that could 
be, to make a Peace upon Terms ſolow 
and unſafe for Flanders ; and that if the 
King had gone into the War, as was pro» 
miſed, upon Fran:e delaying of refuſing 
to accept his Scheme, they would cer- 
tainly 
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tainly have continued it : but his Maje- 
ſty's Proceedings look'd ever fince ; fo 
uncertain or unreſoly'd, that it had rai- 
ſed Jealouſies in Holand of our Meaſures 
being at bottom fixd and cloſe with 
France:which made moſt of the Towns in 
Holland think they had nothing elle left 
to do, but to go /» with them too as faſt 
as = could ; and the g_ of the 
French Army to Antwerp left them now 
no time to deliberate : Yet he profeſſed 
to me in private, That if the King would 
immediately declare che War, he behie- 
ved the States would till go onrwith 'it, 
in purſuit of their Alliance,and the Terms 
therein contained. 

I made this Report to the King; who 
ſeem'd poſitive to declare the War, in 
caſe” the Parliament advis'd him, and 


promis'd to ſupport it ; when an unlucky 


peeviſh Vote, mov'd by Sir, T —C—— 


in ſpite to my Lord Treaſurer, ' paſ- 
ſed the Houſe of Commons, That no Mo- 
zey ſbould be given, till ſatisfattion was re. 
ceived in matters of Religion. This left 
all ſo looſe and ſo lame, that the King 
was in a rage, repoachd me with my 
Popular Notions, as he term'd them, and 
ask'd me when or how I thonght he 
could truſt the Houſe of Commons to 


carry 
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carry him through the 'War, if-he ſhoulg 

engage in it ? And 1 had not much in- 

deed to ſay, confidering the Temper 

and: Fattions of.che Houſe ; nor could ] 

well ckar it tomy ſell, by my Obſerya- 

tioa, - whether the King was firmly re- 
folved to enter. iato the War ;: or if he 

did ; - whether the Houſe of Commons 
would have ſupported him in it, or turn. 

ed-.it-only to ruin the Miniſters by the 

King's Nece(lities. Tis certaton, no Vote 

could ever have paſſed more nnhappily, 

nor-in ſuch a Counter Seaſon, nor more 

croſs tothe hemour of the Houſe, which 
ſeem'd generally bent upon engaging his 

Majeſty inthe War ; and the Perſon that 

moved it was, I believe, himſelf as much 
of thar-mind as any of the reſt ; bat ha- 
ving fince the loſs-of his Employment 
at Court, ever aQed a Part of great ani- 
moſity in oppoſition to the prefent Mi- 
niftry;in whoſe hands ſoever it was; This 
pnvate ill humour: carried him: contrary 
to his Publick intentions, as he did many 
more in the Houſe, who pretended to be 
wery willing to:fapply the King npon oc- 
calion:of the War,oreven of his debts, but 
that they wovld-not do it during my Lord | tc 
Treatkarer's Miniftry. In ſhort, there was tl 
fucha fataland macual diſtruſt _— the i 
ourt 
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Court and Parliament , as it was- very 
hard to fall into any ſound Meaſures be- 
tweenthem. The Kiog at leaft now ſaw 
he had loſt his time'ot entring into the 
War if he had amind to it 3 and that 
he ought'ro have done -it ( upon my 
Lord Dwyrai's return, and) with the 
whole:Confederacy. And my Lord Eſſex 
told 'mei, I had been a Prophet, in re- 
fuling /to 'go into #Þ/lavd to make that 
Alliance, which had, -as I faid, pleaſed 
none” at 'home or abroad, and had now 
loſt aW Our meaſures. in Holland; and 
turn'd theirs upon: Frax:e. 


Bur' the turn that the King gave all 
this, 'was, That (ince rhe Durch would 
have'a Peace upon the Frexch Terms, 
and France' offered Money for his' Con- 
ſent, ito:what he could not help, he did 
not 'know' why he ſhould nor get the 
Money ; and thereupon ordered me to 
Treat upon it with the French Ambaſla- 
dor, 'who had Orders to that Purpoſe. 'I 
would have excuſed my ſelf, but he Bid'1 
could-not help ſeeing him, for he would 
be with me at my Houſe by Seven next 
Morningz He accordingly came, and-I 
told him very truly, I had been ill in 
the-rmight, and could not enter mto Bn- 
lineſs. © The Ambaſſador was much &il- 


appoin- 
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appointed, and prefſed me all he could, 
but I defended my ſelf upon my illneſs, 
till at length he left me without entring 
upon any thing. When I got up, I went 
immediately to Sheez, Writ to my Lord 
Treaſurer by my ;Wife, May the Tenth 
1678, how much I was unſatisfied with 
being put upon ſach a Treaty with the 
Fremch Ambaflador , that belonged not 
at all tomy Poſt, and which they knew 
I thought diſhonourable to the. King ; 
and thereupon't offered to relign to His 
Majeſty, both my Ambaſly at Nimeguen, 
and my promiſe of ſecretary of State's 
Place, to be diſpoſed by his Majeſty as 
he pleaſed. My Lord Treaſurer ſent 
me word, The King forced no'Man upon 
what he had no mind to ; but if Ireſol- 
ved this ſhould 'be ſaid to him, I muſt 
do it my ſelf, or. by ſome other, for he 
would not make my court fo ill, as to 
ſay it for me, and ſo it reſted, and I con- 


tinued at Sheen, without ſtirring till the 


King {ent for me. 
- In the mean cime; from the beginning 


of -May, the ill humour of the. Houſe of 


; Commons, began to break out- by ſeve- 


ral Diſcourſes and Votes againſt the Mi- 
niſters and their ConduQ, which increa- 


{ed the ill opinion his Majeſty had'con- 


ceived 
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ceived of their Intentions in preſſing him 
ro enter upon a War, yet notwithſtan- 
ding all this, he had (as I was told by a 
good hand) conceived ſuch an Indignati- 
on at one Article of the private Treaty 
propoſed by Monſieur Bari/lor, that he 
ſaid, he would never forget it while he 
lived ; and tho? he ſaid nothing to me of 
his Reſentment, yer he ſeemed at this 
time more reſolved to enter into the 
War, than I had ever before ſeen or 
thought him, 

Monfienr Ruwizny the Son, was dil- 
patched into France, to know the laſt 
intentions of that Court, upoa the terms 
of the Peace propoſed by His Majeſty, 
but brought no Anſwer clear or politive ; 
ſo as His Majeſty went on to compleat 
his Levies, and ro prepare for the War ; 
but May the eleventh, the Houſe of 
Commons paſled another Negative upon 
the Debate of Money ; which ſo offend- 
ed the King, that he Prorogued them 
or ten days, believing in that time his 
Intentions to enter into the War, would 
appear ſo clear, as to fatisfe the Houle, 
and put them in better humour. Monſieur 
Van Lewen diſtalled with theſe delays, 
and the Counterpaces between King and 


Parliament, begins to diſcourſe boldly 
Y of 
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of the neceſſity his Maſters found, to 
make tie Pezce as they could, lince 
there was no relying upon any meaſures 
with Ez2/4nd for carrying on the War, | | 
and the Seaſon was too far advanced to | 
admit any longer delays. Upon theſe J 
Diſcourſes from him, His Majeſty began | | 
to cool his Talk of a War, and toilay, | 1 
The Peace muſt be left to the Courſe | « 
which Ho/and had given it ; and tho' up- I | 
on May the twenty third, the Parlia- | { 
ment met, and ſeemed in much, better } t 
temper than they parted, yet news | 
coming about, the ſame time FRA Mon- 
ſieur Beverning Was ſeat by the States 
to the Frexch Court at Gant, to,propole 
a Ceſſation of Arms for lix Weeks, 1n or: 
der to negotiate and agree the Terms of 
the Peace in that time, the Aﬀairs be- 
gan now to be looked upon both in 
Court and Parliament, as a thing con- 
cluded, or at leaſt as, liks to.receive no | t 
other motion. than what ſhould be given | v 
it by H:az4, and Erauce. And:indeed, | v 
the diſpoſition; were ſo inclined, to iton | t! 
both (ides, that the Terms were ſoon ad- | t 
julted between them, Theſe Articles | n 
having been ſo pub/icx,I ſhall not trouble | $ 
my ſ-1f co, inſert,.them, but. only ſay, | h 
they ſeemed fo harg both to Spajn, and s li 
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the Northern Princes, who had made 
great Conqueſts upon the Swedes, that 
they all declared they would never ac- 
cept them; and when the Frexch Am- 
baſſadors, at Nimegnuen delired Sir Lion! 
Jenkins to carry them to the Confede- 
rates, he refuſed to. do it, or to have part 
ig a Treaty, or Conditions of Peace, fo 
different from what the King his Maſter 
had propoſed, and what both His Maje- 
Ry and H {and had obliged themſelves 
to purſue by their late Treaty at the 
Hague. 

About this time, France by a ConduCt 
yery {urprizing, having ſent Monſjeur 
| 4 Fenilade to Mcſſiva, with a common 
expeQation of reinforcing the War in 
Sicily), ſhewed the Intention was very 
different, and of a ſudden, ordered all 
their Forces to abandon that Ifland, with 
whom-many M:ſſzneſes returned, fearing 
the Vengeance of the YSpariards , to 
whom they were now expoſed ; and this 
was the. only important Service done 
that Crown, by all His Majelty's Inten- 
| tions or Preparations to aſh{t them ; for 
; | no Man doubted that the abandoning of 
{| Sicily was wholly owing to the appre- 
henſions in Fraxce of a War with Eze- 


land , Which they thought would give 
T 2 them 
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them but too much occaſion for imploy- 
ing of their Forces ; and indeed the cyes 
and hopes of all the Confederates were 
now turned ſo wholly upon Exglard for 
any reſource in their Aﬀairs, after Hol. 
{and had deſerted them ( as they thought 
by ſuch precipitate terms of a Peace, 
that many of the chief Miniſters art 
Nimegnen left that place, as of no more 
uſe to the Treaty it was deligned for, 
and went into Exoland, where they 
thought the whole Scene of that Afﬀair 
then lay, among whom was Count Ar 
toine the Daniſh Ambaſſador, and ſoon 
after, Monſieur O/:verrants, the Swed'ſh, 
with the EleQtor of Brandenburgh's En- 
voy, and ſeveral others. 

However, the Negotiation continued 


there berwcen the Frexch Ambaſſadors, 


and Monſieur B-ver»ins, till he was ſent 
to the French Camp, where he concluded 
the Terins of the Peace towards the end 
of J»-, and a Ceſlation from all Hoſti- 
litics in Hand-rs, for (Ix weeks, which 
was given to the /2utch, ro endeavour 
the S92/:rds entring into the Peace up- 
on the Terms they had propoſed for 
them. Andin the whole Courſe of this 
Negotiation, Frazce ſeemed to have no 
regatd', bur for Flland, and for w_ 
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ſo much, that the moſt Chriſtian King 

aſſured the States, that tho? S>:eu {hould 

not agree, yet he had ſuch care of their 

ſatisfaction, that he would always pro- 

vide ſuch a Barriere in [{:z4.r« ſhould 

be lefr,, as they thought neceſſary for 

their ſafety ; and that after the Peace 

ſhould be made, and the ancient Amity | 
reftored, he would be ready to enter in- 

to ſuch Engagements and Meaſures with 

them, as ſhould for ever ſecure their Re- 
pole and their Liberty. 

This was by all interpreted an invidi- 
ous word, put in on purpoſe to cajole the 
Enemies of the Prince, who ever pre- 
tended: the ſuſpicions of his afﬀfeRing 
more Authority than they defired, and 
thereby kept up a Popular Party inthe 
State, the chiet of whom had been the 
chiet Promoters of- the preſent Peace 3 
and indeed the Prizce was not at all re- 
ſerved in the Endeavours of oppoſing ir, 
but uſed all that was poſſible and agree- 
ab'e to the Forms of the'State; yet all 
in vain, the humour having ſpread fo 
far at hrit in Hofand, and trom thence 
into the other Provinces, that it was no 
longer to be oppoſed or diverted by the 
Prince, 
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In the mean time, Eg /avd was grown 
pretty indifferent in the matter of the 
Peace, and Spain ſeemed well mclined 
to accept their part of it : But the '\Em- 
peror, the King of D-»mari, and Ete- 
ctor of Brand nburg, tell into the high- 
eſt Declarations and Reproaches againſt 
the States, that could be well invented, 
ripping up all they had ventured and 
ſuffered in a War they had begun only 
for the preſervation of Holland ; how 
they were now abandoned by them in 
pretending to conclude Imperious and 
Arbitrary terms of Peace upon them 
without their conſent : That they were 
willing to treat with France, and make 
a Peace upon any ſafe and reaſonable 
Conditions, but would never endure. 10 
have them impoſed as from a Conqueror, 
and - would venture all, rather than c- 
cept them, eſpecially thofe for the Duke 
cf Loryain, whoſe cale was the worſt 
treated, tho' the moſt- favoured in ap- 
pearance by all the Confederates, and 
the leaſt conteſted by Fraxce. 

NotwithRanding all theſe ſtorms from 
their Allies, the Dutch were little mov'd 
and held on their courſe, having ſinall 
regard to any of their ſatisfaction, be- 
fides that of S>:z4 in wheat concern'd the 

Sitety 
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Safety of Flanders; and the neceffitics 
of that Crown made them eaſte, tho” as 
lirtle contented as the reſt : So as the 
Peace: was upon the point of ſigning by 
the Eyenach and Dytch Ambaſſadors, when 
an 'unexpetted incidenr fell in, which 
had like to have overturnd this whole 
Fabrick, and to have renew'd the War 
with greater Heats, arid more equal For- 
ces, by etigaging 'Exlz24 to a (nite of ir 
in favourof the Confederates \vhich they 
had beenTong praftiſing without Succeſs, 

and now without Hopes. "of 
In the Conditions which H9!!a24 had 
made for the French reftoring the fix 
Towns -in Flandeys to Spiiz, there was 
no particular mention rhade of the tire 
of that Reſticutwn : The /D#tch under- 
ſtanding as well as the Spanizrd;, That 
it was to be upon the Ratifications of the 
Peace' with Spain and Hollzna, whethet 
any of the other Allies on each (ide were 
included, or no. But when the D/ch 
Treaty was near ſigning, the Marqueſs 
de Balbaces either found or made ſome 
occaſion of enquiring more particularty 
of the French Intentions upon this Porn. 
The French Ambaſſadors made no diffi- 
culty of declariag, That the King, their 
Maſter, being obliged to fee an entire 
Y.4 Reſti- 
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Reſtitution made to the Swedes, of all 
they had loſt in the War, could not eva. 
cuate the Towns in Flanders, till thoſe 
to the Swedes were likewiſe reſtored ; 
and that this detention of Places, was 
the only, means to induce the Princes of 

the North to accept of the Peace. 
Monſieur Bevering gave Account to 
his Maſters of this new pretence, and 
the States crder'd him to let the French 
Ambaſſadors know, he could nor (iga the 
Peace without the Reſticution ofthe Pla- 
ces in Flanders upon the Ratihcation of 
the Treaty. - The French Ambaſſadors 
were firm on tother fide, and faid, 
Their Orders were poſitive to infilt upon 
the Reſtitution of, Swede. The States 
herenpon ſent to Monligur /"as;Lewey to 
acquaint His Majeſty with this unexpeCt- 
ed Incident, and to 'know his Opinion 
and Reſolution upon a point ,of ſo great 
moment to the Peace of Chrifteada on 
the one ſide, and to. the Safety of Flaw 
ders on the other; The King was diffi- 
Ccultiat firſt to believe it, but lending to 
the Frezch Ambaſſador at Londos to know 
the Truth of it, and finding him own his 
Maſter's intention not to evacuate the 
Towns till the General Peace was con- 
cluded, and Svedea ſatisfied 3; He was 
both 
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both ſurpris'd and angry at this proceed- 
ing of France , and next morning ſent 
for me to the Foreign Committee, and 
there declar'd his reſolution of ſending 
me immediately into Ho//and with Com- 
mifſion to fign a Treaty with the States, 
by which they ſhould be obliged to carry 
on the War, and His Majeſty to enter 
into it, in caſe France ſhould not conſent 
within'a;certain time lmited, to evacu- 
ate the Towns. The Duke fell into this 
Counſel with great-warmch, and ſaid at 
the Committee, That ic was plain by this 
pace, that France was not liacere in the 
buſineſs of the Peace ; That they aim'd 
at the Univerſal Monarchy ; and that 
none but His Majeſty could hinder them 
from it, in the poſture that Chriſtendom 
ſtood, All the Lords of the Committee 
agreed -with ſo gerieral' a concurrence; 
that it:was hard ta-xmagine this ſhould 
not prove a ſteddy.Refolution, How lit- 
tle ſoever' we had-been given toany ſuch, 
His Majeſty took the pains to preſs an 
Lewen to go over wich me, to perſwade 
the States of the (incerenets and conſtancy 
of his reſolution to purſue this meaſure 
wich the urmolſt of his Power ;. and took 
upon himſelf to excute ro the States his 
Maſters,the making this Journey without 
Their conſent. Upon 
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this Difpatch Mr. Go#v1bhis, | fic 

who had been fo. lately in Hons rold | 6 
me, That if 1 bronght the Statevto the | tt 
Treaty, His Majeſty propos'd upon 'this | w 
aecalion, he would move the'Partiament | py 
to have ty Statue ſet up ; vt Snccefs | ti 
whereof 'may deſerve a further'Remark | C 
40-4ts dne place. ELL 
\ 1 Monſteur Fez Levey and'Þ went over | & 
in Fly 1678; in two ſeveral Yatehits, but |] fo 
met ſoon at the Hagwe, where; Upon my | x1 
fr Qonference with the Commithoners | $| 
ofi $ecret Aﬀairs, one of them made me | fr 
the handfomeſt Dxtch Compliatent Ihad } + 
mer: with, \[ hat 1h:y efteemed ay coming | P 
mmtb Holland, like that of the Swallow's 
which browht fair Weather aliveys with | « 
82, ++ \ ' a i 
;'The. Prince received me with the |] 1 
greateſt joy 1n the World, hoping by my | h 
Errand, : and the:Succeſs of it; either to' | jr 
cohtinue the War, or recover fuch Con- | v 
ditions of the Peace for his Allies, as had | a 
been wreſted out of his hands by force | 6 
of a Faction begun at Amſterdam, and | Þ 
ſpread. fince into the reſt of the Pro- | h 
UINCES. | t 
. To make way for this Negotiation, | | p 
concerred with Monficur Va» Lewex to | a 
Þane at- his Country-houſe, with = {i 
Ieur 
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fieur Hoeft of Amſtertlam, Vant Tielt of 
Harlem, Patz of Rotterdam, and XWo'er 
three more of the Chief Burgomaſters 
who had promoted the Peace, or rather 
precipitated it, upon 'the French Condi- 
tions. Afrer Dinner we entred into long 
Conferences , in which Monſhtur Yaz 
Lewen aflurd them with preat 'Confi- 
dence of the King's (incereneſs 1n the re- 
ſolutions he had taken, and ſeconded ve- 
ry effetually all I had to fay upon that 
Subjet ; which had the more credit 
from one who had gone as far as any of 
them in purſuit and acceptance of the 
Peace. 

The Prince was 1mpatient to know 
what had paſſed in rhis Meeting, which 
made me go to him that Evening ; and 
I rold him what I was very confident to 
have found, That Monſieur Patz was 
mcurable, and not otherwiſe to be dealr 
with ; but that all the reſt were good 
and well-meaning Perſons to their Coun- 
try, abuſed firſt by Jeelonfies of His 
Highneſſes's Match in Exg/td, by appre- 
henſions of Our Court being' wholly in 
the Meaſures of Frante, and by the 
plauſible Offers of France towards ſuch 
a Peace as they could defire from thern- 
ſelves, That they were ſomething en- 

lightned 
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lightned by the late refuſal of delivering 
up the Spaniſh Towns till the ſatisfatti- 
on of Sweden ; and would, I doubted not, 
awaken their ſeveral Towns, ſo as to 
make them receive favourably His Ma. 
jeſty's Propolition upon this ConjunQure, 
It happen'd accordingly ; for Monſieur 
Hoeft propoſing at Amſterdam to make a 
tryal and judgment of the fincerity of 
France upon the whole proceeding of the 
Pexce, by their evacuating the Spaniſh 
Towns, and without it to continue the 
War ; he cairied his Point there, in 
ſpight of /alkexecr, and the {ame follow- 
ed 1n all the reſt of the Towns : So that 
when 1 fell into this Negotiation, I con- 
cluded the Treaty in fix days ;, by which 
France was obliged to declare within 
fourteen afrer the date thereof, That 
they would evacuate the Spaniſh Towns; 
or,. 10 caſe of their refuſal, Hollund was 
engag'd to go on with the War,and Exz- 
{1a wnmediately to declare ir againſt 
France, in conjuntion with Hollend and 
the relt of; the Confederates, 

It::415 hardly to be imagined what a 
new life this gave to the Authority and 
Fortunes of the Prizce of Oranze, who 
was now owned by the States to have 
made a truer judgment than they had 

done 
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done, of the meaſures they were to ex- 
peCt both from France and Exeland; the 
laſt having proceeded ſo reſolutely to 
the offers of entring into the War ; 
(which was never believed in Holand ) 
and France, after raiſing ſo important a 
difficulty in the Peace, having proceeded 
inthe War fo far as to Block up Mozs, one 
of the beſt Frontiers remaining to Flax- 
ders, which was expected to fall into 
their hands, before the Terms fixed for 
the concluſion or rupture of the Peace 
ſhould expire. 

Preparations were made with the 
greateſt vigour imaginable for his High- 
neſss Expedition to relieve Moxs, and 
about Ten thouſand Ezg/ifh already ar- 
rived in Flanders, were ordered to March 
that way and joyn the Prince. He went 
into the Field, with a firm belief that 
the War would certainly go on, fince 
France ſeemed too far engaged in Ho- 
noitr to yield the evacuation of the 
Towns ; and tho' they ſhould, yet Se.172 
could not be ready to agree and Sign the 
Peace within the Term limired: And he 
thought that he left the States reſolved 
not to conclude otherwiſe than in con- 
junction with that Crown. And bhe- 
lides, he hoped to envage the Frenr/ 

Army 
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Army, before the term for Signing the 
Peace ſhould. expire, and reſolved to re- 
lieve. Mans, or dye in the attempt, whe- 
ther: the Peace ſucceeded or no ;, fo as 
the continuance of the War ſeemed: ine- 
vitable. But: no man (ince Solomon ever 
enough. conſidered how ſubjett all things 
are to Time and Chance, nor how: poor 
Diviners the wiſeſt men are of future 
Evengs, how plainly ſfoever all things 
may ſzem, laid towards the: producing 
them ; oor upon how ſmall accidents 
the greateſt Counſels and, Revolutions 
turn,, Which was, never more. proved 
ug by. the courſe, and:event of this Af- 
alr. 

After the Treaty concluded, 2nd. fgni- 
fied to France, all the Arts that could be, 
were on that ſide imployed to. elude it, 
by: drawing this matter into; Treaty, or 
into greater length, which had ſugcecd- 
ed ſo well in, Emg/and. They. offered to 
Treat upon it at St. Luextin, then at 
Gant , where the King Himſelf would 
meer ſuch Ambaſſadors as the Dutch 
ſhould ſend to either of thoſe Towns. 
But the States were frm, not. to; recede 
from their late Treaty concluded with 
His Majeſty, and ſo continued till about 
five days before the term was to, cn 

Then 
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Then arrived from, Exg/a4d one De Cros ; 
formerly a Frexch, Monk , who fome 
time Gince had left, bis Frock for a Petsi- 
coat, and inlinnaged himſelf fo far in the 
Sweai/h Court as to procure a Coms- 
miſſion ( or Credence art leaſt ) for a 
certain petty Agency in Ereland. As 
Londgn. he had devoted himſelf wholly 
to Monhgeur Barillon the French Ambal- 
ſador, tho? pretending to purſue the: In- 
tereſts of, Swede, About a Week after I 
had. ſent: a Secretary into. Exglazd' with 
the Freaty Signed. This Man. brought 
me a Packet trom, Court, Commanding 
me to, go ummediately away to Nimegren, 
and thexe, to endeavour all I conld (and 
from, Flis Majeſty ) to. perſwade the Smwe- 
diſþ Ambaſſadors to let the Frexch there 
know , That they would, for the good 
of Chriftkendow., conſent , and. even'de. 
fire the King. of France no longer to 
defer the Evacuation of the Towns, and 
conſequently the Peace upon the ſole re- 
gard and intereſtof the Crown of Swedey. 
I was likewiſe Commanded to aſſure the 
ſaid Ambaſſadors. that after this Peace 
His Majeſty would uſe all the moſt et- 
fetual. Endeavours he could for reſti- 
tution of.the Towns, and. Countries th 
Smeaes had loſt-in the War, 

It 
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It was not eaſie for any Man to be 
more ſurprized than I was by this Di- 
{patch:; but the Penlioner Fage/ was ſtun. 
ned, who came and told me the whole 
Contents of it, before I had mentioned 
it to any Man; and that De Cros had 
gone about moſt induſtriouſly to the 
Deputies of the ſeveral Towns, and ac. 
quainted them with ir ; and that the 
Terms of the Peace were abſolutely 
conſented, and agreed , between the 
two Kings; that he had brought me or- 
ders to go ſtrait to Nimeguen, and that 
I ſhould at my arrival there, meet with 
Letters from my Lord Sunderland, the 
King's Ambaſſador at Paris, with all the 
particulars concluded between them. 

How this Diſpatch by De Cros was 
gained, or by whom, I will not pretend 
to determine ; but upon my next return 
for Enzland, the Duke told me, That 
He knew nothing of it till it was gone, 
having been a Hunting that morning ; 
my Lord Treaſurer faid all .that could 
be to excuſe himſelt of it; and Inever 
talked of it to Secretary Williamſ-n ; but 
the King indeed told me pleaſantly, That 
the Rogue De Cros had out-witted them 
all. The Account I met with at' Court 
was, That thele Orders -were por 

an 
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and diſpatched one morning in an hours 
time , and in. the Dutcheſs of Porr/- 
mouth's Chamber: by the intervention 
and; purſuit of Monſieur Borillon, Row- 
ever it-was, and -» what endeavours ſoever 
were made immediately after ,-at our 
Court, to retrieve this Game, it never 
could be done.; and this one Incident 
changed the whole Fate ot: Chriſten- 
dom ;. and with fo little ſeeming'ground 
for-any. ſuch Counſel, that betore De 
Cros's arrival at the Flagne, the Smuediſh 
Ambaſſadors at Nim?s ven had made the 
very ſame Declaration and Inſtances to 
the French Ambaſſadors there', that I 
was poſted away from the F/azue upon 
the:pretence of periuading them to re- 
ſolve on. | 
When I arrived 'at Vimeguen, there 
remained but three days of the term 
hixed by the late Treaty between his 
Majeſty and the States, at the Hague, 
either for the Frexch aſſent to the eva- 
cuation of the Towns, or for the carry- 
ing.-on of the War in ConjunQtion of 
Enoland with Holland, and conlequent- 
ly'the reſt of the Confederates. I-tound 
all Men there perſuaded, that the Peace 
would not ſucceed ;. and indeed all ap- 


pearances were againit it, The French 
of Z Ambal- 
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Ambaſſadors had given many Reaſons, 
in a formal ſort of Maxife/to , ta the 
Dutch, why the King, their Maſter, 
could..not conſent to it, without the 
previons fatisfaQtion of Syeden, whoſe In- 
tereſt he eſteemed the ſame with his 
own ; but yer declaring he was willing 
to receive any Expedients the States 
ſhould offer in this matter, either by 
their Ambaſſadors at N7mezuen, or ſuch 
as they ſhould ſend. to his Moſt Chri- 
ſtian Majeſty at St. Quentin, or Gant, 
The Dutch gave them an Anſwer in 
Writing, declaring, it was a matter no 
longer intire, ſince upon the difficulty 
raiſed about the Evacuation, of the 
Towns, the States, their Maſters, had 
been induced to - Treaty with Exo- 
land, from which they could not re- 
cede ; nor from the day therein tixed 
tor determining the Fate of either Peace, 
or War ; and as there was no time, {0 
there could be no uſe of any Deputation 
to St. Quentin, or Gant ; nor any other 

Expedient, beſides the aſſent of France, 

ro evacuate the Towns. After this, the 

French Ambaſſadors had declared to the 

Dutch, That they had found the King, 
their Maſter, was reſolved, at the 'defire 

of the Szedes, to retard the Peace no 
longer 
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longer upon their conſideration ; and 
would conſent to evacuate the Towns, 
upon condition the States would ſend 
their Deputies to treat upon the ways 
of ſecuring the future fatisfaQtion to 
Sueden , which was by both intended. 
But the Dutch Amballadors continued 
peremptory, that there could be no de- 
puration made by their Maſters ; and 
that if the term fixed by the late Treaty 
with Ezglazd, ſhould elapſe, there was 
no remedy, but the War muſt go on. 
To this the Frexch Ambaſſadors reply- 
ing, that their hands were bound up 
from proceeding further without ſuch a 
Deputation. The Peace was thereupon 
eſteemed deſperate ; and the more fo, 
becauſe, at the ſame time, the Duke 
of Lutzewburgh prefled Mons , and the 
Mareſchal Scombers ſeemed to threaten 
| Colen , demanding of them immediate 
 fatisfattion of the Money that had been 
ſeized, during the Aﬀembly there ; and 
| Bruſſels it ſelf grew unquiet upon their 
 knding themſelves Almoſt ſurrounded by 
French Troops ; fo as the Confederate 
Miniſters thought themſelves ſecure of 
what they had ſo much, and ſo long 
defired, and aimed at, which was a long 
War in conjunttion with Exg/axd; for 
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they neither believed 'France would 
yield a point they had ſo long, and fo 
publickly conteſted ; nor (if they did) 
that the Dutch would ſuffer their Am- 
baſſadors to ſign the Peace without 
Spain; and the time was now too near 
expiring for agreeing the Terms: and 
Draught of a Treaty between the two 
Crowns, which had not yet been in any 
kind digeſted. 

In the midſt of theſe Appearances 
and Diſpolitions at Nimeguen, came the 
fatal day, agreed by the late Treaty at 
the Hague, for determining whether a 
{udden Peace, or a long War., were to 
be reckoned upon, in Chriſtendom ; 
when, in the morning early, Monſienr 
Boreel, who had been ſent from 4m- 
ſterdam to the Dutch: Ambaſladors at Ni 
megues , went to the French. Ambaſla- 
dors; and after .ſome Conference with 
them, thele three Ambaſſadors went im- 
mediately to thoſe, of F/://2zd, and de. 
clared, to them, they had received Or- 
ders to conſent'to the evacuation of the 
Towns, and. thereupon to fign the 
Peace ; but that, it, muſt be done+ that 
very; morning..: Whether the Dutch were 
ſurprized, or no,, they ſeemed to be o ; 
and entring into-, debate upon __" 
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of the Articles, as well as upon the In- 
tereſt of Spaiz, this Conference laſted 
near five hours, but ended in agreement 
upon all the Points, both of Peace and 
Commerce , between France and Hol- 
land ; and Orders for writing all fair 
with the greateſt haſte that was poſſible, 
ſo as the Treaty might be ſigned that 
Night. 

About Four in the Afternoon, the 
French Ambaſſadors , having demanded 
an hour of me, and Sir Lz:oz:/, came to 
us at my Houſe, gave us an account of 
their agreement with the Dutch Ambal- 
ſadors upon all Points in difference be- 
tween them ; and of the Treaty's being 
ſo ordered, as that it ſhould be ſigned 
that Evening and made us the offer 
that they would all come and fign it at 
my Houſe, that ſo we might have the 
part- in it that was due to the Media- 
tors. 

We anſwered them , That having 
been ſent by his Majeſty with inſtru- 
Qions only to mediate a general Peace, 
we could not by our Orders aflift at the 
ſigning of a particular one ; and there- 
fore deſired them to excule us from ha- 
ving any part in this Concluſion be- 
tween them and the Dutch, either by 
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the ſigning it at our Houſes, or by 
uling our Names as Mediators in the 
Treaty. 

The Dutch Ambaſſadors came to us 
likewiſe with the ſame Communication 
and Offer, and received the ſame An- 
{wer ; and I obſerved their Converſation 
upon this mighty and ſudden turn to be 
a good deal embaraſſcd, and ſomething 
irreſolute, and not very well agreed be- 
tween the two Ambaſſadors themſelves. 
Monſieur Beverninz complained of the 
uncertainty of our Conduct in Enzlazd, 
and rhe incurable Jealouſies that De Cros's 
Journey had raiſed in Ho/lazd. That 
ſince the King till deſired the Peace, 
his Maſters had nothing to do but ro 
conclude it ; and that They,the Ambaſla. 
dors, took themſelves lo be ſo inſtructed, 
as that they muſt Sign the Peace upon 
the offers made by the French to evacu- 
ate the Towns. Monſieur Harez did not 
ſeem to me ſo clear in point of their 
Orders, and I never could learn whe- 
ther upon De Cros's Arrival and Dil- 
courſes at the Hagse, the States Depu- 
ties there had ſent Orders to their Am- 
baſſadors at Nimeguen to Sign the Peace 
(even without the Spaniards) in caſe of 


the French aſlenting to the evacuztion of 
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the Towns before they day appointed for 
that purpoſe ſhould expire ; or whether 
only the Town of Amſterdam had by 
Boreel ſent that advice to Monſieur Be- 
verning, With aſſurances to bear him out 
in what he did, where his Orders might 
receive a doubtful Senſe or Interpreta- 
tion ; However it were, Monſieur Be- 
verning Was bent upon giving this ſudden 
end to the War, and ſuch a quick dil- 
patch to the draught of the Treaty ,that 
it was _ in all Articles, and writ- 
ten out. fair, ſo as to be Signed between 
Eleven and Twelve at Night. And thus 
were eluded all the effets of the late 
Treaty concluded at the Hague, and the 
hopes conceived by the Confederates of 
the War's going on, which ſo provoked 
ſeveral of their Miniſters, as to ingage 
them in ſharp and violent Proteſtations 
againſt the Dutch Ambaſſadors,by which 
they hoped to deter them from Signing 
the Peace without new Orders from 
their Maſters. But all was to no purpoſe, 
Bewverning was unmoved, and the thing 
was done. 

The day after the Peace was Signed, 
came an Expreſs to me from Court, with 
the Ratifications of the late Treaty be- 
tween his Majeſty and the States, and 
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Orders to me immettately to proceed to 
the exchange of them';'.which was ſuch 
a Counterpace to the diſpatch I had-re- 
ceived by -De Crs, and to the conſe- 
quences of it, which had ended in the 
concluſion of the Peace , and thereby 
rendred the late Treaty of no turther 
uſe ; rbat the ratification ſeemed now as 
unneceſſary as it bad been at firſt unre- 
ſolved at our Courr, and unexpetted 
trom us by the Dutch : However, | went 
away immediately upon {this expreſs, 
and next Day after my arrival at the 
Hague, made an exchange of the Rati- 
hcations according to the Orders 1 had 
received. 

[ found the Penſioner, and ſeveral 
other of the Deputies very much unſa- 
tisfied with the Peace, and more with 
the Precipitation of Monſieur H-wrr- 
ning to Sign it upon the Sudden ofter of 
the Frexch Ambaſſadors to evacuate the 
Towns, and before he had acquainted 
the States with it, and received new 
Orders upon it. They faid his Inſtru- 
Fions could not warrant him ; they 
talking of calling him in queſtion for it, 
and of diſavowing what he had done, 
and thereupon of having recourſe to the 
Treaty with His Majefty { which they 
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now ſaw ratified ) and of continuing 
the War 1n conjunction with Er2/and, 
and the rather becauſe they law France 
had no mind to venture it, but had cho- 
ſen to ſtoop from thoſe high flights they 
had ſo long made in all tranlaCtions 
with their Neighbours, either of War or 
Peace. But others of the Deputies, eſpe- 
cially thoſe of Am/terdam, declared their 
ſatisfaCtion. in this concluſion at Nime- 
24-5, argued that the weaknels of their 
Confederates, eſpecially - Spaia, and the 
unſtedcineſs or irreſolution of Exg/and, 
had made the Peace of abſolute neceſſi- 
ty to Ho/land, and excuſed any precipt- 
ration of their Ambaſſadors in Signing 
that Day, or without clear and politive 
Orders , upon the emergency being ſo 
ludden and ſurprizing, and che time fo 
critical , that the delay of ſending to 
the H:12ue muſt of neceſlity have en- 
gaped the States in their obligations of 
the late Treaty with Emg/ana, and 
thereby in a neceſſity of continuing the 
War, 

The truth is, I never obſerved, either 
in what I had ſeen or read, any Nego- 
tiation managed with greater Addreſs 
and Skill, than this had been by the 
Frexch in the.whole courſe of the Aﬀair, 
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eſpecially fince the Prince of Orange”s 
Match, which was thought to. have gi. 
ven them ſo great a blow, and by force 
of Condutt was turned ſo much to their 
advantage. 'Tis certain and plain, they 
never intended to continue the War, if 
England ſhould fall wich ſuch weight into 
the ſcale of the Confederates, as the 
force of that Kingdom, and humour of 
the People would have given to ſuch a 
Conjunction ; and conſequently, that his 
Majeſty might have preſcribed what 
Terms he pleaſed of the Peace during 
the whole courſe of his Mediation. For 
beſides the reſpeCt which the French have 
for our Troops both Horſe and Foot, 
more than any others, eſpecially ſince 
the Services and advantages they recei- 
ved from them in all their ations a- 
o2inſt the Germans; belides the terrour 
of a Conjundion between our Naval 
Forces and the Dutch, and of De- 
ſcents upon their Coaſts, with the 
dangerous influences zhat might make 
upon the diſcontents of their People. 
They wiſely foreſaw another conſe- 
quence of our falling into this Confe- 
deracy, which muſt unadvoidably have 
proved more mortal to them than all the 
reſt in two Years time; for whereas the 
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Wealth of France , which makes their 
Greatneſs, ariſes from the infinite Con- 
ſumption made by ſo many Neighbour- 
ing Countries, of ſo many and rich 
Commodities as the Native Soil and Cli- 
mate, or ingenuity of the People produ- 
ces in France; In cale this War had gone 
on, with Ex-/and engaged in it, all theſe 
Veins of ſiich infinite Treaſure had been 
ſeized at once, or at lealt left open only 
to ſome parts of Italy, which neither 
rakes off their Wines, their Salts, nor 
their Modes in Habit or Equipage, that 
draw ſo vaſt Expences upon all the Pro- 
vinces almoſt of Europe , which lie 
Northward of Fraxce, and dreins ſuch 
vaſt Summs of Money from all their 
Neighbours into that Fruitful and Noble 
Kingdom, more favoured by Nature, in 
my opinion than any other in the World. 
But the loſs of this Advantage , upon 
the Neceſſity, Folly, or Luxury of others, 
muſt in two or three Years time, reduce 
them to ſuch weakneſs in thoſe Sinews of 
War, by fo general a Poverty and Mi- 
ſery among their People, that there 
would need no other effe& of ſuch a 
general Confederacy , to conſume the 
Strength and Force of that Nation, This 


they very prudently foreſaw, and never 
in- 
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intended to venture ; but having reaſon 


to apprehend it from the Prince of 0. 


ranges Match in Exz/and, they took it 
without Reſentment 3 nay improved it 
rather into new Kindneſs than Quarrel, 
making uſe of the King's good Nature 
to engage him in a Prorogation of the 
Parliament immediately after ; which 
made it appear both at home and abroad, 
that they had ſtill the Aſcendant upon 
our Court. They eluded the etfeft of 


the Meſſage ſent them by Lord Dura, 


with his Majeſty's Scheme of the Peace, 
by drawing it out into Expoſtulations of 
Kindneſs, and ſo into Treaty, During 
this Amuſement of our Court , they 
plyed their Buſineſs in Holand; yet with 
greater Art and Induſtry, poyſoned the 
People there with jealouſies of the 
Prince's Match in Ez2/and, and of De- 
ſigns from both upon their Liberties, by 
a long and unneceſſary Continuance of 
the War. They united the FaCtions in 
Amſterdam upon the ſente of a Peace, 
and upon their own Conditions, to avoid 
thoſe that had been Propoled by his 
Majeſty. When they had gained their 
Point with the ſeveral Deputies in Ho/- 
land, they acquainted the King with their 
being ſure of the Peace on that fide, ns 
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by his Ambaſſador at Paris, made Offers 
of mighty Sums both to himſelf and his 
chiet Miniſter, only for their Conſent to 
ſuch a Peace as Holland it ſelf was con- 
tent- with. When the States had abſo- 
lutely reſolved on the Peace by the par- 
ticular FaQtion of Amſterdam, and gene- 
ral Terror upon the French taking of 
Gant, and threatning Aztwerp, they e- 
ſteemed the humour in Ho/lazd fo vio- 
lent towards the Peace, and ſo unſatis- 
fied with the flutuation of our Coun- 
cils in Exg/and, that they thought they 
m_—_ be bold with them upon the inte- 
reſts of Spain, and lo raiſed the pretence 
of not evacuating the Towns before the 
ſatisfaction of Syedex ; and tho'T know 
this. was by the Polititians eſteemed a 
wrong pace of Fraxce, yet I did not 
think .it ſo, but that all appearances 
were for their ſucceeding in it. Nor had 
they reaſon to believe cither our Court 
or Holland would have reſented ir to 
that degree they did, or that they' could 
have fallen into ſuch cloſe and ſudden 
meaſures, and with ſuch confidence as 
they happened to do upon this occaſion, 
by the Treaty of FJaly at the Hague : 
W hen this was concluded, they madeall 
the Offers that could be, at breaking the 


force 


330 


MrzMOnRSs. 


force of it, by drawing it into Negotia- 
tion, and by condeſcentions to the States 
unuſual with that Crown, even to the 
greateſt Kings. They poyloned it by 
the Diſpatch of de Cros, and by his In- 
ftruQtions , as well as Artifices and-.1n- 
duſtry, to make the Contents of it pub. 
lick at the Hagae, which were pretend. 
ed at Court to be ſent over to me with 
the greateſt ſecrecy that could be. Ar the 
ſame time they made all the Declarations 
of not receding from the difficulties they 
had raiſed otherwiſe than by Treaty, 
and thereby laid aſleep all Jealouſies of 
the Confederates, as well as endeavours 
to prevent a blow they did not believe 
could arrive where the Honour of France 
ſeemed ſo far engaged. And thus they 
continued, till the very day limited for 
their hoal Declaration. The ſecret was 
{o well kept, that none had the leaſt um- 
brage of it that very Morning. When 
they. declared it they left not the Dutch 
Ambafladors time enough to ſend to 
their Maſters, fearing- if they had, the 
States would haverrefuſed to ſign with- 
out $parm, which could not be ready be- 
fore the time muſt have elapſed for in- 
curring the effets of the late Treaty. 


Thus 
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Thus the Peace was gained with Hol- 
land. his Majeſty was excluded from 
any fair- pretence of entring into the 
War after the vaſt expence of railing a 
great Army, and tranſporting them in- 
to Flanaers, and after a great expeQa-= 
tion of his People raiſed, and, as they 
thought, deluded. Spain was neceſſitated 
to accept the Terms that the Darch had 
negotiated for them ; and this lefr the 
Peace of the Empire wholly at the mer- 
cy and- diſcretion of France, and the re- 
ſtitution of Lorraiz (which all had con- 
ſented in) 'wholly abandoned and un- 
provided. So that I muſt again conclude 
the Condud of Fraxce to have been ad- 
mirable in the whole courſe of this Af- 
fair, and the [alian Proverb to continue 

true, Che gle Franceſi pazzt The French Fools 
ſono morti. On the contrary ec dead. 
our Counſels and Condu& were like 
thoſe of a floting Iſland , driven one 
way or t'other according to the Winds 
or Tides. The King's diſpoſitions inclin'd 
him to preſerve his Meafures with Fraxce, 
and conſequently to promote a Peace 
which might break the preſent Confede- 
racy. The Humour of his People arid 
Parliament was violent towards enza- 
ging him in a War ; the Miniſters were 
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wavering between the fears of. making 
their Courr ill, or of drawing upon them 
the heats of a Houſe of Commons, whom 
the King's Expences made him always in 
need of. From theſe humours aroſe thoſe 
uncertainties in our Councils, that nq 
Man who was--not behind the' Curtain 
could tell what to make of, and which 
appeared to others much more. mylte- 
rious - than indeed they were till a 
new and formidable Engine. beginning 
to appear upon the Stage, - made the 
Courrt fall into an abſolute reſolution of 
entring into the War juſt when it was 
too late; and to paſt away the Ratifica- 
tions of the Treaty of Jay lo as to arrive 
the day after the French and Dutch had 
ſign'd the Peace, and after the King had 
given the States occaſion to. believe he 
did not intend to ratihe it, but that he 
had taken his Meaſures with Fraxce ; 
for ſo all Men ia Ho//and concluded from 
de: Cros's Journey, and the Commands 
he bronght me for. mine to Nimeguen, 
at a time when .my preſence - at the 
Hague was thought, the moſt neceſlary, 
both to ratifhe the Treaty, if it had been 
intended, and to, keep the States firm to 
their reſolutions upon-ir, 


Thus 


UMI 


a -©@ -©£AaA © mm A .T.c 


4 -—y 


FS 


9 mMPD 0 woo 


—m='D  we(c mr  =5 


/ 
\ 


M E£MO1RS. 


Thus ended in ſmoke this whole Ne- 
gotiation, which was near raiſing ſo great 
a Fire. France having made the Peace 
with Holland, treated all the reſt of it 
with eaſe and leiſure, as playing a ſure 
Game. Ezgland, to avoid a cruel Con- 
vulfion that threatned them ar home, 
would fain have gone into the War, if 
Holland would have been prevail'd with ; 
but they could not truſt us enough, to loſe 
the prefent Intereſt of Trade, for the un- 
certain Events of a War, wherein they 
thought their Netghbours more concern'd 


_ than themſelves. 


About two or three daysafter my re- 
turn to the Hagze, and exchanging the 
Ratifications, came the News of the Bat- 
tel of Mons, between the Prince of 
Orange, and the French under the Com- 
mand of the Duke of Lutzenburgh, who 
had poſted himſelf with the Strength 
and Flower of the Frexch Forces, ſoas to 
prevent the Prince's Delign of Relieving 
Mons. And I remember, the day -the 
Dutch Peace was ſigned at Vimeguen, I 
was ſaying to rhe Mareſchal 4 Efrades, 
That for ought I knew, we might have 
a Peace (ign'd and a Battel fought both 
in one day, He reply'd, There was no 


fear of it 3 for the Duke of Lutzenburgh 
Aa had 
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had writ him word, he was fo poſted, 
that if he had but Ten Thouſand Men, 
and the Prince Forty, yet he was ſure 
he would not be forced ; whereas he 
took his Army to be ſtronger than That 
of the Prince. I need not relate an Adi- 
on ſo well known in the World, and {0 


ſball only ſay , That in ſpight of many. 
Diſadvantages from an Army drawn ſo 


ſuddenly together, ſo haſty a March as 
that of the Duzch, and Poſts taken with 
{o much skill, and fortified with ſo much 
induſtry by the French as was believed, 
the Prince upon the fourteenth of Auguſt 
attacqued them with a reſolution and 
vigour that at firſt {urprized them, and, 
after an obſtinate and bloody Fight, ſo 
diſorder'd them, that tho' the Night pre- 
vented the end of the Action,, ,yet it 
was generally concluded, That if he had 
been at liberty next day to purſue it 
with ſeven or eight Thouſand Exeliſþ 
that were ready to join his Army, he 
muſt .in all appearance not only have 
relieved M;zs ; but made ſuch an im- 
preſſion into Fraxce, as had been often 
deſigned, but never attempted ſince the 
War:began ; and upon which a French 
Officer-preſent in it ſaid, That he efteem'd 
1his the only Heroick Aition that bad 


been 


D 


= © = gg uy z .,c r= 


0! 


LMI 


M £MO1RS:. 255 


been "done in th? whole courſe or Prooreſs 
of .tt. 

But the morning after the Battel, the 
Prince receivd from the States an Ad- 
vice from the Peace having been fgnd at 
Nimeguen, and thereupon immediately 
ſent a: Deputy with the News of it to 
Monfieur 'de Lutzeaburoh. Alter Com- 
pliments:paſſed on both ſides, That Duke 
deſ*d'to ſee the Prince, which was a- 
greed to, and they mer in the Field at 
the Head of their chiet Officers, where 
all paſſed with che Civilitics that became 
the occalion, and with great curioſity 
of the: French to lee and crowd about a 
young Prince who had made ſo much 
noiſe in the World, and had the day be- 
fore given life and vigour to ſuch a de- 
ſperate Action, as all-Men eſtcem'd rhis 
Battel of St. Denis. Yet many RefleRtions 
were. made upon it by the Prince's 
Friends as well as his Enemies : Some 
ſaid that he knew the Peace was fign- 
ed before the Fight began ; and rhar it 
was too-great a venture both to Him- 
ſelf and the States, and too great a' Sa- 
crihce to his own Honour, ſince it could 
be to no other Advantage : Others laid 
it to the Marqueſs of Graz, who they 
ſaid had intercepted and concealed the 

Aa 2 States 
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States Pacquet to the Prince , which 
came into the Camp the day before the 
Battel, (but after it was reſolvd: on ;) 
and that he had hopes by ſuch a breach 
of the Pcace, even after it was ſigned, 
that the progreſs of ir would have been 
defeated. Whether this were true or 
no, I could never certainly be informed; 
but fo much is, That the Prince could 
not have ended the War with grea- 
ter Glory, nor with greater Spight, to 
ſee {ach a mighty Occaſion wreſted out 
of his hand, by the ſudden and unexpeR- 
ed (igning of the Peace, which he had 
aſſur'd himſelf the States would not have 
conſented to without the Spaniards. Yet 
upon the certain News of it, he drew 
back his Army, returned to the Hagne, 
and left the States'to purſue their own 
paces in order to finiſhing the Treaty be- 
tween France and Spain, wherein the 
Dutch Ambaſſadors at Nimeguen em- 
p'oy'd themſelves with great zeal and 
diligence, and no longer as Parties or 
Confederates, but as Mediators, whilſt 
Sir Lioxel, who continued ſtill there in 
that figure, declin'd the FunCQion, as in 
a matter wherein he found our Court 
would not take any part, nor allow them- 
ſelves to have had any in the Peace be- 
tween Franceand Hand. Soon 
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Soon afrer the Prince's return, he 
went to Dierez to hunt in the Velave, 
like a Perſon that had little elſe left to 
do. And I having occaſion to go at the 
{ame time to Amſterdam, he delird meto 
remember him kindly to Monſieur Hoeft 
the chief Burgomaſter there, and tell 
him, That he deſired him to be no lon- 
ger 1n his Intereſts, than he ſhould find 
his Highneſs in the true Intereſts of 
the State. I did ſo ; and Monſieur Hoef? 
very frankly and generouſly bid me tell 
the Prince, he would be juſt what his 
Highnels delired, and be ever firm to his 
Intereſts, while he was in thoſe of his 
Country ; but if ever his Highneſs de- 
parted from them, he would be the firſt 
Man to oppoſe him ; tell chen he would 
neither Cenſiire nor Diſtrult his Con- 
duQ; for he knew very well, without 
mutual Truſt between the Prince anJ 
the States, his Country muſt be rui- 
ned. From this time to that of his 
Death, Monſieur Hozft continued in the 
ſame mind, and by his Examples that 
| | great and jealous Town began to fall 
| into much more Confidence, not only 
, | ofthe Prince, but of his whole Condutt 
ia the adminiftration of the Atairs of 
Y their State. 
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For the time ſtay'd at Amſterdam, 1 
was every day in Converſation with 
Monſieur Hoeft1, who, belides much 
Learning, Worth, Sincereneſs, and Cre- 
dit in his Town, was a Man of a Plea- 
fant Natural Humour, which makes, in 
my Opinion, the moit agreeable Con- 
verſation of all other Ingredients, and 
much more than any of thoſe ſqueezd 
or forc'd Strains of Wir that are in ſome 
places ſo much in requeſt, tho' I think 
commonly Men that affect them are 
themſelves much fonder of them than 
any of the Company. 

Dining one day at Monſieur Hoeft's, 
and having a great Cold, I obſerved 
every time I Spit, a tight handſome 
W-nch (that ſtood in the Room with 
a Clean Cloth in her Hand) was pre- 
{ently down to wipe it up, and rub the 
Board clean : Some body at Table ſpeak: 
ing of my Cold, I ſaid, The moſt trou- 
ble it gave me was to ſee the poor Wench 
take ſo much pains about it: Monſieur 
Heeft told me, 'Twas well I eſcapt ſo; 
and that if his Wife had been at home, 
tho' | were an Ambaſfador, ſhe would 
have turn'd me out of Doors for fouling 
her Houſe: And laughing at that hu- 
mour, ſaid, There were two Rooms of 
— his 


=, a .. =o a» pw A = OA oo. 


Mrwonks. 


his Houſe that he never durſt come into, 
and believed they were never open bur 
twice a Year to make them clean. I ſaid, 
I found he was a good Patriot ; and not 
only in the Intereſts of his Country, 
but in the Cuſtoms of his Town, where 
that of the Wives governing was, I 
heard a]thing eſtabliſhed. He replied, 
"Twas true, and that all a Man could 


379 


hope for there, was to have ##e donce An eafic 
Patrone, and that his Wife was ſo. Governef,, 


Another of the Magiſtrates at Table, 
who was a graver Man, faid Monſieur 
Hoeft was pleaſant ; but the thing was 
no more ſo in their Town, than in any 
other Places that he knew of. Hoeft 
replied very briskly , it was ſo, and 
could not be otherwiſe, for ic had lon 
been the cuſtom ; and whoever offere 
to break it, would have banded againſt 
him, not only all the Women of the 
Town, but all thoſe Men too that were 
governed by their Wives, which would 
make too great a Party to be oppoſed. 
In the afternoon, upon a viſit, and oc- 
caſion of what had been ſaid at Mon- 
ſieur Hoeft's, many Stories were told of 
the ſtrange and curious Cleanlineſs fo 
general in that City ; and ſome ſo extra- 
vagant, that my Siſter took them for 
Aa 4 jeaſt ; 
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jelty ; when the Secretary of Amſterdam, 
that was of the Company, deſiring her to 
look out of the Window, ſaid, Why, Ma- 
dam, there is the Houſe where one of 
our Magiſtrates going to viſit the Mi- 
ſtreſs of it, and knocking at the Door, 
a ſtrapping North Holland Laſs came 
and opened it ; he asked, wherher her 
Miſtreſs was at home , ſhe faid, yes ; 
and with that he offered to go in : But 
the Wench marking his Shooes were not 
very clean, took him by both Arms, 
threw him upon her Back, carried him 
croſs two Rooms, ſet him down at the 
bottom of the Stairs, pull'd off his Shooes, 
put him on a pair of Slippers that ſtood 
there , and all this without ſaying a 
Word ; but when ſhe had done, told 
him he might go up to her Miſtreſs, 
who was in her Chamber. 

I was very glad to have a little diver- 
ted with ſuch pleafantries as thele the 
thoughts of that buſie Scene I was ſo 
deep engaged in, that I will confeſs, 
the very remembrance of it, and all 
the ſtrange ſurprizing turns of it, began 
to renew thoſe cruel Motions they had 
raiſed both in my headand heart, whilſt 
I hat! fo great, and ſo ſenſible a part in 
them. But to return where I left the 
thread of theſe Aﬀairs. After 


M EMO1RS. 


After the Peace of Holand and Fraxce, 
the Miniſters of the Confederates, eſpe- 
cially thoſe of Dexmark and Branden- 
burzb, imployed their laſt Efforts to 
prevent the Spaniards agreeing to their 
part of the Peace, as accepted for them 
by the Dutch. They exclaimed at their 
breach of Honour and Intereſt. That 
what was left the Spaniaras in Flanders 
by thoſe Terms, was indefenſible, and 
could ſerve but to exhauſt their Men and 
Treaſures to no purpole. That the De- 
fign of France was only to break this 
preſent Confederacy by theſe ſeparate 
Treaties, and ſo leave the Spaniards a- 
bandoned by their Allies upon the next 
Invalicn ; which they would have re- 
ſon to expe, if Spaiz (bould uſe them 
with as little regard of their Honour 
and Treaties. as the Dutch Ambaſſadors 
ſeemed to deſign. Thele themlſclves al- 
ſo met with ſome difficulties in their 
Mediation , by a Pretenſion raiſed ia 
France upon the County of Beaumozt, 
and Town of Bovignnes, which they did 
not find to have been mentioned in 
what had paſſed between the Frexch and 
Dutch, upon the {core of Spain, before 
the Peace was ſigned, 
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All theſe Circumſtances began to 
make it look uncertain what would at 
length be determined by the States, as 
to their Ratifications, which were like 
to be delayed till Spaiz had concluded 
their Treaty , though thoſe of Fraxce 
had been diſpatched, ſo as to arrive at 
Nimepuen the rewenty ſecond of this 
Month ; and Monſieur D* Avaux com- 
manded from thence to the Hague, in 
quality of Ambaſſador Extraordinary to 
the States ; and the French Army had 
retired into France at the ſame time the 
Dutch returned from before Mons. So 
that all ſeemed on the French ide re- 
ſolved to purſue the Peace ; on the (ide 
of the Empire, and Princes of the Norzh, 
to carry on the War : On the Spantiaras, 
very irreſolute, whether or no to accept 
the Peace the Dutch had mediated tor 
them: And in Holaxd , 'twas doubtful, 
whether to ratifie that their Ambaſla- 
dors had ſigned, and whether at leaſt 
before the Treaty of Spain ſhould be a- 

reed. 
R Whilſt the minds of Men were buſied 
with different reaſonings and preſages, 
as well as wiſhes, upon this Conjun- 
Cture ; About the end of Auguſt Mr. 
Hyae arrived at the Hague from England, 
without 
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without the leaſt intimation given me 
of his Journey, or his Errand ; fo thatI 
was ſurprized both to ſee him, and to 
hear the deſign of ſuch a ſudden dil- 
atch, 

4 The ſubſtance of it was to acquaint 
the States how much the King had been 
ſurprized at the News of their Ambaſſa- 
dors having ſigned a particular Treaty 
with France, even without the incluſion 
of Spain, and without any Guaranty gi- 
ven for the evacuation of the Towns 
within the time requilite : To complain 
of this Precipitation of the States ; and 
at the ſame time of the new Pretenſions 
that France had advanced upon the Coun- 
ty of Beaymont,and the Town of Bowie nes, 
which had retarded the Peace of Spaiz, 
and hindred it from being concluded 
at the ſame cime with that of Holaxd, 
which his Majeſty underſtood always 
to have been the Intention of the States, 
as well as his own. That for theſe 
Reaſons he underſtood, and believed, 
that the late Treaty of July, between 
his Majeſty and the States, ought to 
take efte, the caſe being fallen out a- 
oainſt which that was provided, and 
both Parties being thereby obliged to 
enter joyntly into the War againft 
| France. 
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France, That if the States would here- 
upon refuſe to ratife the Treaty their 
Miniſters had ſigned at Nimegnuen, his 
Majeſty offered to declare War imme- 
diately againſt Fraxce, and carry it on 
in all points according to the Articles 
and Obligations of the ſaid Treaty with 
the States. 

Tho? Mr. Hyde did not know, or did 
not tell me the true ſpring ofthis reſolute 
pace that was made by our Court, fodif- 
ferent from all the reſt in the whole 
courſe of this Aﬀair ; yet he aſſured me 
they were both in earneſt,and very warm 
npon the ſcent , and delired nothing ſo 
much as to enter immediately and vigo- 
rouſly into the War,in caſe Holland would 
be perſuaded to continue it ; and that no 
time,nor endeavours were to be negleed 
in purſuing the Commiſſion he brought 
over, which was given joyntly to us both, 
and recommended to me particularly 
from Court with all the inſtances and 
earneſtneſs that could be. When [carried 
him that very Evening to the Prince at 
Hounflerdyke, and he acquainted his 
Highneſs with the whole extent of his 
Errand and InſtrufQtions ; The Prince re- 
ceived it very coldly, and only adviſed 
him to give in a Memorial to the =—_— 
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and ask Commiſſioners to treat, by 
whom he would find what the mind of 
the States was like to be upon this Af. 
fair, and at which he would at preſent 
make no conjeCture. 
Aﬀter a ſhort Audience, Mr. Hyde 
went to the Princeſs, and left me alone 
with the Prince, who as ſoon as he was 
| gone, lift up his hands two or three 
times, and ſaid, Was ever any thing ſo 
hot and ſo cold as this Court of yours ? 
Will the King that is ſo often at Sea 
| never learn a word that 1 ſhall never for- 
1 get ſince my laſt paſſage ? When in a 
| great Storm the Captam was all night 
1 crying out to the Man at the Helm, 
1 Steddy, Steddy, Steddy ; if this difpatch 
| Had come twenty days ago, it had chan- 
ged the face of Aﬀairs in Chriſtendom, 
and the War might have been carried on 
till France had yielded to the Treaty of 
the Pyrenees, and left the World in quiet 
for the reſt of our lives. As it comes 
now, it will have no effeQ at all, at leaft, 
that 1s my opinion, tho'l would not ſay 
ſo to Mr. Hye. 
Aﬀter this he asked me what I could 
imagine was at the bottom of this new 
heat in our Court ; and what could make Unſcaſo- 
it break out lo mal a propos, after = —_ 
dif- 
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diffatisſaftion they had expreſſed upon 


the late Treaty, when it was firſt ſent 
over, and the diſpatch of De Cros, {6 
contrary to the defign of it. I told him 
very truly, that I was perfectly ignorant 
of the whole matter, and could give no 
gueſs at che motions of it : And fol con- 
tinued: till fome Months after, - when [ 
was adviſed, that the bulineſs 'of the 
Plot, which has ſince made ſo much noiſe 
in the World, was juſt then breaking 
out, and that the Court to avoid the 
Conſequences 7 hat might have upon the 
ill humour of the Parliament, which 
ſeemed to riſe chiefly from the Peace, 
his Majeſty reſolved to give them the 
SatisfaCQtion they had ſo long deſired, of 
entring into the War, which is all the 
account I can give of this Counſel or Re- 
ſolution. 

The event. proved anſ{werable to the 
Judgment the Prince at firſt made of it ; 
for tho* the States Deputies drew the 
matter into ſeveral Debates and Confe- 
rences with us, which filled all Parties 
concerned in the War, with different ap- 
prehenſions, and ſerved to facilitate the 
Treaty between France and Spain: yet 
the Penſioner told me from the firſt,this 
was all the uſe that could be made of « 

an 
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and that the States were ſo unſatisfied 
with our whole Conduct in the buſineſs 
of the Peace, that tho' they would be 
glad toſceus in the War, yet they were 
reſolved to have no further part in it, 
unleſs France ſhould refuſe what they 
had already promiſed to Spain. How- 
ever while this Aﬀair continued in agi- 
tation during Mr. Hyde's ſtay at the 
Hague, all appearances looked very 
different from the Opinion of the 
Prince and Penſioner, who alone had ſo 
full a graſp of the buſineſs in Holland, 
as to make a true judgment what the 
gencral ſentimcnts there would deter- 
mine in. Many of the Deputies were 
ſo ill fatisfied with their Ambaſſadors 
having ſigned the Peace, that they in- 
clined to his Majeſty's Propoſals, and 
framed ſeveral Articles againſt Monſieur 
Beverning's Proceedings, whereof ſome 
laid miſtakes to his Charge ; others, the 
omiſſion of matters abſolutely neceſſary 
in the Treaty ; and others more direQly, 
his having gone beyond his Orders and 
InſtruQtions; particularly, in having ſti- 
pulated that the States ſhould give their 
Guarantry for the Neutrality of Spary. 
And in this point, I doubt he had no- 
thing to ſhow from his Maſters to cover 

him 
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him. The reſt ſeemed rather to be rai- 
ſed invidioully at his Condu&t, in having 
ſuddenly concluded an Aﬀair , which 
they now faw might have had another | 
iffue if he had given it more breath, tho? 
at that time many of his accuſers expe- 
Qed as little from En2/ard as he did, and 
with reaſon alike, ſince none of them 
could imagine any thing of that new 
Spring there, from which this violent 
motion had begun. What ever Monfieur 
Bewernings Orders or his Proceedings 
had been, the heats were ſo high againſt 
him at the Hazue, that many talked, 
not only of diſavowiog what he had 
done, but of forming Proceſs againſt 
him opon it ; And tho' in a ſhort ſtay 
he made there upon this occafion, he had 
the Fortune or the Juſticeto ſee his Ene- 
mies grow calm towards him ; yet he 
was not a little mortihed with fo ill pay- 
ment of what he thought had been fo 
good Service to his Country ; and after 
his return to Nimegren, was obſerved to 
proceed in the Negotiations there, with 
more flegm and caution than was natu- 
ral to his Femper, and leſs ſhow of par- 
tiality to the Peace, than he had made 
in the whole courle of the Treaty. 
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All the while theſe matters 'were in 
motion at the Hzgue, the King's Forces 
where every day tranſporting into Fl1u- 
ders, as it the War were to be carried on 
with the greateſt certainty and vigour, 
which gave opinion and heart to thoſe in 
Hollazd that dilliked the Peace; it 
raiſed alſo fo great conhdence in the Spa- 
niaras, that they fell into all the mea- 
{ures they could with the Confederate 
Miniſters at Vimeguer, to form difficul- ' 
ties and delays inthe Treaty there, be- 
tween that Crown and /raxce, ypon the 
ſecurity that Holland would not ratifie 
theirs, till that of S2a/z were concluded ; 
and' that in the mean time they might 
be drawn into the War by the violence 
diſpolitions which now appeared in Eng- 
land, as well as: 1n the Confederates to 
continue it. The $paniſþ Ambaſſadors 
laid hold on all occaſions' to. except - 
againſt the matter or ſtile of thoſe Ar- 
ticles which Ho{/azd had mediated. be- 
tween them and Fraxce ; they found dit- 
ficulties upon the condition wherein the 
ſeveral Towns to be evacuated 'ſhould be 
reſtored to them; as to the Fortifications 
that -had been 'made .in them +by-the 
Freich, and as to thee Artillery and Mus» 
nitions that were in them ar the. time 
= B b when 
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when the D#zch had agreed upon thoſe 
Conditions. They found matter of dif- 
pute upon the Territories that belonged 
to the ſeveral Towns, and eſpecially up. 
on the Chattellenie of Aeth, which France 
had diſmembred fince it was in their 
polleflion, and had joyned above Three- 
{core Villages to the Chattellenie of Tonr- 
zay, which had belonged to Aeth, and 
were with that Town transferred by the 
Spaniards to the French upon the Peace 
of Aix la Chapelle: But the French pre- 
tending now to reſtore it, only in the 
Condition they had left it, and not what 
they had found it, the Spaniards made a 
mighty clamour both: at Londoz and the 
Hague upon this Subje&, and complain. 
ed of this, among other ſmaller matters, 
3s Innovations endeavoured. to be intro- 
duced by France even beyond what they 
had themſelves propoſed to the Durch, 
and agreed in April laft, which had been 
lay'd and purſued as the very foundation 
of the Peace. 
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In this uncertain State all matters | ' 
continued at the Hague for about three | 7 
Weeks, the opinions of moſt Men run- | 2 
ning generally againſt che Peace, as well |} ! 
as the Wagers at Amſterdam, by which . 


People' often imagine the Pulle 'of 'the 
State 
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State is to be felt and judged, tho? it 
indeed be a fort of Trade driven by Men 
that have litcle dealing or ſucceſs in any 
other, and is managed with more tricks 
than the reſt ſeems to be in that Scene, 
not only coyning falſe News upon the 
place, but Ave. Fo Intelligence from 
remote parts to their purpoſe, concerting 
the ſame Advices from different Coun- 
tries, and making great Secret and My- 
_y of Reports that are raited/ on pur- 
poſe to the Publick, and yet by ſuch de- 
vices as theſe , not only the Wagers at 
Amſterdam are commonly - turning, but 


the riſing and falling of the very Attt- 


ons of the Eaſt-India Company are 
ofren, and in a -great meaſure influ» 
enced, 

But France thought the ConjunQture 
to0 important to let it hover long in ſuch 
uncertainties, and therefore firſt dil- 
patched a Courier to their Ambaſſadors 
at Nimeeuen, with leave to ſatisfy the 
States in' thoſe Clauſes of their Treaty 
wherein they ſeemed to except juſtly 
againſt Monſieur Bewerning's ConduRt, 
and thereby cover the credit of thar Mi- 
niſter who had been ſo affeftionate an 
Inſtrument in the progreſs of the Treaty, 


Next they gave them liberty to ſofren a 
Bb 2 little 
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little of 'the rigour they had hitherto 


exerciſed in the {malleſt -points- conteft- 
ed with the Spaniards; and laft-of all, 
they diſpatched an expreſs to their Am- 
baſludors, with Power to remit all the 
differences which obſtructed or retarded 
the concluſion of the Treaty between 
that Crown and Spain, to the determina- 
tion and Arbitrage of the States them- 
ſelves. 

This was a Pace of fo much confilence 
towards the States, ant appeared fach a 
reſtimony'of the moſt Chriſtian King's 

 fincerity in the late advances he had 
made towards a Peace, that 1t had all 
the effeft deſigned by it. The ſeveral 
Towns -and Provinces proceeded with a 
general concurrence to the ratifications 
of the Peace, rhat they. might lie ready 
in their Ambaſſadors :hands , 'to be ex- 
changed when that of Spa; ſhould be 
ſigned. Monfieur Beverning now fa- 
voured with a fair Gale trom home, the 
humour of his Country blowing the 
{ame; way with his own diſpoſitions, and 
{:conded; with the great facilities :that 
were given by France, made ſuch a quick 
diſpatch of what remained in contelt 
upon 'the Treaty between France and 
Soziz, that all was pertkcted and _ 
| Y 
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by the Twentieth of September , and 
thereupon the Dutch Ratitications were 
exchanged with the uſual forms. In all 
this, Sur Lionel Jenkens had no part, as 
in an Aﬀair diſapproved by the King his 
Maſter. The Dutch Ambaſſadors played 
the part of formal Mediators, had the 
Treaty between the Two Crowns ({igned 
at their Houſe, and took great care by 
the choice and diſpolition of the Room 
where it was pc:rtormed, to avoid all 
punQillio's about Place, that might ariſe 
between the ſcveral Ambaſſadors. Mr, 
Hyde had the mortification to return 
into En7land with the entire diſappoint- 
ment of the Deſign upon which he 
came, and believed the Court ſo paſho. 
nately bent; I was left at the Hague 
without any thing more to do, than to 
perform the part of a common Ambaſl- 
fador. Fraxce was left in poſleſhon of 
the Peace with Holuad and Spain, and 
by conſequence , Maſter of hat of the 
Empire, and the North, upon their own 
Terms; and Er2/and was lefc to bulie 
it ſelf about a Fire that was breaking out 
at home, with ſo much ſmoak , and ſo 
much noiſe, that as it was hard to dif- 
cover the beginning , ſo it was much 
harder to forcſee the endof it. 

Bb 3 After 
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After the Peace of Spaiz (igned, and 
of Holand ratihed, tho* the Ambaſla. 
dors of the Emperor at Nimeonen were 
{ſullen, and thoſe of Deamark and Bran- 
denburoh enraged, yet by the application 
of the Dutch Ambaſſadors, the Con- 
terences were ſet on foot between them 
and the French; and Sir Lionel received 
Orders from Court to return to his Fun- 
ction, tho the remaining part he had in 
the Attair, was rather that of a Meſlen- 
ger,thana Mediator, The /Vorthern Prin- 
ces continued their Preparations and 
Marches, as it they reſolved to purſue 
the War, but at the ſame time gave jea- 
louſtes to the Emperor, of ſome Private 
Intelligences or Negotiations of ſeparate 
Treaties, ſet on foot between France and 
Dexmark,and others between that Crown 
and Brandenbargh, by Monſieur Deſperſe, 
an old Servant of the Eleftor, but Sub- 
jet of Fraxce. On the other (ide, France 
made great Preparations to attack the 
Empire, upon the Pretence of forcing 
them into the Terms they had preſcribed 
for rhe Peace, and thereby gave ſo great 
terror-to the Princes of the Rhzze, that 
lay firſt expoſed tothe fury of their Arms, 
that the EleCtors :of Meztz and T rers, 
and Duke of Nrezbureh, ſent away in 
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great haſte to the States, demanding 
and deliring to be included by them in 
the Peace they had made, by vircue of 
an Article therein, which gave them 11- 
berty within ſix Weeks to declare and 
include fuch as they ſhould name for 
their Allies, But this was appoſed by 
France, and refuſed to any particular 
Princes of the Empire, and allowed on- 
pi to the Emperor and Empire, it they 
ould jointly deſire ro be declared and 
included in the Peace, as an Ally of 
Holland. The Duke of Lorrain about the 
ſametime, ſeeing the whole Confedera- 
cy breaking into ſo many ſeveral Pieces, 
and every one minding only how to 
ſhift the beſt they could for themlelves, 
accepted his part of the Peace, as France 
had carved it out for him, and choſe the 
Alternative offered from that Crown, by 
which Nazcy was to remain to Frane. 
But the Emperor, tho? he profeſſed all 
the inclination that could be, to fee the 
General Peace reſtored, yet he pretend- 
ed not to ſuffer the terms of it ſhould 
like Laws be impoſed upon him ; he 
conſented tothe re-eſtabliſhment of the 
Treaties of Weſtphalia, which ſeemed to 
be all that Fraxce inliſted on, but could 
not agree to the Paſſage demanded for. 
B b 4 their; 
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their Troops, whenever they found it ne- 
ceſſary for the execation of the ſaid 
Treaties 3 and this was infiſted on poli- 
tively-by the French. Nor could the Im- 
perialiſts yield ro the dependance pre- 
tended by Fran:e, of the ten Towns of 
Al/atia upon that Crown , which the 
French demanded as [> left, or at leaſt in- 
tended by the Treaty of Mayſter, while 
the Empetour's Ambaſſadors denied ei- 
ther the Fact or the Intention, of that 
Treaty. 

While theſe Diſpoſitions and theſe 
Difficulries delayed the Treaty of the 
Emperor, the Ratifications of Spai» were 
likewiſe deferred by concert, as was ſup- 
poſed between the two Houſes of Au- 
ftria, 1o as the term agreed for exchange 


of them, was quite elapſed, and twice 


renewed br prolonged by France at the 
delire of the States. But during this 
time, the French Troops made incurſions 
into the Richeſt Parts of Flanders, and 
which had been beſt covered in the time 
of the War, and there cxaQted fo preat 
Contributtons, and made fuch Ravages 
where they were diſputed, that the $9z- 
wiſh Netherlands were more ruined' be- 
tween the ogning of the Peace, and the 
exchange ofthe Ratifications, than _ 
| 1a 
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had been in ſo much time, during the 
whole courſe of the War. 

The outcries and calamities of their 
SuabjeQts in Flanders, at length moved 
the Spaniards ut of their {low pace, 
but more the embroilments of Eze/and's 
upon the Subject of the Plot, which took 
up the minds both of Court and Pariia- 
ment, and left them little or no regard 
for the courſe of Foreign Aﬀairs. This 
Proſpe&t made Ho/l2zd the more eager 
vpon urging the Peace to a general iſſue, 
and France making a wiſe uſe of ſo fa- 
vourable a conjunAure, prefſed the Em- 
pire not only by the Threats and Prepa- 
rations of a ſudden Invaſion, but alſo by 
confining their Offers of the Peace to 
certain days, and raiſing much higher 
Demands, if thoſe ſhould expire before 
the Emperor's Acceptance. 

All theſe Circumſtances improved by 
the diligence and abilities of the Duzch 
Ambaſſadors at Nimeguen, at length de- 
termined the Houſe of Ay/?ria to run 
the Ship aſhore, what ever carne on't, ra- 
ther than to keep out at Sea in ſo cruel a 
Storm as they ſaw fallins upon them, 
and for which they found themſelves fo 
unprovided. ' The San Ratitications 
at length arnived, and after the wo 
| ar 
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far ſpent in fruitleſs Conteſts by the Im- 
perial Ambaſſadors, and more fruitleſs 
hopes from Ergland, by the Spaniards, 
and other Confederates; Sir Lionel Fen- 
kins gave notice both to the Conrt and 
to me, that he looked upon the Treaty 
between the Emperor and Fraxce, to be 
as good as concluded, and: ſoon after 1 
received his Majeſty's Commands to go 
immediately away from the Hague to 
Nimeguen, and there afliſt as a Mediator 
at the ſigning of the Peace which then 
appeared to be General. 

I never obeyed the King ſo unwilling- 
ly in my life, both upon account of an 
Errand ſo unneceſſary, and at beſt, fo 
merely formal /which I had never been 
uſed to in ſo long a courſe of Imploy- 
ments ) and likewiſe upon the uncle. 
mency of the Seaſon , which was never 
known ſo great in any Man's memory, 
as when [ ſet out from the Hague. The 
Snow was in many places where I paſſed, 
near Ten Foot deep, and ways for my 
Coach forced to be digged through it ; 
ſeveral Poſt-Boys dyed upon the Road, 
and it was ridiculous to ſee People walk 
about with long Icicles from their Noſes. 
I paſſed both the Rhine and the Waal 
with hoth Coaches and Waggons pop 
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the Ice, and never in my Life ſuffered 
ſo much from Weather, as in this Jour- 
ney, in ſpite of all proviſions I could 
make againſt it. The beſt of it was, 
that I knew all the way; it was net- 
ther at all material that the Mediators 
ſhould ſign this Branch of the Ge- 
neral Peace, having ſigned none of 
the other ; nor that two ſhould ſign it, 
when one alone had affifted in the 
courſe of this Negotiation, ſince it was re- 
newed between the Empire and Fraxce; 
beſides, I was very confident it would 
not at laſt be ſigned by either of us; for 
Icould not believe, when it came to-the 
point, the Emperor's Ambaſſadors ſhould 
yield that of precedence to the Media- 
tors at the concluſion of the Treaty, 
which they never conſented to do in the 
whole courſe of (it. So that I looked 
upon the favour of this Journey as afford- 
ed me from the particular good-will of 
{ome of. my good Friends in the Foreign 
Committee, taking a riſe from ſome 
Inſtances of Sir Liozel Jenkins, who was 
in one of his uſual Agonies, for fear of 
being left in the way of ſigning alone 
a Treaty which he neither was pleaſed 
with himſelf, nor believed many: People 
in Ex9/and like to be fo, 
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I arrived at: N\iwreven the end of Ja- 
auary 167, and.found all concluded, 
and ready to ſign, as Sir L7oxel believed, 


yer the Imperialiſts made a VtgOTOUS et- 


tort in xwo Conferences, after my arri- 
val, to gain ſome caſe in the Points of 
Lorrain, and the dependance of rhe Ten 
Towns in A#/atz4, wherein they thought 
themſelves the moſt hardly uled of any 
others, and in: the: firſt, their Maſter's 
Honour and Juſtice moſt concerned ; fo 
as Count K#n5ki- made a mien of abſo- 
lutely breaking, without ſome Teliet up- 
on them, But the: French Ambaſſadors 
knew too well-the: force of the: Conjun- 
Qture; and the neceſſity laid upon the 
Emperor by the Da#ch and Spaniſh Peace, 
to pals the ſame; way, or leap out ofthe 


Window. And-':ithey -were too $kilful . 


not to make ule of-.it, or to give any 
ground to all the Inftances or Threats of 
the Imperialiſts. Theſe on t'other (ide 
durſt not venture: the expiration of the 
laſt. day .given them by Fraxce, nor the 
relerve-made in' that\ caſe, of exaCting 
new.and harder-Terms. So as the Peace, 
was :{igned about- three days after my 
arrival. - The poor - Duke. of - Lorrain 
thought himſelf preſſed-with ſack _ 
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ſhips upon both the Alternatives; that 
he couldinot reſolve to atcept ofither ; 
For in that he had»chofen. not only- his 
Dutchy was diſmembred of ſeveral great 
parts-wholly cut off, but rhe reſt left at 
the French diſcrevion;:''who inſiſted upon 
great ſpaces of ground/left them in-pro- 
priety, quite crols this Country for the 
march-ot their Armies , whenever they 
ſhould pretend occaſion, ; fo this noble, 
but unfortunate Prince, was left wholly 
out-of-the Treaty , and of his Country, 
contrary to the cirect and repeated En- 
gapements of the Confederates, and the 
Intentions 'of his Majeſty, as he often 
declared in the 'whoie courſe of the 
Treaty. 

When it was ready. to ign, the French 
Ambaſſacors offered 20. yield the prece- 
dence_1n (igning .it_to-us as Mediators, 
which. they had done very frankly in 
the whole-courſe of this Aſſembly ; but 
the Imperzaliſts, when it came to the 
point,, downright xefuled it ; and. we, 
according to our .primitive Orders, re- 
fuſed to ſign without it ; and by our 
Offers, gained only the point of havin 
that determined againſt us, which till 
this time, had always, .xemained.in ſu- 
ſpence. : 

Whilſt 
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Whilſt I ſtayed at Nimeguer, I had a 
Sheet of Paper ſent me from an un- 
known Hand, written in Latin, but in 
a Style and CharaQer that diſcovered it 
to be by ſome German ; The Subjett of 
it was a long comment upon a Quatrain 
recited out of Noſtredamns. 


Ne ſows les ombres d' une journee nol urne 
Sera en los & bonte Soverain, 


Ferra renaiſtre le ſang de Þ antique Urne 


Et changera en Or le ftecle  Airain. 


Under the ſhades of the NoRurnal day being born, 
in glory and goodneſs Sovereign ſhall ſhine, 

Shall cauſe co ſpring again the Blood of th* Ancient Urn, 
And into Gold the Brazen Age refine, 


The ſcope of the whole Diſcourſe was to 
prove the Prince of Oranges being by it 
deſigned for the Crown of Eng/and, and 
how much glory and felicity ſhonld at- 
tend that age and Reign. I could not 
but mention it, becauſe I thought the 
Interpretation ingeniouſly found out, and 
applied, having otherwiſe very little re- 
gard for any ſuch kind of PrediQions, 
that are ſo apt to amuſe the World. And 
thought the preſent State of the Royal 


Family leave not this without appea- 


rance 
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rance of arriving at one nime or other, 
yet it is at too great a diſtance from my 
Eyes, which by the courſe of Nature 
mult be cloſed long before ſuch an Event 
is likely to ſucceed. The Author of this 
Paper made, The ſhades of the nofturnal 
day, to ſignife the deep mourning of 
the Princeſs Royals Chamber, with the 
Lamps hung about it ,' which by the 
Windows being kept ſhut, left no other 
light in it that morning the Prince was 
born, (which was ſoon after his Father's 
death.) - Reſtoring the Blood of the An- 
cient Urn, was that of B»wrboy, or of 
Charlemain, from whom the Prince was 
faid to deſcend. The reſt was only Pa- 
negyrick upon his Virtues, and the ge- 
neral praiſe ſhould attend them and the 
Golden Ape he ſhould reſtore. 

The day after the Treaty was ſigned, 


1left Nimegwuer, and returned to the 


Hague,- after a Cruel fatigue and ex- 
pence , 'which was rendred the more 
agreeable ,-when upon my going into 
England foon after I found my ſelf 
above ſeven Thouſand Pounds in Ar- 
rear at the Treaſury ; and though with 
much trouble and delay, and ſome worfe 


Circumſtances / tro engage Men that 


were more dextrous than I in ſuch pur- 
ſuits) 
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ſuits) I recovered thejreſt of my Debt, 
yetTwo and twenty hundred Pounds, 
due to: me for this laſt Ambaſly, conti- 
nues to this day a deſperate Debt, and 
Mark upon -me ; how unht 1, am for a 
Court ; and Mr. Godo/pbin, after having 
both ſaid, and writ to ms; that he 
would move to have my Statue ſet up, 
if I compaſled. that Treaty, has ſat {eye- 
ral years ſince in' the Treafury, and ſeen 
me to want the very Money I laid out 
of my own Parſe in that. Seryice ; and 
which I am like to leave. a Debt upon 
my Eſtate and Family, - 

I ſhall not trouble my felf with ob- 
ſerving the remaining Paces of the Ge- 


neral Peace, by that of the North, which 


was left to be made at 'the/Mercy of 
France. And though Deamarkand Bran- 
denburgh looked big, and fpoke high' for 
a time after the Peace between-'rhe Em- 
pre, and Fraxce, pretending they would 
defend what :they had conquered from 
the Swedes in, Germany ; yer upon the 
march of the Frexch Troops into the 


Brandenburgh * Country , (bath -thole 


Princes made what haſte they 'cauld to 
fniſh their ſeparate Treaties with France 3 
and upon certain ſums of Money agreed 
on, delivered.up all they had: gained in 


this 
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this War, to the Crown of Sweder. Thus 
Chriſtendom was left for the preſent in a 
General Peacezand Franceto purſue what 
they could gain upon their Neighbours by 
their Pretefions of Dependences, and by 
the droit de bienſeance,which they purfu'd 
withſuch imperiousMethods,both againſt 
the Empire and the Spaniards, as rendr'd 
their Acquiſitions after the Peace, greater, 
atleaſt in conſequence, than what they 
had gain'd by the War 3 fmce not only 
great Tracts of Country upon the ſcore 
of Dependences, but Starsbu#gh and Lat- 
Ztnburgh fell as Sacrificesto their Ambiti- 
on, without any Neighbouring Prince or 
States concerning themſelves in their R e- 
hef. ButMheſe Enterpriſes I eave to ſore 

other?s Obſervations. ; 
Very ſoon after my arrival at the Hagze, 
the K. ſent me Orders toprovide for my 
return as ſoon as I could potiible be ready, 
and bid me acquaint the Prince and the 
States, That he had ſent for me over to 
come 1'1to the Place of firſt Secretary 
of State in Mr. Coventry's room. My Lord 
Treaſurer writ to mc to the ſame pur- 
poſe, and with more eſteem than I could 
pretend to deſerve; telling me,among 0- 
ther things, They were fallen intoa cruel 
Diſeaſe,and had need of ſo able a Phyſt- 
Cc clan. 
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cian, This put me in mind of a Story of 
Dr. Prajeaz(the greateſt of that Profeſh. 
on in our Time), and which I rold my 
Friends that were with me when theſe 
Letters came. A.certain Lady came to 
the DoQtor,in great trouble abput her 
Daughter. - Why, what ails ſbe ? Alas, 
Dottor | I cannot tell; but ſb&has loſt 
her Humour, her. Looks, . her Stomach 
her Strength. conſumes every day,fo.as we 
ſear ſhe cannot live. why. do not you mar- 
ry her ? Alas, Doctor ! that we would 
fain do, and. have offer'd her as. good a 
Match as: The could ever expect, but ſhe 
willnot hear of marrying. {s there wo - 0- 
ther, do you think that ſhe would be content 
to marry? Ah, Doctor, that'is it that 
troubles us; for there 15a young Gentle- 
man we doubt.tte loves, that her Father | 
and I can never. conſent to. Why, Look 
you Madam, replies the DoGor grayely 
(being amongall his Books in his Cloſet) 
then the Caſe is. this : Your Dauehter would 
marry one man.and you would have her may- 
ry another:in all my Books I find no Remedy 
for ſuch a diſcaſe as this. ] confels,] eſteem 
ed the Caſe as deſperate in a Politick as 
in a Natural Body, and as little to be at- 
tempted by a man whoneither ever had 
his own Fortune at heart which ſuch 

Con- 
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Conjuures are only proper for), nor e- 
ver could refolve upon any purſuits of it 
to go againſt either the true Intereſt, or 
the Laws of his Country ; One of u hich 
is commonly cndanger'd upon the. fatal 
misfortue of ſiichDiviſlions ina Kingdom: 
I choſe therefore to make my Excules 
both tothe King and to my Lord Treaſy- 
rer,and defir'd leave toga to Flarenreand 
diſcharge my {elf of a promiſe I had made 
ſome years paſt of a Viſit ro the Great 
Duke the firſt timel had leiſure from my 
Publick Imployments. Inſtead of grant- 
ing this Suit, the King (ent a Yatch for 
me towardsthe end of February 167;.with 
Orders tocome immediately away toen- 
ter upon the Secretary's Office about the 
ſame time with my Lord Surderianrd,wha 
was brought into Sir Foſeph Williamſon's 
Place, I obey'd His Majeſty, and ac- 
quainted the Prince and States with my 
Journey, and the deſign of it, according 
to his Command, who made me Compli- 
ments upon both, and would have had 
me beheve,that che Secretary of State was 
to make amends for the loſs otthe Ambſa- 
ſador.Burl told the Prince,that though I 
mult go, yet if I found the Scene whatit 
appear'd to us at that diſtance, I would 
not charge my ſelf with that Imployment 
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upon any terms that could be offer'd me. 

eknew very well in Holland, That both 
Houſes of Parhament behev'd. the Plat ; 
That the Clergy, the City, the Coun- 
try in general cid ſo too, or at leaſt pur- 
ſu'd it as if they all believ'd it. We knew 
that the King and ſome of the Court be- 
liey'd nothing of it, and yet thought not 
fit to own that Opinion : And the Prince 
told me, Be had reafon to be confident, 
that the King wasjn his hearta Roman-Ca- 
tholick, tho he durſt not profeſs it. For 
my own part I knew not what to believe 
of one ſide or Yother, but thought it eaſie 
to (reg rom ſuch contrary Windsand 
Tides, ſuch a Storm muſt rife, as would 
tear the Ship 1n.pieces, whatever Hand 
were at the Helm. 

At my arrival in England, about the 
latter end of February, L found the King 
had diflolv'd a Pariament that had fat 
cglueen years, and given great Tcſtimo- 
nies of Loyalty, and compliance with his 
Majeſty ull they broke firſt into heats up- 
on the French Alliances, andat laſt into 
Flames upon the buſineſs of the Plot : I 
fo:nd anew Parhament wascalled ; and 
that to make way for a calmer Seflion.the 
reſolution had been taken at Court for the 
Duke's going oyer into Helland,who em- 
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barqu'd the day after my arrival at London. 
The ElefQtions of. the enſuing Parliament 
were ſo eagerly: perſud, that all were in 
a manner engag d before I came over,and 
by the Diſpoſitions that appear'd in both 
Electors and Elected, it was ealie to pre- 
ſage in what temper the Houſes were like 
to. meet : My Lord Shaftsbury, my Lord 
Efex, and my Lord Hallifax, had ftruck 
up with the Dakeof Monmonth,refolving 
to make uſe of His Credit with the King, 
and to ſupport it by Theirs inthe Parlia- 
ment 3 and tho the firſt had been asdeep 

as any inthe Councelsof the Cabal while 
he was Chancellor, yet all Three had now 
fallen iz with the common Humour a- 
gainſt the Court and the Miniftry,cndea- 
vouring toinflame theDiſcontents againſt 
bothzand agreed among themſelves, That 
none of them would came jnto Courr, 
unleſs they didit all togetherz which was 
obſerved like other common ſtrains of 
Court Friendſhips. Sir Will:am Coventry 
had the moſt Credit of any Man in the 
Houſe of Commons,and I think the moſt 
deſervedly, not only tor his great Abili- 
ties,but for having been turn'd out of the 
Council and the Treaſury, to make way 
for my Lard Chifford's Greatneſs, and the 
Deſigns of the Cabal. He had been e- 
ver 


LIMI 


399 


MEMO1LR,, 


ver ſince oppoſite to'the French Alliances, 
and bent upon engaing Exelandin War 
with that Crown, and afiiſtance of the 
Confederates,& was now extremely dif- 
fatisfied with the concluſion of the Peace 
and with the Miniſtry, that he thought 
either aſliſted, or at leaſt might have pre- 
vented itzand in theſe diſpoltions he was 
like to be follow'd by the beſt and ſober- 
eſt part of the Houſe of Commons. For my 
Lord Treaſurer and Lord Chamberlain,l 
tound them two moſt admirableEmblems 
of the true, and ſo-much-admir'd Fehci- 
ty of Miniſters of State:The laſt,notwith- 
ſtanding the greateſt skill of Court, and 
the belt turns of Wit in particular Con- 
verfation that I have known there, and 
thegreat Figure he made inthe Firſt Parr 
of theſe Memoirs, was now grown out of 
all Credit and Confidence with the King, 
the Duke,and Prince of Oraxge.and there- 
by forc'd to ſupport himſelt by Intrigues 
withthe preſons moſt diſcontented againſt 
my Lord Treaſurer's Miniſtry, whoſe 
Greatneſs he ſo much envi'd, and who 
was yet at this time im much worſe Con- 
dition than himſelf, tho not fo ſenſible of 
it 3 for he had been very ill with the late 
Parliament upon accountof Tranſattions 


with France,which tho! he had not approy 
ved, 
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vedzyet he durſt not defend himſelf from 
the lmputation, for fear of expoſing His 
Maſter. ' He was hated by the French Amy 
baſlador,forendeavoring (ashethought) 
to engage the King ina War with Fraxce. 
He was enaner ad being perſued by his 
Enemies .nexx Parliament for having ( as 
they-pretended;}made the Peace,and en- 
deavour'd th-tifle the PlotzScyet 1 found 
within a Formight aftert arrived, that he 
fat very loale with-the King his Maſter, 
| whotold meſevtral reaſonsof thatchange, 
whereof one was, his having brought the 
buſmeſs of the Plot into the Parliament, 
againſt His Abſolute Command 5. and to 
compleat-the happy and envied State of 
this -Chief. Miniſter , the - Dutcheſs of 
Port{mouth and Earle of Sunderiand were 
joyned withthe Duke of Monmenth and 
Earl of Sheftsbury ia the defign of his ru- 
ine... Whatia Game -{o embroyled and 
play'd on all ſides with ſo much heat and 
Paſſion, was likezoend in,no man could 
tc}1 3 But/I that never had- any thing {© 
much at heart as the Union of my Coun- 
trey,which I thought the only way to its 
grcatneſs and felicity,was very unwilling 
to have any part inthe Divſions of it,the 
deplorableette&ts whereof I had boen too 
much acquainted with in the Stories of A- 
thens 
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thers and Rome,aswell as of Enelardand 
Frattce and for this reaſon, tho I was 
very much preſsd toenterupon theSecre- 

tary*s Office immediately after my Atri- 
val ; yetI delay*d it; by repreſenting to 
His Majeſty how neceſlary i it was for Him 


to have one of the Secretaries in the Houſe 
of Commons,(where it had been uſial 'to 


' havethem both) and that conſequently 


it was very fitfor me to enter npon that 
Office before I got ito the Houſe, which 
was attempted, and failed ; But how long 
this excuſe laſted, and how it was ſuc- 
ceeded by many new and various Acci- 
dents, and how [was prevailed with by 
the King 'to havethe Part I had after- 
wards in anew Conſtitution of Councel; 
and how after almoſt rwo years unſucces- 
ful endeavours at {>me Union, or at leaſt 
ſome allay of the Heats & Diſtempers be- 
tween the King and His Parliments, 1 
took thereſolution of having no more-to 
do with Afﬀeairs of State, will be the Sub- 
ject of a Third Part of theſe Memoirs. 
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